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Greetings to all Marines and Members.
The nominations for new Officers has come and gone and you, the
membership have voiced your choice for the leadership for the upcoming year.
By your participation, you have chosen several of the past years officers to retain their
positions and there are a few changes; all nominations where un-opposed. Therefore, the
elections in April are merely a formality.
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I wish to applaud all Staff and support members for their help this past year during the
transition of and medical resignation of Jim Vance. his work and efforts will not go without praise and notice and recognition. Thank you Gunny. I have big boots to fill.
That said; The Detachment is running as best that we can make it. And through the efforts of some very wonderful persons we are elevating every part of 183 to a very wonderful and highly respected Detachment. Recruitment is up with new members joining at
almost every meeting. Membership renewals are up to date and Life memberships are at
an all time high. We are moving forward.
Wednesday, April 15th, we were amazed and entertained by a wonderful 23 piece orchestra that played to a full house in our Hall. Thanks go out to Marine Norbert Butz for
his outstanding efforts in pulling off this special night. I also wish to thank all the many
members that attended this function and especially those that helped Chaplain Norb . It
was wonderful!

Marine Corps League & Auxiliary — 92nd National Convention 2015

This is your opportunity to be a part of the League’s deliberations on proposed changes
to the constitution, uniform regulations and many other League decisions.
If you PLAN on attending, contact the Commandant
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Ladies Auxiliary: Sharon Easter

LADIES

April has sure roared in like a lion
(I thought that was supposed to happen in March!) with the recent thunderstorms and hail and strong winds.
Sure hope everyone has weathered
these storms without too much damage. It is certainly nice, though, to
see the trees and flowers blossoming
and know that spring is in the air.

en place on Tuesday, April 14th at our
MCLA regular meeting, and it is my
pleasure to announce the new officers
for 2015/2016: President Sharon
Easter,
Sr. Vice President Carol Holmes, Jr.
Vice President Betty Frazier, Judge Advocate Sharon Smith, Secretary Mary
Lynn Jost, Treasurer Karen Vance,
Chaplain Cecilia Pender, Captain of the

Our March 21st
MCL/MCLA Trivia Night was another successful, fun night for
all in attendance. There
were lots of
oohs and aaahs
as answers
were given for
each round of
questions. And
as the winners
were announced
for the 50/50
raffle, the Dead
or Alive game,
and of course
for the raffle items, there were even
more oohs and aahs as the winners
were announced.

Guard Jeanne Kiefer. Thanks to each
one of you for stepping up to the plate
and holding an office

Easter Saturday, April 4th, found the
following ladies and gentlemen serving pizza and desserts to the Veterans and their families at Building 52:
Gladys, Edna, Betty & Bill, Jeanne,
Gail, Carol Holmes, Carole & Ed
Lyston, Carol McCarthy,

On Saturday, April 18th, we enjoyed
lunch at Mary Ann’s Tea Room located
in the Central West End where we presented a check from our Auxiliary and
gift cards to Jessica Woolbright at St.
Martha’s Hall in conjunction with our
Little Angels Project.

Gordon Murrell, and Sharon Smith
serving and visiting with the patients.
By the time everyone reads this issue
of the Scoop, elections will have tak-

The April 28th League meal will be:
Sloppy Joes, French Fries, Tossed Salad, and dessert.

AUXILIARY
MISSION:
The Marine Corps
Auxiliary was
formed for the
purposes of
promoting the
interests of the
Marine Corps, the
Marine Corps
League and to
protect and
advance the
welfare of Marines
and their
dependents.
Auxiliary members
participate in a
wide variety of
programs that
benefit and
preserve the
fundamental rights
and freedoms of
every person of
this Nation, young
and old.
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An Associates View: Larry Idoux
In my last article I mentioned that I would be
visiting a local Coast Guard base. On 3-24 I
was with a group tour of Air Station Clearwater, FL. We were allowed to climb in and
around a C-130 and MH-60 helicopter. I believe it is the same size as a Blackhawk helicopter.
During the tour we had lunch in the “Galley”
which was a very different from the mess
halls of the Army back in the late 60’s.
For me, the most impressive part of the tour
was the video regarding the Coast Guard
shown before we began our tour. On average
in any 24 hour period the Coast Guard does
the following: Conducts 48 search & rescue
missions; saves 9 lives; assists 73 people in
distress; saves over $132,000 in property;
seizes 297 lb. of marijuana and 549 lb. of
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cocaine worth $8.2 million; services 134
buoys; interdicts 6 illegal immigrants; conducts 24 security boarding’s in and around
U.S. ports; escorts 5 high-capacity passenger
vessels; conducts 54 waterborne patrols of
critical maritime infrastructure; investigates
24 pollution incidents; inspects 127 vessels,
containers and marine facilities and lastly
facilitates movement of $8.7 billion worth of
goods and commodities through the Nation’s
maritime transportation system.
I was so impressed I would have signed up if I
was 50 years younger. We also spoke with a
couple of the Swimming Rescue Team members. One had just completed the 6 month
school and was being sent to California for
another school. It was an enjoyable day and
now Nancy and I have an idea of what is going on when we hear a C-130 or a helicopter
flying overhead while we are in Florida.
Til next Time — Semper Fi

Honors and Color Guard: John Koch and Hal Holmes
At the end of March, we will, (as a detachment), have had the privilege to
participate in over 7,600 Honors ceremonies. That equates to approximately 45,600 man hours.
We currently have three firing teams
and participate on a rolling quarterly
schedule.
Teams 1 and 2 participate on either a
Monday, Thursday or Friday. Team 3
handles Saturdays.
Fridays are the busiest days for us to
participate with an average of 20 funerals to be conducted and spread
between three firing teams, MCL 183,
and two other Veterans Service Organizations.
Since Fridays are the busiest and our
teams have been decimated with injuries and health issues, we need help

from our members. Please contact
John Koch (314) 520-9247 to volunteer.

Color Guard Schedule
May 2015

“Three
Spent Shells,
One for Duty,
One for Country,

Date: 16 May 2015
Event: House Blessing and BBQ
Where: Local—Detachment
Time: 1400

One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next

Date: 23 May 2015
Event: Valhalla Memorial Day Event
Where: Valhalla Cemetery
Time: 0900
Date :25 May 2015
Event: Memorial Day Ceremony
Where: St. Lucas Church
Time: 0900
(This is the event formerly held at
Johnny’s Market)

of kin.
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Chaplain’s Corner: Norb Butz
On a beautiful Sunday in March, we dedicated
the Marine Corps League Chapel to Marine
Louis Stichling. Louis went home to be with
the Lord on November 7, 2014. He was a Purple Heart recipient and a survivor of the Korean conflict, the Frozen Chosin. The ceremony
was brief, but nice, and was attended by the
pastor of Grace United Church and his wife,
Betty, along with several of Louis’ relatives
and friends. His plaque is on display to be
seen by all on the wall next to the American
flag in church.
At the end of March, I was able to attend my
annual three-day retreat at the White House
Retreat Center, a great place nestled on the
banks of the Mississippi River. One of our gifts
was a blessing for healing of the sick, and
strength for those suffering, the aging and for
those enduring serious problems of any kind. I
not only asked for blessings for myself and my

wife by also for members of Marine Corps
League 183, in particular: Jack Steinke and
his family, Mike Sappington’s family, Dick
Tissel, Dave McArthur and his family, Richard
Sopp, John Ford, Alex Kettler, Jim Vance and
family and Dave Winker and family. I’m sure
there were others also in need and we keep
them in our prayers.
I’m sorry to report the passing on April 2
of Marine William A. Bedo, a World War II
vet. It was my honor and privilege to
meet his family and attend his wake,
funeral Mass and burial at Jefferson Barracks. Our Marine Corps color guard was
as sharp as usual.
Again, we continue receiving many
thanks for our gifts to the food pantry.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity.

Betty
Stichling

Pastor Carole Barner
Norb Butz
Jim Applebaum
Jim Vance
Jerry Peters

Front Row: Norb Butz; Terry Stichling; Betty Stichling;
Gary Stichling; Jim Applebaum; Jerry Peters

Commemoration Plaque that now hangs in
the Church near the American Flag
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The Eagle, Globe,
and Anchor is the
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Help Us Honor Our Vets — Vets Roll #6, May 17-20, 2015

official emblem and
insignia of
the United States
Marine Corps.
The current
emblem traces its
roots in the designs
and ornaments of
the early
Continental
Marines.

War Memorials in Washington, D.C. were built as tributes to the service and the ultimate sacrifice of America’s Veterans.
We believe it is vitally important for every WWII Veteran, “Rosie-the-Riveter” and senior
Veterans through 1963 to have the chance to visit and experience THEIR memorials.
We provide the long overdue gift of Closure *Gratitude and *Respect that will fill their
hearts, for the incredible sacrifices they made in the name of Freedom so many years
ago!
There is no time to waste; we are losing our senior Veterans at a rate of 900 - 1000 per
day! These heroes are now in their seventies to their mid-nineties and time is NOT on
their side.
VetsRoll 2015 will mark the 1,125th Veteran & 'Rosie’ to take this memorable journey
to see THEIR memorials in Washington, D.C. The 2015 Tour consists of:

For hundreds of years,
Marines have fought,
lived and died with
honor,
continuing the Marine
Corps legacy of
service to our nation.
Every Marine, past
and present, has
earned



Dayton, OH Wright-Patterson AFB Air Museum



National Marine Corps War Memorial



Korean, Vietnam and Lincoln Memori-



Arlington National Cemetery



Tomb of the Unknown Soldier



WWII Memorial in Washington



Welcome home celebration

their place within this
proud culture of

Visit WWW.VETSROLL.ORG

traditions, symbols
and values.

Whether you went to
“PARADISE ISLAND”
or were a
“HOLLYWOOD”
Marine, you knew

Commandant Bob Scannell present
Mike Lee with “Marin e of The Year for
2014

your goal and you
enjoyed every
minute of your DI’s
unique vocabulary.
(sic)

New member John Nicholson (l.) shares his Corps background while
Commandant Bob Scannell (r.) looks om.

als
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SOUTH ST. LOUIS UNIT
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
$500.00 will be awarded each to two young men or women that meet the qualifications
set up by the Auxiliary Scholarship Committee:


The awards are to be given only to current high school seniors graduating in the class
of 2015.



The student must be a relative of a member in good standing of the South St. Louis
Marine Corps League Detachment and/or Auxiliary. This member could be a parent,
grandparent, stepparent, aunt or uncle…even great grandparents etc.



Complete the formal application and return it to the Auxiliary by April 30, 2015.



Write an original essay (500 words or less) stating “What the US Marine Corps Means
to You and/or Our Country”.



Enclose a Letter of Recommendation from your Principal or a teacher.



List any or all of your extra-curricular activities. Also any organizations outside of
school that you actively take part in. Did you hold office in any of these activities? If
so, what office(s).



What are your hobbies or special interests?



Application must be signed by the sponsoring MCL or MCLA member and applicant.



Additional applications are available at the Detachment.



Award money will be sent out in August of 2015. This money will be sent directly to
the school where the student plans to attend. The student can draw from this fund to
pay for tuition, books or whatever is needed for his/her education.



The student can choose to attend an accredited college or trade school of their
choice. They must show that they have applied and/or been accepted by that school.
We will confirm this before issuing the check.



These scholarships will be primarily based on merit. The award will be decided by the
Scholarship Committee. We are interested in the students that show potential leadership and interest in the welfare of their fellow being.



All winning recipients of the scholarships will be notified by June 30, 2015. If you have
not been notified by this date and wish to learn who the winners are please send a
self addressed stamped envelope along with your application.



If you have any questions please contact:
Carol McCarthy - 636-244-0270 or Adrienne Steinke - 314-695-5147
Application Enclosed.
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Noteworthy News Russ Avery: Family Readiness Officer, 3D Bn, 23D Marines
There will be a Job Fair from 0900 to 1300 on Friday, 1 May, in the College Center building aboard the St. Charles Community College campus. There will be
job leads, job training and job search information, along with the opportunity to
network with employers. Free admission for job seekers, take copies of your
resume and professional dress is suggested. For more information, contact
Martha Toebben at mtoebben@stchas.edu or 636-922-8243.
The Jared Cook Celebrity Golf Scramble, benefitting Little Patriots Embraced,
will be held at the Old Hickory Golf Club in St. Peters, MO on Tuesday, 12 May,
with a shotgun start at 1300. See the attached flyer for the details.
The USO of Missouri "Armed Forces Day" 1940's Dance will be held on Saturday,
16 May from 2000 to 2300 at the fabulous and world famous Casa Loma Ballroom. The cost is only $15 per person to support this worthy organization. See
the enclosed flyer for reservation and contact information. Military and veterans are encouraged to wear your uniforms!
A reminder to attend the FOCUS Marines Foundation Trivia Night beginning at
1900 on 15 May at Andre's West in Fenton, MO. The cost is $350 per table of
10 and includes dinner buffet and full bar. There will also be a silent auction,
raffles and more. To register, go to www.fmftrivia.com and for more information, go to fmftrivia@gmail.com.
Finally, the 2015 2nd Annual Red, White and Blue 5K Run to support the FOCUS Marine Foundation will be held at Brookdale Farms in Eureka, MO on 23
May from 1000 to 1600. See the attached flyer and registration for more information.
Senior Vice Commandant—James Appelbaum
We have a number of Detachment functions each year, some strictly for our
members and some that are open to the general public.
They all take planning and preparation to be a success. They also need to be
financially successful. volunteers are always needed. any suggestions for
types of functions or any other ideas are always welcome.
regard, any suggestions for types of functions or any other suggestions are
always welcome.

Every
local
event
that
you
support,
helps
a
Veteran
or
Active
Service
Member.

MCL 183
5700 Leona Avenue
St. Louis, Primary Business
Monthly Meetings the last
Tuesday of the month
Commandant
Robert J. Scannell
(314) 560-6791
bobscannell@hotmail.com
Senior Vice Commandant
James Applebaum
(314) 757-5364
Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski
(314) 776-1905
Paymaster
Dr. John Hamilton. PhD
(314) 221-5318
Adjutant
George “Doc” Herrera
(314) 399-4282

League Calendar:
May 1

Job Fair

St Charles Community College

May 12

Jared Cook Celebrity Golf Scramble

May 16

USO 1940’s Armed Forces Day Dance

June 19-20

Department of Missouri Convention

Springfield

July 11

Detachment Picnic

Detachment

Marine of the Year:
2009

Jack Steinke

2010

Dick Sopp

2011

James Vance

2012

Dave Winkler

2013

Dick Sopp

2014

Mike Lee

Chaplain
Norb Butz
(314) 631-7054
(314-752-2500
Sergeant At Arms
David “Moose” McArthur
(314) 769-2209

Our Sponsors:

Jr. Past Commandant
James L. Vance
(314) 748-1972
Judge Advocate
Eric Salabay
(314) 909-7454
Advisers
 Hal Holmes
 Ken Dieckman
 Lee Wisniewski

Karen Avery — (314) 842-6000
karen@travelhaus.com
Lee Wisniewski,
and Associates SRA
(314) 821-2992

(314) 910-1522
elliesopp636@sbcglobal.net

Auxiliary President
Sharon Easter
Scoop Editor
Dick Tisell (TDY)
(636) 239-6236
Scoop Editor (Interim)
Michael Lee
(314) 616-3726
Theeditor.mcl183@att.net

(314) 481-7333
seligaheatingand cooling.com

(314) 638-9420
Bobsliquor.com

Special Assistant
Heather McCarty
Photographers
Ken Dieckman
Mike Lee

(800) 349-2505
Crawfordutz.com

(314) 638-1724
Afftonmuffler.com

