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As your Commandant, there is not enough that I can 
say as to how proud I am of our members and 

friends that stepped up to help with our events this quarter. It is very 
memorable to say the least.  
  
Our greatest achievement had to be with our collection this year for Toys 4 
Tots. Our pride was very evident in seeing all the Marines and volunteers out 
on the street corners and filling the buckets with grateful donations. To top 
that off, we were helped by our friends Liz and Steve from Tenacious Eats. 

They put together a wonderful party for children and adults alike. We had food donated from six 
restaurants as well as Steve Cramer and his Marionettes, old time classic movies, and Santa and a 
couple elves to boot warmly greeting us. We gathered toys and donations that more than filled Santa's 
bag. Liz and Steve promised that next year’s event will double what was collected this first year. 
 

We spent a day collecting and delivering toys and bikes. Let's say several days, of delivering toys to 
needy children and food to hungry families. 
Our proudest moment came when we delivered a check to the Marine Corps Reserve Commanding 
Officer, Lt Col. Mike Fitts.  Our meeting with him included nearly twenty Marines, all part of 3/23.  We 
are proud to say that we were able to present the Colonel with a check for $20,000.  OORah Marines, 
well done. 

  

How can we possibly top this year’s efforts?  We can, and will. The children of Saint Louis are counting 
on us. 
 

Allow me to take this moment to thank everyone that worked hard and supported me this past year.  
Without your help, it would not have been such a success.  We challenged ourselves and overcame 
many obstacles. This coming year will be more of the same and working together is the only way that 
we can remain the respected detachment that we are. 
 

For some of you, in a few months, you will be making a decision; you can leave your post, or run for re-
election to your existing office.  You can also run for another office and learn of the workings of 
another major position. Either way, your hard work has been much appreciated. 
 

Stay healthy and well in the years to come. Challenge yourself and put your experience to good use. 
 

Again, many thanks for all your hard work. It hasn't gone unnoticed. 
 
 

 

Commandant’s Corner:  Bob Scannell 

 

General 

Meeting 

Tuesday 

31 January 17 
 



 
The detachment Christmas Party was held on December 13.  We enjoyed the food, drink and fellowship. 
We had great entertainment, including Santa and his reindeer.  
 
The auxiliary Christmas Party was held at Carole Lyston’s. As usual we enjoyed great food, lots of laughs 
and fun games. It’s always fun to play bingo at Carole’s, you get to eat the cover pieces. 
 
On Friday, Gail Dillard, Mary Lynn Jost and myself were at Commerce Bank in Kirkwood. It was cold and 
windy but we still had some people come by and donate to Toys for Tots.  
 
We were also able to present a check and gift cards to Jessica Woolbright, from St. Martha’s Hall, that was 
collected at our Christmas Party. 
 

Ladies Auxiliary: Carol Holmes 

LADIES 

AUXILIARY 

MISSION: 

The Marine Corps 

Auxiliary was 

formed for the 

purposes of 

promoting the 

interests of the  

Marine Corps, the 

Marine Corps 

League and to 

protect and 

advance the 

welfare of Marines 

and their 

dependents. 

Auxiliary members 

participate in a 

wide variety of 

programs that 

benefit and 

preserve the 

fundamental rights 

and freedoms of 

every person of 

this Nation, young 

and old.  
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Christmas is such a happy time of the year when 
we spend time with family and friends and our fel-
low Marines.  With the Christmas spirit, we provide 
time to help support the Toys for Tots program, it is 
after all a time of giving and helping for those less 
fortunate.   
 

Those who rely on the Lord will find joy and conso-
lation in His presence.  Christmas reminds us that 
the greatest gift we can receive is the gift of God’s 
love, which was expressed in Jesus Christ.  Now 
that Christmas is near, believe with all your heart in 
a brighter tomorrow.  Renew your high hopes for a 
better future and the Lord will bless you abundant-
ly.  Amen 
 

Keep our sick and injured members and families in 
your prayers, God Bless America, God Bless our 
Marines: Gene Blasé, Larry Giesler, Alexander 
Krupski, Jim Maguire, Ken Peterson, Dick Sopp, 
Rob Wodicker, and Lee Wisniewski. 

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann An Associates View: Larry Idoux 

On Dec. 6th the Tampa Bay Times had an article about 
“The Body Bearers” which is an elite group of Marines 
that carry Marines to their final resting place at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  Their motto is “The Last to Let You 
Down.”  There are only 10 marines in the unit stationed 
at the 8th and I barracks.  Each Marine has to be at least 
5’ 11” tall (to ensure the casket remains level when car-
ried) and able to lift more than 200 lbs.   
 
The Marines train by carrying trash cans filled with con-
crete and practice with caskets loaded with weights.  
They must learn to breathe only through their noses so 
not to appear to be exerting themselves.  The article 
says the training is tougher than boot camp and the 
Corps prides itself as the only military branch to use 6 
pallbearers rather than 8.  The “Body Bearers’” final ma-
neuver is a ceremonial raising of the casket to eye-level 
holding the fallen Marine high up for up to 10 seconds 
for a full honors funeral before lowering the casket to the 
ground. 
 
Larry and family relocated to Florida earlier this year , 
but he still remains a member of MCL 183.  On Occa-
sion, Larry will be submitting articles for The Scoop.   

Auxiliary Christmas Party  11 December Toys For Tots Collection 16 December 



“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Duty, 

One for Country, 

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 
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8,000+ Honors 
 

We need members for the Honor Guard.  Please con-

tact Charlie Dooling at  (314) 351-4913. 
 

Uniforms are provided, both the standard MCL uni-

form as well as dress blues 

Honors and Color Guard:  

James Applebaum Sr. Vice Commandant 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
 Valentines Party  12 February 
 
  Upcoming (TBD) Honor and Color Guard 
    appreciation dinner. This for those currently 
    active as well as past members of these elite 
     teams. 
 
 2017 Calendar Published in January Scoop 

 
This month we had a great Toys For Tots collec-
tion and fantastic Christmas brunch. We also had 
a great Christmas party. 
 
Next up is The Valentines party and I hope you 
will consider attending. 
 
Many thanks goes out to Liz and Steve with Te-
nacious Eats for their Donations to Toys For Tots. 
 

Hall Monitors: 

 

We have established a new pay scale for Hall 
Monitors for events at the Detachment.   
 
For about four hours of work, you can earn 
$70.00. If there is a rehearsal on a different day in 
addition to a Wedding, you will be compensated 
for that also, up to $140.00. Nice pocket money . 

This Month in Marine Corps History 

4 December 1950: LtCol Raymond G. Davis led his 
battalion into Hagaru-Ri, Korea after four days of in-
tense fighting in the mountain passes against a nu-
merically superior hostile force. His battalion, 1st Bat-
talion, 7th Marines, helped clear the way for the 5th 
and 7th Marines, and LtCol Davis was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for his heroism.  
 

6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under 
Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated Nicaraguan 
bandits near Chuyelite. GySgt Charles Williams was 
mortally wounded during the fighting. Capt Holmes 
was later awarded the Navy Cross for gallantry, and a 
posthumous award was given to GySgt Williams.  
  

8 December 1941:  Japanese aircraft attacked Wake 
Island within hours of the fateful attack on Pearl Har-
bor. Marines of the 1st Defense Battalion and Marine 
Fighting Squadron 211 resisted Japanese invasion 
attempts for over two weeks before finally succumb-
ing to an overwhelming force.  
 

9 December 1992:  Marines of the 15th Marine Expe-
ditionary Unit (Special Operations capable) landed in 
Somalia kicking off Operation Restore Hope, the larg-
est humanitarian relief operation of its kind. 
  
10 December 1995:  In Bosnia, 22 Marines from 
Marine Corps Security Force Company, Naples, Italy 
were among the first American troops to arrive. They 
provided the security for Allied Forces Southern Eu-
rope headquartered at Sarajevo. About 2,500 NATO 
troops would be in place by 19 December taking on 
the task of peace enforcement in former Yugoslavia 
from the U.N.  
 

19 December 1972: The Marine detachment of the 
USS Ticonderoga provided shipboard security for 
three U.S. astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald Ev-
ans, Harrison Schmitt, and their Apollo-17 space cap-
sule. The astronauts had successfully completed a 
(then) record lunar stay of more than 75 hours.  

 

26 December 1957: Twenty helicopters from Marine 
Light Helicopter Squadron 162, were rushed to Cey-

lon onboard the USS Princeton where Marines partici-
pated in the rescue and evacuation of flood victims.  



Awesome Event That No Member Should Have Missed 
3 December — Tenacious Eats Brunch.  Our friends and associate members Liz and Steve provided multiple serving stations at a 

Brunch to benefit Toys For Tots.  All proceeds from this event were donated to the Toys For Tots program. 
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Toys For Tots—2016 

 

3rd Battalion 23rd Marines  
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In early December, we were called upon as a Detachment to provide an Honor Guard for a 
fallen member of MCL 183.  We did not know about this until the night before the funeral at 
Jefferson Barracks.  Thanks to a members wife reading the obituaries we were able to mo-
bilize not only an Honor Guard but a live bugler, the Chaplain and Sr. Vice Commandant to 
pay respects from MCL 183. A total of 14 Marines were there to send our fallen comrade 
Jim Maguire off with his deserved Honor.  Had we known, we would have arranged a prop-
er Pass and Review.   
 

We publicize this event not to take credit for our Honors, but to remind all members that 
they should make sure that their loved ones know of the Honors that we provide to our 
members. 
 

We will provide, Pass and Review, Flowers, and Full Military Honors.  Please keep this 
card with you so that you can receive the Honor you deserve as a member of MCL 183.  
 

 

 Upon my death please have the funeral director notify 

the members of the Marine Corps League, South St. 

Louis Detachment #183, that I request full military hon-

ors, so they will follow up on my behalf.   

 

Chaplain: Ken Dieckmann 314-570-8211 

Detachment :314-352-8762   

 

 

United States Marine Corps League 

 South St. Louis Detachment #183 

Member Death Benefits 
 

5700 Leona St. 

 St. Louis, MO 63116-1126 

314-352-8762 

 
 

Front Back 

Remove and Place In Wallet 
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5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

(314)352-USMC 

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings  
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs 

Dinner  Bell 18:00 Hrs 

Commandant 

Robert J. Scannell 

(314) 560-6791  

bobscannell@hotmail.com  

Senior Vice Commandant 

James Applebaum 

(314) 757-5364 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Ken McGuffey 

314) 827-7874 

Paymaster 

Dan Hanks 

(314) 441-1806 

Adjutant 

Ed Dodson 

(314) 604-6254399-4282 

Chaplain 

Ken Dieckmann 

(314) 570-8211 

Sergeant At Arms 

Mike Venable 

(314) 835-8554 

Jr. Past Commandant 

James L. Vance 

(314) 749-1972 

Judge Advocate 

Mike Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

Advisers 

 Hal Holmes 

 Jim Grimm 

 Lee Wisniewski 

Auxiliary President 

Carol Holmes 

(636) 677-1712 

Scoop Editor  

Michael Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

theeditor.mcl183@att.net 

Honors Commander 

Charles Dooling 

(314) 351-4913 
 

The Scoop, the newsletter of  

Marine Corps League 183, South 

St. Louis Detachment is a monthly 

publication, self-published.  

5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116  

  Date     Event     Location 

 12 February    Valentine Day Party   Detachment 

 

 FEBRUARY STAFF MEETING MOVED TO  

WEDNESDAY 15FEB17 

League Calendar 

Marine of The Year: 

2010  Dick Sopp  2011  James Vance 

2012  Dave Winkler  2013  Dick Sopp 

2014  Mike Lee  2015  Bob Jost 
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Judge Advocate; Michael Lee 

The New Year is upon us and it is time to reflect on what we have 
accomplished as a Detachment during our 52 Year History. 

 
 8,000 + Honors 
 $20,000 Collected for Toys For Tots this Year 
 Over $200,000 Total Collected for Toys For Tots  
 2,000 + Color Guard Ceremonies  
 500 + Representations at Scout and Community Events 
 

This is the opportune time to step up and join one of our event 
teams. We not only provide for Marines but provide for our com-
munity. 

From Your Staff 



Once A Marine, Always A Marine 

 

A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All! 

MCL 183 
South St. Louis Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

South St. Louis Detachment 183 

5700 Leona Street 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

Non-Profit Organization 
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