
1-15-2015  

 

It is deepest regrets that I announce my resignation as  
Commandant to our members of MCL 183. Due to limitations 
caused by my failing vision and other health Issues I have cho-
sen to resign. 

I am staying on as Jr. Past commandant and hall manager, 
please help me to support Bob Scannell and the staff to continue 
making our detachment be all that we can be.   
 
We are in need of a marketing director for the hall (with Compen-
sation or Volunteer).  Contact me at (314-749-1972) or any of our 
staff members before Feb. 1, 2015.   
 
Don’t forget Super Bowl party on 2/1/15. Bring a dish, snack, 
chips and dips. Doors open at 1630 Hours (4:30 PM for you civ-
vies.)  Game starts at 1730 Hours (4:30 PM) 
 
Thank you for all your support in making our detachment what it 
is today. 

Respectfully, 

Jim Vance                                       

Commandant’s Corner: Jim Vance 
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Marines Mark Iwo Jima’s 70th Anniversary 
February 19, 1945 

 
5 Facts you may not know about Iwo Jima: 

1. The Battle of Iwo Jima accounted for 1/3 of all Medal of Honor 
awards for U.S. Marines in WWII. 

2. The Battle of Iwo Jima was the costliest battle in U.S. Marine 
Corps. History. 

3. The U.S. returned the island to Japan 

4. Two Japanese soldiers didn’t surrender until 1949. 

5. Navajo code talkers were credited with winning the Battle of 
Iwo Jima. 



 

Bring on Spring! 
I hope everyone is stay-
ing warm during the win-
ter weather. 
Our Commandant and 
the Detachment took a 
few much needed weeks 
off to recuperate and 
catch their breath from 
all the activities of 2014. 
That doesn’t mean that 
we were idle. We have a 
lot of fun and exciting 
activities planned for 
2015 and will need help 

from all the members to 
make the events suc-
cessful.  
Enclosed in this news-
letter, you will find a 
partial list of upcoming 
events. Look them over; 
check the ones that in-
terest you, and then 
send back your com-
ments and suggestions. 
That way we get an 
idea of what our mem-
bers would like. We are 
always open to new 

challenges and ideas. 
We are submitting a 
bid to host the MCL 
National Convention in 
2017 and in addition 
we’re making contact 
with the Marine Corps   
National to bring back 
Marine Week for the 
same date. That will be 
an awesome feather in 
the cap for Saint Louis. 
Wish us luck! 
Think warm weather!! 
 

Senior Vice Commandant: Bob Scannell 

Ladies Auxiliary: Sharon Easter 

task you helped with, it 
was much appreciated. 

 
 
What a great time was 
had at the League Christ-
mas Party.  The food, the 
music, and the decora-
tions were awesome, but 
it was the people who 
came together to cele-
brate that really made it 
special. 
 
Now that the hubbub of 
the holidays is over and 
we are into the New Year, 
we can settle down a bit, 
but not slow down!  Our 
Auxiliary Board had our 
Planning Meeting for the 
New Year, and it looks 
like we will be keeping 
very busy again this year 
with our planned activities. 

As 2014 came to a close, 
Toys for Tots collections 
were still going strong at 
various locations around 
the St. Louis area in 
which League and Auxil-
iary members participat-
ed.   
These two photos were 
taken at the Gravois 
Bluffs shopping center in 

conjunction with Y98 Ra-
dio. A special thank you 
to all of the Auxiliary la-
dies who helped out with 
the Toys for Tots cam-
paign this past year 
whether it was   collecting 
money or toys, counting 
money back at the De-
tachment, or whatever 

MISSION: 

The mission of the 

U. S. Marine Corps 

Reserve Toys for 

Tots Program is to 

collect new, 

unwrapped toys 

during October, 

November and 

December each 

year, and 

distribute those 

toys as Christmas 

gifts to less 

fortunate children 

in the community 

in which the 

campaign is 

conducted.  
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2015 Scholarship 

Award Program 

We will once again be 
awarding two (2) 
$500.00 Scholarship 
Certificates to high 
school seniors of our 
League or Auxiliary 
members.  The stu-
dent must be a relative 
of a member in good 
standing of the South 
St. Louis Marine 
Corps League Detach-
ment and/or Auxiliary. 
This member could be 
a parent, grandparent, 
stepparent, aunt or 
uncle…even great 
grandparents etc. The 
application and the 
guidelines are within 
this newsletter and will 
be published again in 
February, March and 
April. 



First of all I want to wish all of you a 
very happy, healthy and prosperous 
New Year.  Also, hopefully the winter 
of 2015 will not be as bad as the winter 
of 2014. 
Recently I saw a tentative calendar of 
events for our Detachment during 
2015.  The Detachment and its mem-
bers will be busy with all the events.  
Since the calendar is tentative (except 
for the Marine Corps Birthday) I do not 
want to mention any specific dates ex-
cept there will be a picnic this summer 
and a Christmas party in December. 

A popular activity for the New Year 
is to make resolutions.  Perhaps a 
good resolution for the Detach-
ment’s members is to support the 
Detachment’s activities anyway 
possible in 2015. 
 

ner, Walt Wilhelm, Pat 
Powell, Gary Marshall, 
Bob Ferguson, Bob 
Kenney, Bob Finger, 
Carl Kothe and Dave 
Winkler and Mike Lee. 
Terry Strahan as an Air 
Force Veteran handles 
the bugle for Taps. 
  
The Saturday firing team 
consists of Team Lead-
ers Bob Scannell and  
Steve Michalski, Rifle-
men Eric Salabay, Jim 
Applebaum, Paul Cam-
pos, John Hamilton and 
Bugler Ken Dieckmann. 
 

We are in need of addi-
tional support from the 
Marines of MCL 183.  
The League will provide 
uniforms, transportation 
and food allowances for 
those days you partici-
pate. 
 

To be a part of this 
group, please contact 
John Koch or the Com-
mandant for more infor-
mation. 

Located in St. Louis Coun-
ty, Jefferson Barracks Na-
tional Cemetery is the sec-
ond largest National Ceme-
tery in the country.  There 
are 188,000 veterans and 
spouses buried at “JB” (as 
of 2014). There is addition-
al interment space for an-
other 50,000. 
 
MCL 183 has had the privi-
lege of being a part of the 
Military Honors program at 
“JB” since the year 2000.  
In that time, the League 
has participated in over 
7,500 funerals, If you do 
the math, that means that 
in the past 14 years, we 
have been a part of almost 
5% of the total burials. 
Without the Marines of 
MCL 183 this would have 
been impossible.  There 
are currently three “firing 
teams” comprised of 3 rifle-
man and a curb leader.  
The current teams are led 
by John Koch and Bob 
Jost.  Team members are: 
Hal Holmes, Tom. O’Con-

An Associates View: Larry Idoux 

Honors and Color Guard: John Koch and Hal Holmes 

“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Duty, 

One for Country, 

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 
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Color Guard: 
The detachment is be-
ing called upon to pro-
vide Flag Ceremonies 
and Color Guards for 
numerous outside activ-
ities.  Hal Holmes 
heads this up and is 
need of additional Ma-
rines.  The League also 
provides, uniforms, 
transportation and food 
allowances.   When this 
is offsite, we usually 
meet at a Central loca-
tion and “car-pool” to 
the site.  If interested, 
please contact Hal 
Holmes at (636) 677-
1712 



 

The Annual Christmas Party was held on Saturday, December 20, 2014.  At-

tendance was at an all time high.  All who attended enjoyed themselves.  

Food, music, and decorations were great.  Our most memorable moment was 

when Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus arrived. Here are a few of the moments caught 

by our Cub Photographer, Ken Dieckman. 

Christmas Party: December 20, 2014 

Thanks: 

A special  

thanks to all  

who assisted  

n the planning  

and execution  

of our Annual 

Christmas Party.  
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Our list of sick and wounded is always with us, but especially needing prayers and 

healing are: 

 Commandant Jim Vance, for his vision to at least stabilize and become no worse than 

it currently is. 

 Our faithful and hard-working Scoop editor, Dick Tisell, who recently was in the hospi-

tal and then moved to a care facility in Washington, MO. He is now resting (I hope) at 

home and is being nursed back to health by his wife and family. 

 Marine Jerry Peters' wife and my sister-in-law, Madeline Peters, who suffered a 

health issue at our Christmas party.  She is more or less fully recovered from a light 

stroke.  Her speech and arm are back to normal although she needs rest and to slow 

down -”doctor's orders”. 

The Food Pantry we help support feeds between 700 and 900 people per month and 

they send their thanks to Detachment 183 for everything we do to help them.  Keep it 

coming, please. 

In our December Scoop, I made mention of a beautiful letter written by Audrey 

O'Neal, wife of her recently departed husband, Marine Jim O'Neal, a member of De-

tachment 183 for years. I read the letter several times and it should be shared reading 

for all Marines in general.  It shows his unwavering commitment to God, family and the 

Marine Corps. Please read her attached letter-- it is so refreshing and uplifting.  

Dear Mr. Butz 
Yesterday I received your card signed by multiple members of the Marine Corps League ex-
pressing sympathy for our loss of Jim. 
 
Jim would have loved it. He loved the Marines, he talked the Marines, he read books and 
articles of the Marines.  He certainly lived by the motto "Once a Marine, always a Marine".  
He was in awe of the Marines who served with, before, and after him  He felt it a privilege to 
be with the men of the Marine Corps League.  He regretted missing the meetings and 
events of the League the last years because his legs just gave out on him 

 
No one looks forward to their .funeral, but .he definitely wanted the presence of mem-
bers of the League and their final salute.  The ceremony at Jefferson Barracks was 
exactly what he wanted and I'm sure he was smiling up there with the Angels, ex-
plaining how proud he was to be a member of the USMC. Thank you and the Honor 
Guard for the beautiful ceremony.  We all broke up at Taps, but there was a touch of joy 
amid the tears.  He was with his brother Marines.  

 
We will miss him,  Oh how we will miss him.  We have a large, close, loving family and 
he was so very proud of every one of them   He was a hard headed Irishman w i t h  
d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  o f  h o w  a  m a n  s h o u l d  l i v e .   H e  l e a r n e d  m a n y  o f  h i s  
v a l u e s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e s  a s  a  y o u n g  m a n  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  U S M C .  
 
Very Sincerely, 
Aubrey B. O’Neil 
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Chaplain’s Corner: Norb Butz 
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SOUTH ST. LOUIS UNIT 
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

$500.00 will be awarded each to two young men or women that meet the qualifications 
set up by the Auxiliary Scholarship Committee: 
 
 The awards are to be given only to current high school seniors graduating in the class 

of 2015. 
 
 The student must be a relative of a member in good standing of the South St. Louis 

Marine Corps League Detachment and/or Auxiliary. This member could be a parent, 
grandparent, stepparent, aunt or uncle…even great grandparents etc. 

 
 Complete the formal application and return it to the Auxiliary by April 30, 2015. 
 
 Write an original essay (500 words or less) stating “What the US Marine Corps Means 

to You and/or Our Country”. 
 
 Enclose a Letter of Recommendation from your Principal or a teacher. 
 
 List any or all of your extra-curricular activities. Also any organizations outside of 

school that you actively take part in. Did you hold office in any of these activities? If 
so, what office(s). 

 
 What are your hobbies or special interests? 
 
 Application must be signed by the sponsoring MCL or MCLA member and applicant. 
 
 Additional applications are available at the Detachment. 
 
 Award money will be sent out in August of 2015. This money will be sent directly to 

the school where the student plans to attend. The student can draw from this fund to 
pay for tuition, books or whatever is needed for his/her education. 

 
 The student can choose to attend an accredited college or trade school of their 

choice. They must show that they have applied and/or been accepted by that school. 
We will confirm this before issuing the check. 

 

 These scholarships will be primarily based on merit. The award will be decided by the 
Scholarship Committee. We are interested in the students that show potential leader-
ship and interest in the welfare of their fellow being. 

 
 All winning recipients of the scholarships will be notified by June 30, 2015. If you have 

not been notified by this date and wish to learn who the winners are please send a 
self addressed stamped envelope along with your application. 

 
 If you have any questions please contact: 

 Carol McCarthy -  636-244-0270 or Adrienne Steinke - 314-695-5147 

 Application Enclosed. 



5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

January 27 Monthly Detachment General Meeting Detachment 

     1930 Hours 

February 1 Super Bowl Party  (Doors open 4:30PM)       Detachment 

March 14 St. Patrick’s Day Irish Party  Detachment 

April 4  Easter Egg Hunt    Detachment 

April 9-12 Midwest Division Conference  Jefferson City 

April 15  A Night of Music    Detachment 

May (tbd) Night at the Races   Detachment 

  Corn-Tacky Derby 

June 19-20 Department of Missouri Convention  Springfield 

July 11  Detachment Picnic   Detachment 

(Times TBD)   

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings the last 
Tuesday of the month 

Commandant 

James L. Vance 

(314) 748-1972 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Robert J. Scannell 

(314) 843-6253 

Junior Vice Commandant 

James Applebaum 

(314) 757-5364 

Paymaster 

Dr. John Hamilton. PhD 

(314) 842-8046 

Adjutant 

George “Doc” Herrera 

(314) 399-4282 

Chaplain 

Norb Butz 

(314) 631-7054 

(314-752-2500 

Sergeant At Arms 

David “Moose” McArthur 

(314) 769-2209 

Jr. Past Commandant 

Steve Michalski 

(314) 776-1905 

Judge Advocate 

Eric Salabay 

(314) 909-7454 

Advisers 

 Hal Holmes 

 Ken Dieckman 

 Lee Wisniewski 

Auxiliary President 

Sharon Easter 

Scoop Editor 

Dick Tisell (TAD) 

(636) 239-6236 

Scoop Editor (Interim) 

Michael Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

Theeditor.mcl183@att.net 

Special Assistant 

Heather McCarty 

Photographer 

Ken Dieckman 

League Calendar: 

(314) 910-1522 

elliesopp636@sbcglobal.net 

Karen Avery—(314) 591-6432 

kavery@travelplex.com 

Lee Wisniewski,  

and Associates  SRA 

(314) 821-2992 

Our Sponsors: 

(800) 349-2505 

Crawfordutz.com 

(314) 638-9420 

Bobsliquor.com 

(314) 638-1724 

Afftonmuffler.com 

(314) 481-7333 

seligaheatingand cooling.com 

Marine of the Year: 

2009  Hal Holmes  2010  Jack Steinke 

2011  Dick Sopp  2012  James Vance 

2013  Dave Winkler  2014  Dick Sopp 



MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY 

SOUTH ST. LOUIS UNIT 

5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________  

Address:  _____________________________ City,State & Zip __________________________  

Phone:_____________________Email: _____________________________________________  

High School:____________________________Class of: _______________________________  

Address: _______________________________City, State & Zip: _______________________  

Sponsoring Member: ____________________________________________________________  

Extracurricular Activities: ________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Community Involvement: ________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Clubs/organizations of which you are an active member: _______________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Have you held office in any of the above, if so, what office?  ____________________________  

To what college or trade school have you applied and/or been accepted? ___________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

If you need more space please use the back side of this application. 

 

Please attach a written (500 words or less) original essay on: 

“What the Marine Corps Means to You and/or Your Country” 

 

Please attach a signed letter of recommendation written by your Principal or teacher. 

 

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________  

Sponsoring Member Signature: ___________________________________________________  

 

Applications are due by April 30, 2015.   

Please send to: 

Carol McCarthy,  

124 Roe Hampton Ln.,  

Weldon Springs, MO 63304-0533 

Phone 636-244-0270 
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