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Greetings to all members of the South Saint Louis 
Marine Corps League Detachment 183. 

 
The time is upon us where we must evaluate your Staff, or look to bring in 
new ideas and energy. Nominations will be open at our March general 
meeting, to all Regular members; that is: Marines in good standing with their 
membership paid and FMF Corpsmen. Elections will be in April at our general 
meeting,  with only Regular members and FMF Corpsmen casting ballots. 
The installation of your Officers will take place at our May General meeting. 

 
Your Staff is always willing to listen to your ideas, and if it helps the detachment, we will look to 
implement it. 
 
Please understand, that the job of your Commandant, as well as other positions, is very nearly a 
fulltime job. It absorbs a lot of hours. Your Detachment is the largest in the State of MO if not, the whole 
Midwest. You can be proud of what you have done. 
 
I know that we are all tired of elections after this past year, and I hope to end the campaigning after this. 
 
On behalf of your Staff, we thank you for letting us serve you. 

 
 

 

Commandant’s Corner:  Bob Scannell 

Spring is on its way! With 70 degrees here in February I wonder if Winter will pass us by this year?  
The news is abuzz with activity of Cardinals Spring Training that brings us all to dream about the 
Summer activities, just around the corner.   
 
With the month of March just around the corner I thought we could refresh our memories with some 
of my favorite St. Patrick’s Day blessings. “May your troubles be less and your blessings be more 
and nothing but happiness comes through your door.”   How about this one? “May you live as long 
as you want and never want as long as you live.”  And my favorite is  “May the rain drops fall lightly 
on your brow.  May the soft winds freshen your spirit.  May the sunshine brighten your heart.  May 
the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you. And may God enfold you in the mantel of His love.”  
And finally a scripture to lighten your load.  “Don’t take yourself so seriously.  Lighten up and laugh 
with Me.  You have me on your side, so what are you worried about?  I can equip you to do abso-
lutely anything, as long as it is My will.  The more difficult your day, the more I yearn to help you.  
Anxiety wraps you up in yourself, trapping you in your own thoughts.  When you look to Me and 
whisper My Name, you break free and receive My help.  Focus on Me, and you will find Peace in 
My Presence.” Amen.  
  
Keep our sick and injured members and families in your prayers. God Bless America, God Bless 
our Marines: Larry Giesler, Alexander Krupski, Gary Marshall, Ken Peterson, Dick Sopp, Jim 
Vance, Dave Winkler, Rob Wodicker and Lee Wisniewski.  
 

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann 
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NEW SHIRTS NOW AVAILABLE ! 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have new shirts available by special order. 

  

 
Upon my death please have the funeral director 

notify the members of the Marine Corps League, 

South St. Louis Detachment #183, that I request 

full military honors, so they will follow up on my 

behalf.   

Chaplain: Ken Dieckmann 314-570-8211 

Detachment :314-352-8762   

 

United States Marine Corps League 

 South St. Louis Detachment #183 

Member Death Benefits 
 

5700 Leona St. 

 St. Louis, MO 63116-1126 

314-352-8762 

 
 

The Notification card that was included in the December Scoop had an issue with the glue tearing the card.  
 A new card will be in the March Scoop 

USMC 

MCL 183 

USMC 

MCL 183 

HONOR GUARD 

USMC 

SEMPER FI 

1. POLO no pocket (100% polyester, open bottom sleeve) - White, Navy, Red, Black — Gold Lettering and EGA 
         Adult, S, M, X, XL—$32,00 2XL—$34.00 3XL— $36.00 4XL—$38.00 
 
2. POLO with  pocket (100% polyester, open bottom sleeve) - White, Navy, Red, Black — Gold Lettering and EGA 
         Adult, S, M, X, XL—$32,00 2XL—$34.00 3XL— $36.00 4XL—$38.00 
 
Name:______________________Address__________________________City, State Zip_____________________Phone:__________ 
 
If shipping is desired, add $8.00  
Send Orders To: Russ Hitzeman c/o MCL 183 Detachment offices. 

A B C 

Logo Style Description Shirt Color Quantity Size Cost 

      

      

      

      

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiA15-blIPRAhWJjFQKHXsUA10QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.simpson-hoggatt.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNGa8LeKgbU8bQE8PzRfnnM4onoWHQ&ust=1482336577696362


I sure hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful weather we are 
having.  Our annual Pizza Day was held at Jefferson Barracks. As usual the veterans and staff enjoyed the pizza, 
desserts and drinks that were furnished. 
 

Those of us who could attend the Valentines Party had a wonderful time, great food and music was enjoyed by all. 
We are looking forward to the St. Patrick’s Day Party. 
 

Included in this issue is the Ladies Auxiliary Scholarship Application.  If you have a graduating senior this year, this is 
an opportunity to provide funds to aid in tuition. 
 

Ladies, our next meeting in March 14, at the detachment  

Ladies Auxiliary: Carol Holmes 

LADIES 

AUXILIARY 

MISSION: 

The Marine Corps 

Auxiliary was 

formed for the 

purposes of 

promoting the 

interests of the  

Marine Corps, the 

Marine Corps 

League and to 

protect and 

advance the 

welfare of Marines 

and their 

dependents. 

Auxiliary members 

participate in a 

wide variety of 

programs that 

benefit and 

preserve the 

fundamental rights 

and freedoms of 

every person of 

this Nation, young 

and old.  
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February Dinner 
Meals by the  

Ladies Auxiliary.   
Cost $7.00   

The dinner bell  
rings at 1800 hrs.  

Pork Chops,  
Mashed Potatoes and 
Gravy, Green Beans, 
Rolls, (and of course) 

Dessert! 

Why is Facebook and the website so important to the detachment? 
 
When folks want to know information these days they turn to the internet.  Our presence on the internet will 
let future members know about us.  Timely information distribution and showcasing our Detachment and 
how awesome we are as well as how active we are in the community is extremely important.   
 
You can search for other neighboring veteran organizations and see how old and dormant the information 
and content is.  This doesn’t show well for those organizations. We want to do better so that we show how 
active and engaged this detachment is.   
 
So please like, comment and visit the page.  This gets the word out via social media.  The more they know, 
the more they will want to know about MCL 183! 

Web Sergeant: “Stel” Steller 

Pizza Day at Jefferson Barracks 

Correction: 
 
On the cover page of 
the January Scoop, 
MGySgt Leroy Gibson 
was misspelled as 
Leroy Gibbs. 
Our apologies 
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Traditional Irish Dinner 
 

Corned Beef and Cabbage, Ham, Beer, Soda,  
and Water Included.  Mixed Drinks $1.00  

 

Entertainment by “STRANGE”  
“Glen Miller to Steely Dan” 

 

$20.00 per person 



“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Country, 

One for Duty,  

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 
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8,158  Honors total 

2016 — 286 Honors 
 

We need members for the Honor Guard.   

please contact Charlie Dooling at  (314) 351-4913. 

Honors and Color Guard:  

James Applebaum Sr. Vice Commandant 

Upcoming Special Events 
 
 7 March Honor and Color Guard  appreciation 

dinner. This for those currently active as well as 
past members of these elite teams. 

  

 18 March St Pat’s Party 1800 to 2230 Hrs 
 

 18 April 1st Annual Texas Hold-Em Tournament 
 

 19 April 3rd Annual Jazz Festival 
 

 13 May Night At The Races 
 

 9-10-11 June MO Department Convention 
 

 25 June Marine Honor Day at Busch  
        MCL 183 Color Guard. Reduced price tickets. 
 

 29 July Flag Ceremony at Busch 40 Members to 
hold the Flag on the Terrace. 

 

 8 July Detachment Picnic 
 

 7-13 August MCL National Convention 
 

 November 242nd Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
 

 October Midwest Division Fall Conference 
 

 28 October Halloween Costume Party 
 

 4 November Marine Corps Ball 
 

 10  November 242nd Birthday Party at the Hall 
 

 24-25 November Toys 4 Tots Collections 
 

 2 December Toys $ Tots Collection 
 

 16 December Christmas Party 

 

This Month in Marine Corps History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 February 1967: Operation Prairie II was begun in 
Quang Tri province by elements of the 3d Marine 
Division. During the 46-day search-and-destroy oper-
ation which terminated 18 March, 93 Marines and 693 
of the enemy were killed. 
 

2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part of 
the first assault on islands controlled by the Japanese 
before the start of World War II, captured Namur and 
eight other islands in the Kwajalein Atoll. 
 

15 February 1998: One hundred nine years ago this 
date, 28 Marines and 232 seamen lost their lives 
when the battleship Maine was mysteriously sunk by 
an explosion in the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Though 
no definitive evidence linked the Spanish with the 
sinking, the cry went up, "Remember the Maine!", and 
by late April the U.S. and Spain were at war. 
 

17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation 
DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3 March, was 
conducted near Quang Ngai city. The Special Landing 
Force (BLT 1/4 and HMM-363) accounted for 280 
enemy killed. 
 

23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings 
on Iwo Jima, 40 men from Company E, 2d Battalion, 
28th Marines, climbed Mt. Suribachi to secure the 
crest and raise a small American. Within an hour, the 
patrol reached the rim of the crater. After a short fire-
fight with Japanese defenders emerging from several 
caves, the small American flag was attached to an 
iron pipe and raised over the island. 
 

24 February 1991: Marine Expeditionary and Coali-
tion Forces forces began a ground assault on Iraqi 
defenses The 1st and 2d Marine Divisions stormed 
into the teeth of Iraqi defenses while heavily armored 
allied forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from 
behind.  
 

28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended 
when the cease- fire declared by President George 
Bush went into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force 
has a strength of more than 92,000 making Operation 
Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps operation in 
history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in action 
during the Gulf War. 



First, we need to congratulate our Commandant for 
reaching out to various organizations which has helped 

increase our membership dramatically. This is another instance that demonstrates, “you don't know until you try." 
Relatives, neighbors, friends and others are not beyond reproach.  
Over the years I have carried with me my card and the Detachment card, if and when, I approach a prospective 
member. When I am wearing some form of Marine apparel, shirt, hat, car sticker and hear the words, "Semper Fi", 
its time to go into action.   
My approach is as follows. Hey Marine!, do you know about the Marine Corps League? When did you serve? 
What part of town do you live in? You know we have our own building with a Marine Room and Banquet center. 
We have over 200 members, former, active marines, navy corpsmen and navy chaplains are regular members 
and we also have associate members. We have two bars, a full kitchen, and several social activities for our mem-
bers and guests. Our dues are only Thirty-five dollars a year.  
 
We are located in the Holley Hills area at 5700 Leona Street. This used to be a church. I know you are busy but 
here take my card and Detachment card and go to our web site. We could sure use some members like yourself. 
Give me a call if you have any questions. We meet the last Tuesday of each month except in December.  
 
If the prospective member seems interested I mention our civic involvements, Honor guard, and Color guard. 
Lastly, I just happen to have a membership application with me and I give it to them. Sometimes I encounter par-
ents of a Marine and my talk is a little different. I am reminded that a Marine on active duty doesn't have to pay 
dues but must attend at least one meeting to be sworn in. If the individual has excuses for not being interested I 
attempt to counter them in a positive way. When its all said and done. Semper Fi hope to see you real soon. 
 
I am reminded that when I was the Senior Vice Commandant of the Department of Missouri, I ran a membership 
contest for a new T.V or cash for the member who recruited the most members. An associate member who 
worked at Boeing secured thirty five member to join the Private George Phillips Detachment. He took the money 
and donated it to that Detachment. We need to explore new ways to increase memberships. Let’s bring those new 
ideas to our Jr. Vice Commandant. 
 
March brings us the opportunity to nominate fellow members for a position as an Officer on the Detachment Staff.  
Our  Commandant and Sr. Vice Commandant have one more year of eligibility our other Officers have Two years 
of eligibility remaining.  Although they have remaining eligibility, that doesn’t mean that If you desire to participate 
as a member or advisor to your Detachment Staff, you can contact me at your earliest convenience.  I serve as 
Chairman of the Nominating Committee and serve with Jim and Ray Grimm.  I can be reached at 314-909-7454 or 
marineees1@yahoo.com.  Elections will be held at our April General Meeting and Installation of Officers at the 
May General Meeting. 

Nominating Committee: Eric Salabay 

 



5700 Leona Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

(314)352-USMC 

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings  
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs 

Dinner  Bell 18:00 Hrs 

Commandant 

Robert J. Scannell 

(314) 560-6791  

bobscannell@hotmail.com  

Senior Vice Commandant 

James Applebaum 

(314) 757-5364 

Junior Vice Commandant 

Ken McGuffey 

314) 827-7874 

Paymaster 

Dan Hanks 

(314) 441-1806 

Adjutant 

Ed Dodson 

(314) 604-6254399-4282 

Chaplain 

Ken Dieckmann 

(314) 570-8211 

Sergeant At Arms 

Mike Venable 

(314) 835-8554 

Jr. Past Commandant 

James L. Vance 

(314) 749-1972 

Judge Advocate 

Mike Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

Advisers 

 Hal Holmes 

 Jim Grimm 

 Lee Wisniewski 

Auxiliary President 

Carol Holmes 

(636) 677-1712 

Scoop Editor  

Michael Lee 

(314) 616-3726 

theeditor.mcl183@att.net 

Honors Commander 

Charles Dooling 

(314) 351-4913 
 

The Scoop, the newsletter of  

Marine Corps League 183, South 

St. Louis Detachment is a monthly 

publication, self-published.  

5700 Leona●St. Louis, MO●63116  

Marine of The Year: 

 2010   Dick Sopp   2011    James Vance 

 2012   Dave Winkler  2013    Dick Sopp 

 2014   Mike Lee  2015    Bob Jost 
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Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pin 
“A Lasting Memento of the Nation’s Thanks!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pins are available to living U.S. military vetrans who 
served during the Vietnam War period as a lasting memento of the nation’s 
thanks. 
 

The Commemoration is providing Vietnam Veteran Lapel Pins to Commemorative 
Partners for dignified public presentations to living U.S. military veterans who 
served during the Vietnam War period as a lasting memento of the nation's 
thanks. 
 

Living United States veterans who served on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces 
at any time during the period of November 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, regardless of 
location, are eligible to receive one lapel pin. 
 

Vietnam veterans can locate upcoming commemorative events by visiting http://
www.vietnamwar50th.com/events/. Zoom in to locate your state and city or town. 
Blue pins represent future events. When a pin is clicked, details about the event 
are revealed, including contact information. If there are no blue pins in your area, 
check back frequently, as new events are added every week!  Veterans who need 
help finding a commemorative event can email whs.pentagon.wso.mbx.vnwar50th-
cpp-events-application@mail.mil. 

In April, 2015 our former Chaplain Norb Butz put together a great “Night of Jazz” 
featuring the Route 66 Jazz Band.  It was a rousing success, raising over $2,000.00 
for the Detachment Treasury. 
 

We lost Norb suddenly, but friend and Brother-In-Law Jerry Peters took up the 
Gauntlet and coordinated the First Annual “Norb Butz Night of Jazz” last year.  He 
again has taken on the task of championing this event.  Mark your calendars. 
 
 

Second Annual “Norb Butz Night of Jazz”  
19 April 2017 
7:00-9:30 PM 

 
$10.00 per person, Open Seating, Cash Bar, Table Snacks Provided and Valet Parking available 

 

See Flier Insert for More Details   

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/events/
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/events/
mailto:whs.pentagon.wso.mbx.vnwar50th-cpp-events-application@mail.mil?Subject=Veteran%20Needs%20Help%20Finding%20An%20Event
mailto:whs.pentagon.wso.mbx.vnwar50th-cpp-events-application@mail.mil?Subject=Veteran%20Needs%20Help%20Finding%20An%20Event


Once A Marine, Always A Marine 

St Pat’s Day Party 

 18 March 2017 
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