Marine Corps League, South St. Louis
Detachment 183

The Scoop
June 2015
Commandant’s Corner: Bob Scannell
This past month we have had many obstacles come our way. Some sad,
some good, we deal with our choices and go forward.
In dealing with the replacement of Chaplain Norbert Butz, I have selected
Marine Ken Dieckmann to lead us in prayer. I have also asked Marine Mike
Sappington to serve as our secondary Chaplain. Thank you gentlemen and
Good Luck in your service to us.
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On the morning of July 4th, we have an opportunity to march in the Webster Groves Parade . It is a
very moving celebration of our veterans as the residents of Webster stand and cheer as we march
by. The parade lasts for about an hour and we can provide transportation for those in need. A challenge will go out to other Detachments in our area. Let’s see who can muster the most marchers.
The Ladies Auxiliary will also join us. Call me for more details.
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We wish everyone a safe and healthy summer, and we hope you can attend our July 18th picnic at
the Detachment. More details to follow.

Honor and
Color Guard

3

Associates
View

3

PBA
Membership

4

Vietnam
Wall

5

Marine Corps
League
License Plates

5

A Day At
The Races

6

St. Stephens
Parade

6

Staff

7

League
Calendar

7

Valhalla Cemetery
Memorial Day
Event

7

From The Chaplain’s Desk: Kenneth Dieckmann
I am humbled by the opportunity to serve as our Detachment Chaplin. I will ask for your patience
in helping me grasp this honor.
Our loss of three outstanding Marines with two being past Commandants and the other our beloved Chaplain. The loss is great of experience, knowledge and most important their friendship to
us all. Our true honor to them I believe should be to try and emulate their respected qualities of a
light smile, a friendly hand shake, and above all patience for our fellow man.
Our list of sick is with us and we ask God for his divine help as we send prayers and ask for healing.
Please remember to pray for: Adrienne Steinke and family, Elaine Butz and family, Jim Vance and
family, Dave Winkler and family, Moose McArthur and family, Jim Maguire, Gene Blasé (now in
Fenton nursing home), Gordon Murrell (at Lake of Ozarks with daughter Carol), Alfred Krupski
(oldest Detachment Marine) doing well, Dick Sopp, Dave Dilliard and Alex Kettler, “The member
who would bring bread from the hill for all of us.”
Alex now lives at 206 Carmichael Blvd, Madison, MS 39110, for those who would like to stay in
contact with him.
As of this writing, we were notified that Bobby Cox fell ill and is now in a Rehab facility in Texas.
Please be in prayer for him and family
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Ladies Auxiliary: Sharon Easter
26th

LADIES
AUXILIARY
MISSION:
The Marine Corps
Auxiliary was

It was yet another sad day on May
when our Auxiliary participated in the
Pass and Review for our Detachment
Chaplain, Norb Butz. And thanks to
the ladies who helped set up and serve
the luncheon for Norb’s family and
friends on Wednesday, the 27th. What
a wonderful group (around 200 I believe) of family and friends were there
to enjoy a light lunch at the Detachment.

Thanks to everyone who gave of their
time on that Saturday to stand out in
front of Sam’s Club. (Maybe it was the
little show of Bob Jost’s leg that encouraged the donations!)
The Department of Missouri Convention
was held in Springfield, Missouri on June
19 and 20 and a report will be forthcoming in July. Ellie Sopp, Carol Holmes and
Carole Lyston attended this Convention

Our Auxiliary ended up the month of
May on a very high note with our Marine Rose Day on Saturday, May 30th at
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Sam’s Club on Lemay Ferry. Even
though it was a dreary misty rainy day,
the customers were in a VERY giving
mood, and we collected very close to
$1,000.00 which will be donated to
the Greater St. Louis Honor Flight Network.

Tuesday, June 9th marked the first Auxiliary meeting of our New Year as we welcomed Betty Frazier as Jr. Vice President and Jeanne Kiefer as Captain of the
Guard to the Board. As well, a thank you
goes out to Ellie Sopp for serving as Secretary and to Gladys Cunningham as
Captain of the Guard this past year.
July is shaping up to be a busy month
with our Auxiliary meeting on the 14th,
the MCL picnic on the 18th (we hope you
will come and enjoy the food, the fun,
the social time – and there may even be
some games inside the Detachment and
outside on the lawn – depending on the
weather). And of course there will be a
basket of goodies to raffle.
On Saturday, July 25th, we ladies (and
some of our Marine hubbies) will be at
JB Building 52 serving a BBQ picnic
lunch.
“EXTRA”, “EXTRA”, “EXTRA”
Just In! Congratulations to Ellie Sopp.
At the recent Department of Missouri
Convention, Ellie Sopp was awarded the
Auxiliary Member of the Year.
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An Associates View: Larry Idoux Honors and Color Guard:
An Associates View:
Larry Idoux
With Memorial Day last month and D-Day
on June 6, I am in a little bit of a reflective
mood.
Helping me reflect are some videos Nancy
and I have been watching. PBS Masterpiece Theatre had the series “Foyle’s War”
which is set in England beginning in May
1940 and we have been watching some of
them. Assuming the background is accurate, I was surprised by what the English
people went through before the bombing
began and after the end of WWII. I think
most of us have an idea of the quality of
English life during the bombing.
Since America has been fortunate in not
having any wars in our country since the
Civil War (thanks to the Marine Corps and
the other veterans), I hadn’t really thought
about the stress the English people went
through. The background to this episode is
a murder investigation and it is fascinating
to watch and think about, (at least in my
view), one episode set after the end of the
war when food was very scarce, involving a
turkey ready to cook that was part of the
evidence for a murder investigation.
Several people wanted to cook the turkey
and there were some laughs with that episode. If you enjoy mysteries with a good
story (and perhaps enjoy the English humor), Nancy and I highly recommend the
videos. We get them from the library.
A “save the date” note. Our Detachment
will have a “Night at the Races” on Saturday September 19th. The event replaces
the one scheduled in May. More details in
next Scoop.
Also, remember our Detachment Picnic on
July 18th, it will be at our facility with
events and activities for all ages.

Another reminder to prepare for the Marine
Corps Ball on November 10, 2015. This is
the 240th anniversary of the memorable
day at Tun’s tavern

John Koch, Jim Appelbaum,Steve Michalski
At the end of June, we will, (as a detachment), have had the privilege to participate
in over 7,800 Honors ceremonies. That
equates to approximately 50,500 man hours.
If you equate that to the current fee that is
given to the detachment by the DOD/
Missouri, that is $780,000.00 dollars earned
over the past 13 years. In the beginning, we
were participating in Honors on an almost
daily basis as we had multiple teams available.
We currently have three firing teams and participate on a rolling quarterly schedule.
Teams 1 and 2 participate on either a Monday, Thursday or Friday. Team 3 handles Saturdays. Teams 1 and 2 are currently doing
Honors on Fridays.
Fridays are the busiest days for us to participate with an average of 20 funerals to be
conducted and spread between three firing
teams, MCL 183, and two other Veterans
Service Organizations.
Since Fridays are the busiest and our teams
have been decimated with injuries and health
issues, we need help from our members.
Please contact John Koch (314) 520-9247 to
volunteer.
Hal Holmes has relinquished his honor to
serve as Color Guard Leader. Taking over for
him is our Sr. Vice Commandant, Jim Appelbaum.

“Three
Spent Shells,
One for Duty,
One for Country,
One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.

For More Information:

Lee Wisniewski
314-821-2992
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Vietnam Wall: The Editor
The Traveling Vietnam Wall was on display
at the Soldiers Memorial Military Museum
on Chestnut Street in downtown St. Louis,
on June 5, 2015. The wall, a replica of the
permanent display in Washington, DC travels throughout the country. Several members of MCL 183 were on hand to assist in
dismantling to move to it’s next location.

A Single Rose Placed In Memory of One Lost to War

Judge Advocate: Eric Salabay
Registration and licensing of Motor Vehicles-Section 301.446.1
Any person who has served and was honorably discharged or currently serves in any branch of the United States Armed Forces or
reserves, the United States Coast guard or reserve, the United
States Merchant Marines or reserve or the Missouri National
Guard, or any subdivision of any of such services or a member of
the [ United States Marine Corps League] may apply for special
motor vehicle license plates, either solely or jointly, for issuance
either to passenger motor vehicles subject to the registration
fees provided in section 301.055, or to nonlocal property-caring commercial motor vehicles licensed for
a gross weight of six thousand pounds up through and including twelve thousand pounds as provided in
section 301.057.
What does this mean to me, a member of the League? You can be an associate member, honorary member or regular member to apply for Marine Corps League License plates. The cost is an extra $30.00 per
year but what a way to display your membership. You might even be the envy of your neighbors. You can
apply on line or your local license office will assist you .Lets see some more Marine Corps League license plates on the streets of St. Louis and around 5700 Leona Street.

MCL 183
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Day at The Races -September 19, 2015
Remember to save the day. September 19, 2015 will be our annual “Day at The Races”.
Here are pictures from past events

Marines from MCL 183 posted Colors and led the parade for St.
Stephens Parish Annual Event on Wednesday June 10. A great
turn out of Marines was appreciated by all. Ken Dieckmann followed closely in his well decorated vehicle. Kudos for those who
represented MCL 183 with honor.

MCL 183
5700 Leona Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63116
Monthly Meetings the last
Tuesday of the month

Marine of the Year:
2009

Jack Steinke

2010

Dick Sopp

2011

James Vance

2012

Dave Winkler

2013

Dick Sopp

2014

Mike Lee

League Calendar:

Senior Vice Commandant: James Applebaum
Commandant
Robert J. Scannell
(314) 560-6791
bobscannell@hotmail.com
Senior Vice Commandant
James Applebaum
(314) 757-5364
Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski
(314) 776-1905
Paymaster
Dr. John Hamilton. PhD
(314) 221-5318
Adjutant
David (Moose) McArthur
(314) 399-4282
Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann
(314) 570-8211

July 4

Webster Groves Parade

Webster Groves

July 18

Detachment Picnic

Detachment

September 19 Day at The Races

Detachment

Nov 10

Detachment

Marine Corps Birthday Ball

Summer is here and July will soon be upon us. We will be participating in Webster Groves July 4th parade. Everyone is welcome to join in. See me or one of the
staff for details.
We also will be having our annual picnic 18 July at the Detachment, doors open
at 11:00 hrs. until 18:00 hrs. and as usual free to all members. We do ask that
you bring a side dish to share.
Night at the races: 19 Sept. doors open at 18:00 hrs. We will have hot dogs, chili,
chips, popcorn and a cash bar.
Marine Corps Ball:
10 November 2015 is sill in the planning stage. We will have a surprise guest
speaker, “generally” speaking!

Sergeant At Arms
Gary Marshall
(314) 479-2720
Jr. Past Commandant
James L. Vance
(314) 749-1972
Judge Advocate
Eric Salabay
(314) 909-7454
Advisers
 Hal Holmes
 David Rowley
 Lee Wisniewski
Auxiliary President
Sharon Easter
Scoop Editor
Michael Lee
(314) 616-3726
Theeditor.mcl183@att.net
Photographers
Ken Dieckmann
Mike Lee
The Scoop, the newsletter of
Marine Corps League 183, South
St. Louis Detachment is a monthly
publication, self-published.
5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116

On May 23, 2015, Marines, (l.to r.) Mike Lee, Gary Marshall, Hal Holmes,
and Mike Sappington participated in the Memorial Day ceremony at Valhalla Cemetery. The “MIA” Project located the unclaimed cremains of 22
veterans from The Civil War, Spanish-American War, World War I, World
War II, and The Vietnam War. The Boy Scouts placed American Flags next
to each Veteran’s remains. The Veteran’s remains were ceremoniously
interred at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery on June 4 and 5 with full
Military Honors.
The annual “Sappington-Concord Historical Society Memorial Day Service was held
on May 25, 2015 at St. Lucas United
Church of Christ. The Marine Color Guard
(l. to r.), Mike Sappington, Hal Holmes,
Gary Marshal and Mike Lee posted Colors.
Also in attendance was associate member
Terry Strahan and son. The khaki shirt
worn worn by his son is Terry Strahan’s
father’s uniform from World war II.
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