Marine Corps League, South St. Louis
Detachment 183

The Scoop
July 2015
Commandant’s Corner:
Bob Scannell
What a great July we've had so
far. Our July 4th Parade in
Webster was a wonderful experience for all that attended.
When there are people standing, cheering and clapping
along the route, it makes all of
us proud. Thanks to all that
participated. Hal said we did OK.

Flag Protocol.
There are only eight places that by Presidential proclamation and law that display the flag 24 hours a day.
The USMC Memorial (Iwo Jima) is one.
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Donations are still being received in the memory of our beloved Marine, Norbert Butz. Donations to our Detachment
are always appreciated to help us defer maintenance costs,
ordinary and extraordinary expenses. The funds are tax
deductible as we are a non-profit organization.
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We had a wonderful picnic at our Detachment this past
weekend. Great food and fun for everyone. A BIG THANKS
to all that helped in putting this together. Their efforts made
this event even more special.
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When the national Anthem is played, men not in uniform should remove headdress with their right hand
and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over
the heart.
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on the same level, to the right of the flag of the United
States of America, except during church services
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church pennant may be flown above the flag during
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We will have our yearly AED Course, (Automated External
Defibrillator), on August the 1st. Thanks to all that signed up
for this. Please call me for the start time. It will only be a
couple hours of your time.
Volunteers are needed for a Gun Show in St. Charles on the
1st and 2nd of August. We are looking for two man teams
to sell raffle tickets for the two rifles. Please contact Lee
Wizniewski or me if you can volunteer.
Thanks need to go out to Dave and Delana Winkler for all
the work that they do around the Detachment. Their love for
Marines and our building shows.
I would also thank Carole Lyston for her time and work in
planting flowers and mulching around our building. It looks
great.
A Serve Safe Class will be held soon. This is for all that help
work in the kitchen serving food. It will be taught by our own
Marine and Culinary Chef, Mike Downey. The date will be
established soon. Anyone interested, please contact me.

No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume
or athletic uniform. However, a flag patch may be
affixed to the uniform of military personnel, firemen,
policemen, and members of patriotic organizations.
The flag represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag pin
being a replica, should be worn on the left lapel near
the heart.
On Memorial Day, flags are flown at half-staff from
sunrise until noon only, and then raised quickly to fullstaff.
Don't forget your RED COVER
The official uniform of The Marine Corps League.
Eric E. Salabay Judge Advocate Detachment 183
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Ladies Auxiliary: Sharon Easter
Well, I believe summer in St. Louis is definitely
here! These 90+ degree days we’ve been having
and the humidity that goes along with those temps
makes it even more intolerable some days. We
are ‘hale & hardy’ though, so we will be able to
make it through the ‘dog days of summer’.

LADIES
AUXILIARY
MISSION:
The Marine Corps
Auxiliary was
formed for the
purposes of
promoting the

June was a pretty quiet month for the Ladies Auxiliary with the exception of the Department of Missouri Convention in Springfield, Missouri on June
19 and 20. We are happy to report that Ellie Sopp
was installed as President and Carol Holmes as
Senior VP for the Department of Missouri.
Congratulations to both of you.

At our July 14 Auxiliary Meeting, we were very happy to present a $1,000.00 check to Harry Hope for
the Honor Flight Network of Greater St. Louis. This
money was collected on our May 30 Marine Rose
Day. Needless to say, Harry was very happy to receive this check in support of their mission to
transport Veterans to Washington, DC to visit those
memorials dedicated to honor their service and sacrifices. He shared several interesting stories as did his
wife Terry.

What a wonderful time we had on Saturday, July
4th, participating in the Webster Groves Annual
Parade. The crowd was tremendous and very
supportive as they waved, whistled, and clapped
as our Marines marched by. We look forward to
participating again next year.

interests of the
Marine Corps, the
Marine Corps
League and to
protect and
advance the
welfare of Marines
and their
dependents.
Auxiliary members
participate in a
wide variety of
programs that
benefit and
preserve the
fundamental rights
and freedoms of
every person of
this Nation, young
and old.

For those who missed it, the League Picnic on Saturday, July 18th was AWESOME! We were served
great picnic fare, Pulled Pork, Hot Dogs and Hamburgers. The side dishes and dessert were great.
We are looking forward to the Barbecue at Jefferson
Barracks Building 52 on Saturday, July 25.
Also, as was mentioned as an EXTRA as the June
Scoop was ‘being put to bed’ Ellie Sopp was selected
as the Department of Missouri Member of the Year.
This is quite an honor bestowed on Ellie and definitely very deserving. She does so much on behalf of
the League and the Auxiliary (too much to mention in
this short article) not to mention the other organizations she belongs to and of course her family.
Congratulations, Ellie.
The Ladies will be preparing BBQ Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, Slaw, Green Beans, Rolls and Pie for dessert for the League Meal on Tuesday, July 28,
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An Associates View: Larry Idoux Honors and Color Guard:
Last month Nancy and I visited Springfield,
Illinois to visit the Lincoln Library and other
attractions in the area. We went to Oak
Ridge Cemetery where Abraham Lincoln is
buried; near his tomb are the Illinois Korean
War Memorial and the Viet Nam Memorial.
Even though most of you Marines reading
this have never lived in Illinois, the two memorials are quite impressive and worth the 2
hour drive to Springfield.
The Korean War Memorial has octagon
granite walls with the names of 1,752 Illinois
veterans KIA. The Viet Nam Memorial has 5
granite walls-one for each branch of the service and an eternal flame. On one side of
each wall are the names of the Illinois MIAs
of that branch with the other side having the
words of the hymn of that branch.

John Koch, Jim Appelbaum, Steve Michalski

A SPECIAL REQUEST…
To those members of the Honor and
Color Guard that are no longer active, we need your raincoats.
New members are without rain gear
and as you well know, the weather
can be “iffy” this time of year. Unless all members have raingear, we
all get wet.

There is a separate wall (similar to the Viet
Nam Wall in D.C.) with the names of the almost 3000 Illinois Veterans who died fighting
that war. I saw the name of one of my
friends from grade school days.
We were unable to attend the Webster
Groves parade, I have heard several reports
regarding how patriotic the parade viewers
were both to the American Flag and to your
Marines and Auxiliary members who
marched or rode in he parade.

“Three

Pitch In: The Editor
Saturday July 18 was our detachment picnic. We
had a limited number of Marines, Associates, Auxiliary members and spouses. A great time was there
for the asking. The food was great, the company
even better. We had a raffle, Bingo and fellowship.
The only thing missing was YOU.
A great amount of time goes in to planning and executing events such as this. They are there for you.
Why didn’t we have an overflow of members? We
have over 200 members in MCL 183 and not even
15% were there.

Mark your calendars for 19 September, it is
the Detachment’s Night at the Races. In
addition to being a fun evening it is a fund
raiser to help support the Detachment, so
bring your relatives and friends. Plans are
being finalized, some details are in this issue
(see page 6) with more to follow in next
month’s Scoop.

The 80/20 rule applies at the Detachment, 80% of
the efforts to enhance or participate in events at the
detachment are accomplished by 20% of the members. It is this same 20% that helps to make our
detachment the best in the State.
Step up members, be a part of ALL of the events.

Spent Shells,
One for Duty,
One for Country,
One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.
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VFW and VA Assistance
Ryan Shaw, VFW, explains how the VFW offers a wide range of
assistance programs aimed at helping veterans of every generation. Whether that means providing free, professional help filing
or appealing a VA claim, offering scholarships for post-secondary
education or providing emergency financial relief when times get
tough, the VFW is there for America's veterans. For information
and assistance, contact Ryan at the VA office 400 18th St, St.
Louis, MO, 800-827-1000

Boy Scout, Will Griffin recruits veterans to do interviews for his Eagle
Scout project. Will is guiding other Scouts who will be working with
him on this project. He will be conducting interviews with veterans to
share their experiences while in the military. He will be documenting
with video and photos, the experiences of each veteran. When complete, this project will be sent to the Library of Congress to be made
available to everyone. He would like to let these veterans have the
chance to share their stories in a broad scope. Most veterans would
benefit greatly from passing their story down, and so would this nation.
Contact Will at 636-675-9962 or email at
griff.willc17@gmail.com

On The
Footrpints

New memebers; Bob
McMullen, Al Dreste and
John Mullin share their experiences and Marine Corps
background as they join
MCL 183

Chaplain’s Desk:

Ken Dieckmann

I was driving down the street on the way to the detachment and noticed the church
information board stating “Have you thanked God today?” I thought about all the
asking we do for good health, good weekend, no rain, not too hot. How many times
do we say thank you? I met two Marines with their wives at a restaurant that evening as they were celebrating one of the wives birthday. Wife and I sat a few tables
away and I thought how enjoyable it was to sit by two fellow Marines, two heroes
from the Corps, two who stood as I did to be counted for combat or whatever our
country would ask us to do. We were willing to give our lives as our country called
on us. Now we are relaxing at a restaurant. I made a house visit to a fellow Marine
a short time ago and his wife stated he always wears his Marine Cap when they go
to the store. (continued page 5)

I Can’t
Hear You !
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MCL 183 Gears Up for 2017 Convention Bid
Detachment Staff, Members and Associates met on July 13 at the Ballpark Hilton to take the first
steps to win the 2017 National Convention bid. We will be sponsoring a hospitality suite at the upcoming convention in Arizona, August 9-15, 2015 to entice Senior League Staff to award the Bid to MCL
183. Here are some pictures of the meeting. As you will see, “This Buds for You”

From the Chaplains Desk: (continued from page 4)
He he sits in the front waiting for her, and they both admitted to me each time a fellow Marine will
come and sit by him and reflect on past military experiences and pass the time as thou they
were the best of buddies. As I reflect on their experiences I realize what an important part the
Marine Corps has made in our lives. I thank God for giving me this opportunity to be your Chaplain, to be a member of our detachment and to be a member of the United States Marine Corps.
Let us not forget the sick and injured members as well as their spouses who often carry the flag
for us when we are unable.
Also keep in your prayers: Jim Vance and family, Dave Winkler and family, Moose McArthur and
family, Jim Maguire, Gene Blasé, Gordon Murrell, Alfred Krupski, and Dick Sopp.
Remember our food pantry each month as the need is great and the grace of God will be with
you.
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Day at The Races -September 19, 2015

MCL 183
5700 Leona Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63116
(314)352-USMC
Monthly Meetings the last
Tuesday of the month
Dinner at 18:00 Hrs

Marine of The Year:
2009

Jack Steinke

2010

Dick Sopp

2011

James Vance

2012

Dave Winkler

2013

Dick Sopp

2014

Mike Lee

League Calendar:

Senior Vice Commandant: James Applebaum

Commandant
Robert J. Scannell
(314) 560-6791
bobscannell@hotmail.com

September 19 Night at The Races

Detachment

Nov 10

Detachment

Senior Vice Commandant
James Applebaum
(314) 757-5364

Night at The Races: 19 Sept. doors open at 18:00 hrs. We will have hot dogs,
chili, chips, popcorn and a cash bar.

Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski
(314) 776-1905
Paymaster
Dr. John Hamilton. PhD
(314) 221-5318
Adjutant
David (Moose) McArthur
(314) 399-4282
Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann
(314) 570-8211
Sergeant At Arms
Gary Marshall
(314) 479-2720
Jr. Past Commandant
James L. Vance
(314) 749-1972

Marine Corps Ball:
10 November 2015 is sill in the planning stage. We will have a surprise guest
speaker, “generally” speaking!

Rifle Raffle:

Auxiliary President
Sharon Easter
Scoop Editor
Michael Lee
(314) 616-3726
Theeditor.mcl183@att.net
Honors Commander
John Koch
(314) 822-2748
The Scoop, the newsletter of
Marine Corps League 183, South
St. Louis Detachment is a monthly
publication, self-published.
5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116

Lee Wisniewski

The past three years Dick and Ellie Sopp have been attending Gun Shows around the
local as well as outlying areas promoting the Commemorative M-1 Garand Rifle raffle.
The funds raised have gone a long way in keeping the Detachment maintenance and
upkeep expenses paid. Dick and Ellie have taken a well deserved step back and I have
taken over this endeavor.
This year, we are raffling two items. 1st Place is Winner’s Choice of either a John
Wayne Commemorative 32-40 Winchester Rifle with two boxes of Commemorative ammo or a gently used Browning 30-06 with Nikon 4 x 10 Scope. Raffle tickets are $5.00
each or $20.00 for 5. See me if you haven’t received your tickets.

Judge Advocate
Eric Salabay
(314) 909-7454
Advisers
 Hal Holmes
 David Rowley
 Lee Wisniewski

Marine Corps Birthday Ball

Tickets;
$5.00 each
Or
5 for $20.00
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