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Greetings to all.  One of the duties as a Commandant is to attend to the 
Final farewell of one of our brother Marines.  This task came upon us 
again when on 4 November, we said goodbye to our brother Marine, 
Jim Maguire; our longtime friend and spokesman for Toys4Tots. 

We are grateful to our Chaplain, Ken Dieckmann for seeing the notice 
for Jim in the obituaries, just one day before Jim's ceremony. 

A big Thanks to our Honor Guard members for rising to this occasion on a very short notice 
and attending to the ceremony at Jefferson Barracks. As usual, they looked sharp and shot 
just as well. 

Here's where I'm going with this. Jim was a very dedicated and loyal Marine to this 
Detachment.  His family even commented several times about his love of the Corps and our 
Detachment. Yet his family did not think to contact us let us know of his passing.  Had we 
known, we would have held “Pass and Review” at the funeral home as well as the commitment 
shelter at Jefferson Barracks.  We are a Brotherhood that looks out for each other and one of 
the best things that we do for each other, when the time comes, is to all come together and 
pay our respects. 

Please notify your family to be sure to contact us as soon as possible.  We do send flowers,  
help with the notice in the paper, and notify our members through our automated phone 
system.   

We honor our fellow Marine with a Pass and Review with a Color Guard present at the funeral 
home.  We will pay our final respects with a full honors ceremony at the internment, whether 
Jefferson Barracks or a private cemetery. Please make sure your family notifies us on your 
passing. 

We would also ask that if your family remembers the Detachment in your passing, that we will 
gladly accept mementos or any other contributions that they would care to send.  If your fallen 
loved one was a “Life Member”, please notify us and we will be able have the National office of 
the Marine Corps League continue his legacy of annual remittance to MCL 183. 

There are a lot of Thank You’ s to go around to all that helped make our Marine Corps Birthday 
Ball a huge success.  We were also joined with our newest members from the NGA team. 
Which some of you remember as Defense Mapping.   We have embarked on a wonderful 
relationship with NGA and it is growing into a great mix of ideas.  We can all benefit from this 
relationship. 

NO DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
Next Meeting 31 January 2017

Commandant’s Corner:  Bob Scannell



On October 26, Carol McCarthy, Jeanne Kiefer, Gail 
Dillard and myself went to Augusta to help the FOCUS 

group put together binders for their November conference. It is always a pleasure to help such a 
worthy cause. 
 

The Marine Corps Ball Saturday night was nice; Andre’s did a great job putting things together. A 
special thanks to Carole Lyston, Carol McCarthy, Mary Lynn Jost, Chris Dreste and Carol Grimm, 
who helped me get the tables set and hand out flowers and coins. We also had help from two of 
our Auxiliary husbands Ed Lyston and Tom McCarthy. Thank you. 
 

We are preparing for our Auxiliary Christmas Party at Carole Lyston’s house on December 13. I 
hope all our members will be able to come. 
 

We are always looking for new members, please see one of our Auxiliary members for infor-
mation.  Our next meeting will be January 10, 2017 at 7:00pm. 
 

Our very own Pauline Peterson has written a book “Christmas Bear’s Wish” and it is now avail-
able to our member’s at a reduced price.   
 

Pauline reflects her own family’s Christmas spirit and Midwest traditions.  
Dawn Peterson, Maine’s popular children’s illustrator, has created memo-
rable images. 
 
See Carole Holmes for order forms to receive the discounted price of 
$15.95, a savings of $4.00 

Ladies Auxiliary: Carol Holmes 

LADIES 

AUXILIARY 

MISSION: 

The Marine Corps 

Auxiliary was 

formed for the 

purposes of 

promoting the 

interests of the  

Marine Corps, the 

Marine Corps 

League and to 

protect and 

advance the 

welfare of Marines 

and their 

dependents. 

Auxiliary members 

participate in a 

wide variety of 

programs that 

benefit and 

preserve the 

fundamental rights 

and freedoms of 

every person of 

this Nation, young 

and old.  
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CHAPLAIN REPORT: KEN DIECKMANN 
 

Christmas is such a happy time of the year 
when we spend time with family and friends 
and our fellow Marines.  With the Christmas 
spirit, we provide time to help support the 
Toys for Tots program, it is after all a time 
of giving and helping for those less fortu-
nate.   
 
Those who rely on the Lord will find joy and 
consolation in His presence.  Christmas 
reminds us that the greatest gift we can 

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann 

receive is the gift of God’s love, which 
was expressed in Jesus Christ.  Now that 
Christmas is near, believe with all your 
heart in a brighter tomorrow.  Renew your 
high hopes for a better future and the 
Lord will bless you abundantly.  Amen 
 
Keep our sick and injured members and 
families in your prayers, God Bless Amer-
ica, God Bless our Marines: Gene Blasé, 
Larry Giesler, Alexander Krupski, Jim 
Maguire, Ken Peterson, Dick Sopp, Rob 
Wodicker, and Lee Wisniewski. 

November Meal: 
Polish Sausage, Sauerkraut,  
Potatoes, Corn Salad, Rolls,  

And Dessert. 
Dinner Bell at 18:00 Hrs  $7.00 

 



“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Duty, 

One for Country, 

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 
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8,000+ Honors 
 

We need members for the Honor Guard.  Please con-

tact Charlie Dooling at  (314) 351-4913. 
 

Uniforms are provided, both the standard MCL uni-

form as well as dress blues 

Honors and Color Guard:  

James Applebaum Sr. Vice Commandant 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
 Tenacious Eats Brunch  3 December  
 
  Christmas Party          11 December 
 
  Upcoming (TBD) Honor and Color Guard 
    appreciation dinner. This for those currently 
    active as well as past members of these elite 
     teams. 

 

 Toys For Tots Collections 
 Friday       November  25 
 Saturday       November  26 
 

Marines and all members, as we enter into the 
Holiday Season, we are going to be very busy 
with color/honor guards, detachment functions, 
and Toys For Tots.  We have many things to ac-
complish with a limited number of volunteers. So, 
if you can help out with any of these events 
please see me or anyone on the staff.   
 
We have established a new pay scale for Hall 
Monitors for events at the Detachment.   
 
For about four hours of work, you can earn 
$70.00. If there is a rehearsal on a different day in 
addition to a Wedding, you will be compensated 
for that also, up to $140.00. Nice pocket money 
and just in time for Christmas. 

This Month in Marine Corps History 

1 November 1983: 300 Marines of the 22d Ma-
rine Amphibious Unit staged an amphibious 
and helicopter landing on the island of Car-
riacou, 15 miles northeast of Grenada, in a 
search for Cuban military installations or 
personnel.   
 

10 November 1921: This date marked the first 
formal commemoration of the birthday of the 
Marine Corps as 10 November. On 21 Octo-
ber 1921, Maj Edwin McClellan, OIC of the 
Historical Section, HQMC, sent a memo to 
MajGen Commandant John A. Lejeune, 
suggesting that the original birthday of 10 
November 1775 be declared a Marine 
Corps holiday to be celebrated throughout 
the Corps.  
  

13 November 1982: The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, containing the names of more 
than 13,000 Marines who lost their lives in 
Vietnam, was dedicated this date at the Me-
morial site in Washington, D.C. The dedica-
tion and parade that preceded it were part of 
a week-long National Salute to Vietnam Vet-
erans. 
 

17 November 1943:  The 4th Marine Brigade, 
as part of the 2d Division, American Expedi-
tionary Force, began its march to the Rhine 
River, passing through Belgium and Luxem-
bourg, as part of the American forces occu-
pying a defeated Germany  
 

20 November 1943:  The 2d Marine Division, 
commanded by Major General Julian C. 
Smith, landed on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, 
Gilbert Islands. After seventy-six hours of 
bitter fighting during which almost 1,000 
Marines died, and more than 2,000 were 
wounded,  
 

27 November 1950: In a carefully planned as-
sault, eight Chinese Communist divisions in 
Korea launched a massive attack which had 
as its expressed purpose, the destruction of 
the 1st Marine Division. This action led to 
the successful southward Marine Corps at-
tack out of the Changjin (Chosin) Reservoir 
to the coastal port of Hungnam 



MUST READ – SECTION 645 – LIFE MEMBERS  
 Regular or Associate Members of the Marine Corps League who are in good standing as defined in Section 615:   
GOOD STANDING- All members shall be considered in good standing in the Marine Corps League, (a) Except when: Required dues 
are not paid, and transmitted, on or before expiration date as is shown on the member’s card. They may become a LIFE MEMBER, 
upon proper payment of the fee, as is required herein. A LIFE MEMBER shall be subject to the payment of NO further dues to a De-
tachment, Department, or National. Such member shall have all the privileges, rights, and benefits enjoyed as a member so long as 
that LIFE MEMBER shall live. Should a Marine Corps League member choose to become a member in multiple Detachments, they 
must become a member in good standing by paying Annual or Life, Membership dues in each additional Detachment. The Life Mem-
bership fee shall be as established by the National Convention. 
 

Age Category... – ...Cost 2016 
…..0. – 35 — $500 ● 36 – 40 — $400 ● 41 – 50 — $400 ● 51 – 64 — $300 ● 65 – over — $200 

 

Example if you pay your dues at the current rate of $35.00 per year and you are 40 years old.  By the time you reach 65 to get  the 
reduced rate of $200.00, you will have paid in $875.00.  Plus you don’t have to worry about writing a check every year.  Do it now, 
save $275.00 

Jr. Vice Commandant: Ken McGuffey 
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A new tradition was added this year to our Birthday celebration festivities. This year our South St. Louis Detachment 
opened up the Hal Holmes room on the evening of the 10th.  
 
In addition to members there were family and friends that came along, the feeling in the room was truly like family coming 
together to celebrate. Not a formal event by any stretch, but a relaxed family get together.  
 
It was interesting to watch as people moved from around the room to talk to different folks, shoot some pool, or get a refill. 
There were a few toasts a little cake and lots of laughs.  
 
We had over 50 people that night celebrating. If you missed it you really want to put it on your calendar next year. 

Web Sergeant “Stel” Steller 

“The Real Birthday Celebration” 
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Detachment Christmas Party 

11 December 2016 

15:00 to 19:00 

 

$20.00 Per Person 

includes Beer, Wine, Soda, 

Mixed Drinks $1.00 

 

Buffet Dinner and  Desserts 

Entertainment  

  

                   Contact:  

                   Jim Appelbaum    

                   jmappel@sbcglobal.net  

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO TOYS FOR TOTS 

THROUGH MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT 183 
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Marine Corps Ball—2016 

From the moment that the Ceremony started, to the last note of the wonderful 
music, the attendees for our 241st Marine Corps Ball were treated to a great 
evening. No one left disappointed. 
 

Beautiful Ladies, handsome Marines in uniform. Swords gleaming in the lights. 
Wonderful food and music. A beautiful birthday cake to celebrate our heritage. 
Souvenir glasses and Challenge coins. 
 

We are grateful to our newest members for helping with the ceremonies. Eric and 
Michelle Rodriguez came forward and brought a fresh look to our tradition of hon-
oring our Corps through the Commandants message and also that of  
General John Lejeune.  
 

Our Color Guard was flawless in their presentation as well as our Cake presentation detail.  The ceremonial music was military sharp 
and the jazz band put smiles on all that listened. 
 

Many thanks to our Ladies Auxiliary, as they shared in the contribution to a very wonderful evening. We could not have done this with-
out your help.  All your efforts are truly appreciated. 
 

We also wish to thank and welcome all from the NGA group that joined us and are now forever a part of our family and Detachment. 
 I could not be more pleased. 
 

I sincerely thank all of you. The Family of Marine Corps League 183, — Semper F i— Bob Scannell, Commandant 

Marine Corps League 

South Saint Louis  

Detachment 183 

 

Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

November 5, 2016 



5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

(314)352-USMC 

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings  
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs 

Dinner  Bell 18:00 Hrs 

Commandant 

Robert J. Scannell 

(314) 560-6791  

bobscannell@hotmail.com  

Senior Vice Commandant 

James Applebaum 

(314) 757-5364 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Ken McGuffey 

314) 827-7874 

Paymaster 

Dan Hanks 

(314) 441-1806 

Adjutant 

Ed Dodson 

(314) 604-6254399-4282 

Chaplain 

Ken Dieckmann 

(314) 570-8211 

Sergeant At Arms 

Mike Venable 

(314) 835-8554 

Jr. Past Commandant 

James L. Vance 

(314) 749-1972 

Judge Advocate 

Mike Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

Advisers 

 Hal Holmes 

 Jim Grimm 

 Lee Wisniewski 

Auxiliary President 

Carol Holmes 

(636) 677-1712 

Scoop Editor  

Michael Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

theeditor.mcl183@att.net 

Honors Commander 

Charles Dooling 

(314) 351-4913 
 

The Scoop, the newsletter of  

Marine Corps League 183, South 

St. Louis Detachment is a monthly 

publication, self-published.  

5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116  

Date    Event     Location 

 25 November    Toys For Tots Collections 

 26 November    Toys For Tots Collections 

 3 December    Tenacious Eats    Detachment 

                            (proceeds to support Toys For Tots) 

11 December    Christmas Party   Detachment  

League Calendar 

Marine of The Year: 

2010  Dick Sopp  2011  James Vance 

2012  Dave Winkler  2013  Dick Sopp 

2014  Mike Lee  2015  Bob Jost 
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Judge Advocate; Michael Lee 

As we enter this Holiday Season, we must remember what it’s about.  It’s 
not just turkey , stuffing and all of the fixins’.  It’s about why we celebrate 
these Holidays.  
  
Thanksgiving for being the greatest Nation in the world, Thanksgiving  that 
we can voice our opinions about our Country. Thanksgiving for what we 
have.  There are people across the globe that are suffering with little or no 
food or drinkable water. 
 

We just finished a very tumultuous National and local elections.  Regardless 
of your vote, we need to support our elected officials. 
 

Our President-elect is Donald Trump, like it or not, we need to step up and 
support our leaders.  As a Republic, (not a Republican), the people have 
spoken.  Step up Marines, let’s get this country on the right track. 

Semper Fi Magazine:  Fall Issue 2016 

Color Guard 
Busch Stadium,  

21 May 2016 

Marines, Paul Campos, Michael Lee, Bob Scannell and Jim Appelbaum present the 

Colors at an opening ceremony at Busch Stadium.  They were recognized in the 

Fall Issue of Semper Fi magazine.  OOrah!  



Once A Marine, Always A Marine 

Marine  Corps Ball ● 5 November 2016 

Marine Corps Birthday Party — Detachment  

 10 November 2016 

MCL 183 
South St. Louis Detachment 
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5700 Leona Street 

St. Louis, MO 63116 
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