
The "Red" cover. 
 

So what is all the fuss about asking members to wear the red Marine 

Corps League cover? 

According to MCL National By-Laws, the red cover with EGA emblem 

is the only item necessary for a member  to be considered "in uni-

form". 
 

The red cover and paid up membership card are needed to be 

officially recognized as a member and eligible to vote at our 

meetings. We have not previously been challenged, it could hap-

pen. Members at the minimum need to have a valid paid up or 

Life  membership card in order to vote at any membership meeting where a vote is taken. 
 

As some may have noticed, the phone tree has been put back into operation. Now we 

need to update phone numbers.  We also changed  mailings for the Scoop newsletter. 

We will be mailing from St. Louis Post Office and we are now receiving the non-for-profit 

status which will save us a lot on our postage expense. 
 
 

We need to all thank Marine Dick Tissel for all he and his wife Aleda have done in the 

past and we welcome Marine Mike Lee as he takes over as our Editor. 
 

This past month we have paid our respects to two of our members. Jack Stienke and 

Richard Schmidt.   Both Marines served as Commandants and both left us with many 

memories. 
 

Thanks to all that participated  in the Pass and Review and Burial for Jack. It truly 

showed how much he will be missed.  Jack was very active in the League and personally 

participated in 3,117 Funeral Honors. 
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Commandant’s Corner: Bob Scannell 

At the time of preparation for this month’s Scoop, I was  preparing to announce that 

due to illness, our Chaplain, Norb Butz was hospitalized and taking a leave of ab-

sence.   
 

We were notified on Tuesday May 19 that Norb’s condition had worsened and he was 

going to Hospice. 
 

It is with much sorrow that we announce that Norb  Butz passed away today 

(Wednesday May 20, 2015).  He was with family and loved ones during his final mo-

ments and passed peacefully. 
 

As Chaplain of MCL 183 for over 5 years, Norb was always present at the hospitals or 

nursing homes, caring for our members and their families.  He will be sorely missed. 



Ladies Auxiliary: Sharon Easter As well, a Proclamation for Jim and Karen Vance 

was presented  in recognition of their dedication 

and outstanding commitment over the past two 

and a half years as they diligently took on the 

responsibility of managing the new facility and 

the day to day operations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 12th was our Installation Ceremo-

ny and a celebration afterwards with an awe-

some array of food and drinks for all to enjoy. 

The May 26 League meal will be Chicken Cordon 

Bleu, Pasta, Mixed Vegetables, Salad, Rolls & 

most certainly dessert. 
 

Saturday, May 30th will find some of our Auxiliary 

ladies standing out in front of Sam’s Club in 

South County for our first Marine Rose Day this 

year.  We will be collecting for the Greater St. 

Louis Honor Flight Network. 
 

And coming up on June 19 and 20 in Springfield, 

Missouri is the Department of Missouri Conven-

tion.   Springfield is such a beautiful town and 

I’m sure it will be a very good meeting.   
 

And, last but certainly not least,  we are very 

happy to announce the two winners of this year’s 

Scholarship Awards:  to Robert “BO” Highfill 

sponsored by his grandparents Mike & Kathy 

Lee; and to Megan Steinke sponsored by her 

grandmother Adrienne Steinke.  Congratulations 

to both of them.  And we hope to present their 

Award Certificates in July at the League Picnic.  

And thanks to all who submitted their applica-

tions. 

While it was a sad day Monday, April 27th,  

when we learned Jack Steinke passed, it was 

a joyous occasion as his life was commemo-

rated by his family members at his funeral ser-

vice on May 4th.  Jack was a Marine, Jr. Past 

Commandant, Member of the Year in 2010, 

good friend, and a genuine good person to 

everyone.  While we will miss him, we will al-

ways remember our own special memories of 

him.  OORAH, Jack!! 

Saturday, April 18th turned out to be a beauti-

ful day for our Little Angels Luncheon at Mary 

Ann’s Tea Room.  There were ten of our Auxil-

iary ladies in attendance along with Jessica 

Woolbright of St. Martha’s Hall.   

 

At the League Meeting on Tuesday, April 28th, 

our Auxiliary 

ladies pre-

sented Certif-

icates of Ap-

preciation to 

s e v e r a l 

League mem-

bers for their 

support at 

our MCLA 

activities this 

past year:  Marine Rose Day, Jefferson Bar-

racks Building 52 Barbecues, Pizza Days and 

Dessert Days as well as the preparation and 

clean up of the Detachment after functions 

are held there.  We truly appreciate their sup-

port. 

   

LADIES 

AUXILIARY 

MISSION: 

The Marine Corps 

Auxiliary was 

formed for the 

purposes of 

promoting the 

interests of the  

Marine Corps, the 

Marine Corps 

League and to 

protect and 

advance the 

welfare of Marines 

and their 

dependents. 

Auxiliary members 

participate in a 

wide variety of 

programs that 

benefit and 

preserve the 

fundamental rights 

and freedoms of 

every person of 

this Nation, young 

and old.  
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This month I am going to mention two recent 

columns of Bill McClellan.  I am sure he 

won’t mind since he served in the Corps. 

You Marines that are big Cardinal fans and 

saw combat while serving in the Corps, will 

probably appreciate this story.  Bill was writ-

ing about Charlie McCarty (his company-an 

electrical contracting company-that hires 

veterans) who was a combat Marine in Viet 

Nam.  One night in Oct of 1968 Charlie was 

on a night ambush and it was the first game 

of the World Series.  Charlie had a transistor 

radio to listen to the game.  When Bob Gib-

son ended the game by striking out the side 

in the 9th, “Charlie shouted for joy into the 

quite jungle night.”  I wonder what the other 

members of his squad thought?  The nights 

that I was out on patrol in Viet Nam no one 

ever did anything like that. 

The second story involved a lady who was 

checking her genealogy for her family histo-

ry.  It turns out her uncle was Roland 

DeGregorio who was a member of our De-

tachment.  The article mentioned that Roland 

(who died in 2009) was famous as a singing 

waiter and a mailman.  The article said Ro-

land served with the Marines in WWII and 

was wounded on Iwo Jima.  A few days ago I 

was talking to Ed Rost at the gym at J.B. and 

Ed told me he used to do Toys for Tots with 

Roland at Hampton and Chippewa.  Ed said 

when drivers wouldn’t roll down their win-

dows, Roland would tap on the window and 

ask for the change in their ash tray.  My wife 

Nancy had a pleasant encounter with Roland 

at one of the Detachment’s social functions.  

Roland handed Nancy his jacket and asked 

her to help him putting it on.  He told Nancy 

that his wife always helped him with his jack-

ets. 

Till next time, Semper Fi          

At the end of May, we will, (as a detachment),  

have had the privilege to participate in over 

7,800 Honors ceremonies.  That equates to 

approximately 50,500 man hours.  If you 

equate that to the current fee that is given to 

the detachment by the DOD/Missouri, that is 

$780,000.00 dollars earned over the past 13 

years.  In the beginning, we were participat-

ing in Honors on an almost daily basis as we 

had multiple teams available. 

 

We currently have three firing teams and par-

ticipate on a rolling quarterly schedule. 

 

Teams 1 and 2 participate on either a Mon-

day, Thursday or Friday.  Team 3 handles Sat-

urdays.  Teams 1 and 2 are currently doing 

Honors on Fridays. 

 

Fridays are the busiest days for us to partici-

pate with an average of 20 funerals to be 

conducted and spread between three firing 

teams, MCL 183, and two other Veterans 

Service Organizations. 

 

Since Fridays are the busiest and our teams 

have been decimated with injuries and health 

issues, we need help from our members.  

Please contact John Koch  (314) 520-9247 to 

volunteer. 

An Associates View: Larry Idoux 

Honors and Color Guard:  
John Koch, Hal Holmes and Steve Michalski 

“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Duty, 

One for Country, 

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 

Page 3 Volume 1 Issue 5 

A Special Flag Ceremony: 
Floyd Clayton Vinyard: April 28, 2015 

Angie Vinyard, daughter of Floyd Calay-

ton and fiancée of Sgt. Gary Marshall is 

an avid “Thrift Shopper”.  On one of her 

forays in to the bargain field, she came 

upon an American Flag, already folded tri

-corner as if from another Veteran’s buri-

al ceremony. 

 

A n g i e ’ s 

father, an 

Army Vet-

eran, was 

given full 

M i l i t a r y 

Honors on 

August 14, 

2002.  At 

this cere-

mony, her brother received the flag.  An-

gie, wanting to have a  Flag honoring her 

father, brought the item she purchased 

to the Commandant and Staff and asked 

if she could have the flag folding and 

blessings by Norb Butz and her new fami-

ly at MCL 183.  This was done in honor of 

not only her father, but the “unknown 

soldier”. 

 

Presenting the flag to Angie, is Sgt. Dick 

Tissell, along with Sgt. Hal Homes. 



For More Information: 

 

Lee Wisniewski 

314-821-2992 
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2015 Election of Officers 
Commandant     Robert Scannell 

Senior Vice Commandant  James Applebaum 

Junior Vice Commandant  Steve Michalski 

Junior Past Commandant  James Vance 

Paymaster      Dr. John Hamilton 

Adjutant      David McArthur 

Judge Advocate     Eric Salabay 

Sergeant at Arms    Gary Marshall 

Advisers      Ken Dieckman 

        Lee Wisniewski 

        David Rowley 
 
Officers were nominated at the March monthly meeting and Elections 

were conducted at the April monthly meeting.  Only the above slate of 

nominees were submitted for election as there were no other nominees.  

This slate of Officers was elected by acclamation.  Induction will be on 

May 26, 2015. 

Marine Corps League & Auxiliary—92nd National Convention 2015 

This years convention will be held at the Scottsdale Plaza Resort, 7200 N. 

Scottsdale Rd,  Scottsdale, Arizona.  85253 

This years host is “The Department of Arizona”, John Walker Chairman. The 

days are August 9th—15th, 2015. 

For reservations (the Scottsdale Plaza resort is sold out), contact the 

Scottsdale Resort & Conference Center located at 7700 E. McCormick 

Parkway, Scottsdale, Arizona 85258, Phone: 1-480-991-9000.  Use group 

code: Marine Corps League for the group rate of $94.00. 

This is your opportunity to be a part of the League’s deliberations on pro-

posed changes to the constitution, uniform regulations and many other 

League decisions. 

If you PLAN on attending, contact the Commandant. 
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In Memoriam Steinke, John G. Jack Monday, April 27, 

2015. Husband of Adrienne (nee Lynch); fa-

ther of John T., Thomas (Catherine), Joseph, 

Robert and Lawrence (Crystal); grandfather 

of seven; great-grandfather of one; brother of 

Robert, James (Carol) and Joseph (Helga). 

Past Commandant Marine Corps League 183 

and Korea War Veteran. 

 

Jack, a member of Firing Team 1 for over 13 

years participated in 3117 Honors  ceremo-

nies, 77 Color Guard over 50 Pass and re-

view.  Always willing to help, always there 

with a joke, (told numerous times, but always 

getting a laugh),   will be sorely missed by his 

families, both personal and the members of 

MCL 183. 

 

“His master replied, “Well done good and 

faithful servant!  You have been faithful with 

a few things: I will put you in charge of many 

things.  Come and share your master’s happi-

ness”. 

 

 

Richard (Dick) Schmidt 

John, (Jack) Steinke 

Schmidt, Richard W. Asleep in Jesus on Sun-

day, May 10, 2015. Beloved husband of the 

late Carol Schmidt (nee Gibson); loving fa-

ther of Richard (Lisa) Schmidt, Shelley 

(Mike) Wozniak and Sandy Schmidt; dear 

brother of Rev. Neil (Lois) Schmidt; special 

friend to Debbie Rickermann; our dearest 

grandfather, greatgrandfather, uncle, great-

uncle, cousin and friend to many. Richard 

proudly served in the U.S.M.C. during the 

Korean War.  Past Commandant, Marine 

Corps League 183, St. Louis. 

Norb Butz, Chaplain for MCL 183 for over 

5 years passed away as  this month’s 

Scoop was being prepared.  The Comman-

dant had just announced his leave of ab-

sence when, he passed peacefully and 

without pain while in Hospice.  It is with 

much sorrow that we mourn  the loss of 

our Chaplain, friend and fellow Marine. 

Norb Butz 
May 20, 2015 



5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings the last 
Tuesday of the month 

Commandant 

Robert J. Scannell 

(314) 560-6791  

bobscannell@hotmail.com  

Senior Vice Commandant 

James Applebaum 

(314) 757-5364 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Steve Michalski 

(314) 776-1905 

Paymaster 

Dr. John Hamilton. PhD 

(314) 221-5318 

Adjutant 

George “Doc” Herrera 

(314) 399-4282 

Chaplain 

 

 

Sergeant At Arms 

David “Moose” McArthur 

(314) 769-2209 

Jr. Past Commandant 

James L. Vance 

(314) 749-1972 

Judge Advocate 

Eric Salabay 

(314) 909-7454 

Advisers 

 Hal Holmes 

 Ken Dieckman 

 Lee Wisniewski 

Auxiliary President 

Sharon Easter 

Scoop Editor  

Michael Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

Theeditor.mcl183@att.net 

Photographers 

Ken Dieckman 

Mike Lee 
 

The Scoop, the newsletter of  

Marine Corps League 183, South 

St. Louis Detachment is a monthly 

publication, self-published.  

5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116  

 

 

June 19-20 Department of Missouri Convention  Springfield 

July 18  Detachment Picnic   Detachment 

TBD  Day at The Races 

Nov 10  Marine Corps Birthday Ball  Detachment 

Marines, Auxiliary, and Associates.  The Staff and supporting members plan and exe-

cute numerous events and programs throughout the year.   

 

The  events are fund-raisers to support not only our Detachment and facilities but 

most of all, to support the Marines and their families throughout the Metro area.  One 

of your duties and honor is  to serve your fellow Marines.   

 

Please support the events  of our detachment. 

League Calendar:  

Senior Vice Commandant-James Applebaum 

Marine of the Year: 

2009  Jack Steinke  2010  Dick Sopp 

2011  James Vance  2012  Dave Winkler 

2013  Dick Sopp  2014  Mike Lee  

MCL #184 Pistol Shoot 
AMATEUR PISTOL SHOOTING COMPETITION 

June 6th, 2015—9:00 AM 

On Target Range and Gun Store 

590 Vance Road, Valley Park, MO  

 

Proceeds go to help local Marines.   

Cost $40.00 Includes tee-shirt 

 Shooters provide own ammo of at least 50 rounds (9mm or larger) 

 Simulated IDPA Course 

 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Trophies 

Raffle and BBQ during the day; 
 

RAFFLE 

$10 per ticket—6 for $50 

Winner has choice of : 

Springfield XDS 9mm Pistol Ruger AR15 556 Rifle 

To register od additional Information, Contact: 

On Target 636-861-1055 ask for Rowland or Donna 

Support our Brother Detachments 



Once A Marine, Always A Marine 
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