Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
November 2017
Commandant’s Corner:

Bob Scannell By now our Toys 4 Tots collections has completed its

second day. And from the bottom of my heart, I
Thank You All for the big success so far. December 2nd will be our last
street corner collection for the season.

Our next and biggest collection will be hosted by Tenacious Eats. Our dear
friends, Chefs Liz and Steve have put together a tremendous event to help
them put on a very successful party with ALL proceeds going to Toys 4
Tots. There will be 14 restaurants donating their food, Bob
Cramers marionettes, and the movie "A Christmas Story"; will be shown
continuously throughout the day. There will be face painting, a storyteller,
and Santa and his elves. Last year was such a big success that there will
be two different seating’s. The 0800 HRS to 1200 HRS session and the second will follow at 1300 HRS.
Tickets can be purchased from Tenacious Eats through: www.brownpaperbags.com. Since we are a
nonprofit organization, the tickets are tax deductible. For adults: $30.00. Enter code - Ovaltine, and receive a
$5.00 discount. For children, the tickets are $10.00 and the code is Lifeboy for the $5.00 discount. Members
can bring a toy and receive another $5.00 off.
Anyone and everyone is invited to this wonderful event. Pajamas are encouraged. Our Hall can seat 220
plus. I am working to get valet parking for us.
There have been some nasty rumors going around that need to be corrected. The Detachment, for more
than I can remember, has had two very wonderful Associate members that continuously bring joy and
laughter to us all. They B-B-QUE for our events. and are out helping collect for Toys 4 Tots, entertaining for
our St. Pat's Party, and many more. They are especially welcomed at our Christmas Party; dressing up in
wonderful costumes. Big ‘ol Santa and the Mrs. Claus. Someone got the idea that we are replacing these
wonderful guys as our Santa and Mary Claus with someone else. No No No. Not true.
We have our own Christmas Party and as always, we hope to have our wonderful friends join us all in
celebrating the season.
Liz and Steve are our friends as well. Their hearts want nothing more than the best for us. They very often
go out of their way to help us in many ways. Please, when you see them, thank them for their help and
support for us.

Through an unfortunate oversite, our Christmas Party had to be moved to December 23rd. It was an
unintended booking that was too far progressed by the time we realized that it was on the same day as our
party. I will work with Carol McCarthy and the Ladies on this. Ticket prices will be $25.00 and include drinks
and food.
We have been offered reduced ticket prices for the Dinner event for December 16. The movie "Home Alone"
will be shown along with a scrumptious meal. The half-price tickets are $37.50, available through Charlie
Dooling or myself. If you have not attended one of these events, you are in for a delightful evening. A
gourmet five course meal and five special drinks will be served during the show.

No General Meeting in December
Next General Meeting 30 January 2018
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Ladies Auxiliary: Carol McCarthy
No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.
Wednesday, October 11, Our Auxiliary held a large Garage Sale in Vance Hall. The left-over items were packed up
and transported to the Lyston's Home. A 2nd sale was held there on Saturday, the 14th and once again on Wednesday, the 18th. All items for the sale were donated from the families of Veterans. All proceeds from the sale will benefit
Veterans and their families. We meet a lot of interesting people at these sales. Thank you to everyone who donated
items. Thank you to everyone who worked at the sales. Thank you Ed and Carole Lyston, Gladys Cunningham, Sharon Easter, Betty Frazier, Carol Holmes, Mary Lynn Jost and Carol McCarthy.

LADIES
AUXILIARY
MISSION:
The Marine
Corps Auxiliary
was formed for
the purposes of
promoting the
interests of the
Marine Corps,
the Marine
Corps League
and to protect
and advance the
welfare of

Saturday, October 21, The Midwest Division Fall Conference was held at the Sheraton Westport. Sharon Easter, Carol
Holmes, Carole Lyston and Carol McCarthy represented our Auxiliary. It was a great opportunity to meet Auxiliary
Members from several States. The meeting was informative and the ladies were very friendly and shared several
creative ideas.
Saturday, October 28, an Awesome Auxiliary Halloween Party was held at the Lyston's Home. Ed and Carole Lyston
are the King & Queen of party planners! Their generosity and selflessness has no limits. They know the secret to a full
and purposeful life! They bring so much class and love to our Detachment. We are all very grateful to them.
Monday, October 30, Our Auxiliary sold Raffle Tickets for a Side of Beef to raise money for FOCUS, at Old Hickory
Country Club. The drawing was to be held at our Pot Luck in our Auxiliary Room on Saturday, November 18. We are
always happy to support our Veterans who need a helping hand.
Friday, November 3, A Memorial Service was held for our dear friend Ken Petersen in our Detachment 's Chapel.
Commandant Bob Scannell, Ken Dieckmann, and Our Honor Guard did a GREAT JOB! The Pass and View with all
our Marines and Ladies Auxiliary was very impressive. Ken will be greatly missed by us all. It was a privilege to have
had the opportunity to know him and call him our friend. Our Auxiliary hosted a lovely luncheon for Pauline, her children, family and friends after the Memorial Service in Vance Hall. All the food was prepared with great love by our
generous and thoughtful Auxiliary. God bless the Petersen Family.
Friday, November 10, Happy 242nd Birthday United States Marine Corps. The Marine Birthday Ball was lovely. Our
Marines are a CLASS ACT! Thank you to all of our Marines and all of the gracious ladies who contributed and worked
as a team to make the Ball a joyous evening for everyone.

Marines and

Saturday, November 11, Veterans Day. GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS! WE APPRECIATE YOU! WE THANK YOU!!!

their

Sunday, November 12, A Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was held at FOCUS Hosted by John and Marie Brauer.
It looked like something you would see in a House Beautiful Magazine. WOW! If you ever get the opportunity to see
this place, you will be blown away! Words appropriately describing John Brauer would be humble, generous, selfless,
gracious, kind and dedicated!

dependents.
Auxiliary
members
participate in a
wide variety of
programs that
benefit and
preserve the
fundamental
rights and
freedoms of
every person of
this Nation,
young and old.

There will be no meeting in December, you are invited to join us at our next Ladies Auxiliary meeting, January 9, 2018
at 6:00 PM.

November Dinner
Meals by the
Ladies Auxiliary.
Cost $7.00
The dinner bell
Rings at 1800 hrs.

Roast Beef, Sauteed Mushrooms, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Green Beans, Sald, Dinner Rolls
and of course Dessert.
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This Month In Marine Corps History

Honors and Color Guard:

8,366 Honors total
2017 YTD — 227 Honors
September — 31
We need members for the Honor Guard.
please contact Charlie Dooling at (314) 351-4913.

1 November 1983: 300 Marines of the 22nd
Marine Amphibious Unit staged an amphibious and helicopter landing on the island of
Carriacou, 15 miles northeast of Grenada, in
a search for Cuban military installations or
personnel.
10 November 1921: This date marked the first
formal commemoration of the birthday of the
Marine Corps as 10 November. On 21 October 1921, Maj Edwin McClellan, OIC of the
Historical Section, HQMC, sent a memo to
MajGen Commandant John A. Lejeune, suggesting that the original birthday of 10 November 1775 be declared a Marine Corps
holiday to be celebrated throughout the
Corps.
13 November 1982: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, containing the names of more than
13,000 Marines who lost their lives in Vietnam, was dedicated this date at the Memorial site in Washington, D.C. The dedication
and parade that preceded it were part of a
week-long National Salute to Vietnam Veterans.
17 November 1943: The 4th Marine Brigade, as
part of the 2d Division, American Expeditionary Force, began its march to the Rhine River, passing through Belgium and Luxembourg, as part of the American forces occupying a defeated Germany
20 November 1943: The 2d Marine Division,
commanded by Major General Julian C.
Smith, landed on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll,
Gilbert Islands. After seventy-six hours of
bitter fighting during which almost 1,000 Marines died, and more than 2,000 were
wounded,
27 November 1950: In a carefully planned assault, eight Chinese Communist divisions in
Korea launched a massive attack which had
as its expressed purpose, the destruction of
the 1st Marine Division. This action led to the
successful southward Marine Corps attack
out of the Changjin (Chosin) Reservoir to the
coastal port of Hungnam

Charles Dooling: Sr. Vice Commandant

Upcoming
Events

“Three
Spent Shells,
One for Country,
One for Duty,
One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.

•

•

•

•

•

•

24-25 November Toys 4
Tots Collections
2 December Toys For Tots
Collection
3 December—Tenacious
Eats Toys For Tots Brunch
23 December Christmas
Party
10 February Valentine’s
Party
17 March St Pat’s Party
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Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to reflect on all we are thankful for. Our family our friends and our fellow Marines are all so important to us all.
But there are so many other things that we need to be thankful for. How about the freedom we all enjoy thanks to your military service to our country and now others are standing tall, protecting our country, our nation. our neighborhood and the homes we live in.
We all have so many things to be thankful for and have just this one day to reflect on it as the “Thanksgiving Day”. So let’s all make a
point to remember.
Who has provided all there virtues we have to be thankful for. Let’s take a few extra moments during our busy schedule to thank God
for all He has provided to us each day.
We thank You Lord for this food we eat and the clothes we wear, for safety in our homes and in our homeland. We’re thankful for our
health and happiness, and perhaps most of all for our friends, family and our family of Marines we love so much.
We are grateful for the civil and religious freedom we enjoy. Thank You for the laborers and all those in the military who serve in our
nations armed forces. Watch over our brothers and sisters in harms way who are far from home. Heal those who are suffering from
the wounds of war and conflict and provide all those in need of a helping hand. We pray for Your care and protection for our nation.
With justice throughout the land. Secure for us the blessing of liberty and justice for all.
These gifts we seek for ourselves and also for others. Bless our community our nation our Marine Detachment 183, and all Marines
throughout the land. Thank You Lord for all You do for us. Amen.

Thanks to MacArthur’s Bakery

MacArthur’s Bakery donated the ceremonial cake for the Marine Corps Ball this year and have done so for the past 10
years. The cake this year was awesome.
MacArthur’s Bakery has four locations, South St. Louis at 3055 LeMay Ferry Rd, Kirkwood at 210 North Kirkwood
Rd., Chesterfield at 13700 Olive Blvd. Olive and their newest location in Chesterfield at 158 Long Rd. Any location
can be reached through their main number, (314-894-0900).
Please support MacArthur’s Bakery as they have supported us.

Marine Corps League
Flag Etiquette and Protocol
Procedures when leaving an active meeting are as follows:
1) Upon leaving the room, face the flag, if under cover), salute. If not under cover, stand at attention
and acknowledge the flag.
2) Turn and face the Sgt at Arms and if under cover, salute, If not under cover, stand at attention and
acknowledge the Sgt At Arms and then the flag.
3) Upon re-entering the room, (if under cover), salute the Sgt at Arms and then the Flag. If not under
cover, stand at attention and acknowledge the Sgt at Arms and the flag.

Marine Corps League
By-Laws Regarding Voting
Eligibility to Vote
1) Members dues must be current and verified by the Sgt At Arms.
2) Only Marine Members are eligible to vote on Marine Corps League policy, application for membership and election of Officer’s.
3)

Associate member’s are not eligible to hold an elected office or vote on Marine Corps League policy, application for membership and election of Officer’s.
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FOR YOUR HEALTH: Karen Bolhuis MSN, RN, FNP-BC (HM3, USN)

What would you do if someone you cared about was suicidal?
Corpsman:
Hospital Corpsmen
(HM) perform duties
as assistants in the
prevention and
treatment of
disease and injury
and assist health
care professionals
in providing medical
care to Navy people
and their families.
They may function
as clinical or
specialty
technicians, medical
administrative
personnel and
health care
providers at medical
treatment facilities.
They also serve as
battlefield corpsmen
with the Marine

Corps, rendering
emergency medical
treatment to include
initial treatment in a
combat
environment.

It’s a taboo topic. No one wants to talk about it. We’re afraid to bring it up and we’re afraid to talk about it
directly. But depression and suicide exist, and we need to be able to talk about it.
There are many misconceptions about suicide. It’s a myth that it’s more common around the holidays. Actually suicide rates go up in spring and fall, and are lowest in December. Another myth is that you shouldn’t ask
someone if they have suicidal thoughts, because you may “give them ideas”. This is also not true- if the
thoughts are there, they were there before. If not, you won’t give them the idea. They need to know you care
and you are there to help them. But how do you know when to ask, and what do you do if their answer is
yes?
There are usually warning signs. Most of the time the person will have signs of clinical depression- they are
withdrawn, lose enjoyment in things that previously made them happy or that they cared about, isolate themselves. Some things that they may say are clues- they talk about death a lot, they comment about feeling
hopeless or helpless. They may call to say goodbye or give their favorite or valuable items away. Some will
comment that people would be better off without them around, and even say they feel like they want to kill
themselves. Behaviors may change- becoming careless or reckless, taking risks in driving or other risky
behavior. Or they had been depressed and suddenly they are oddly happy or calm.
Don’t be afraid to ask someone you care about if they have thought about suicide. The best thing you can do
during this time is to be there for them. Don’t minimize or dismiss what they say. Saying things like “you’ll
get through it” or “it’s not that bad- everyone feels down sometimes” can make them feel even worse, because they really feel like it is that bad. Mention the warning signs you’ve noticed. Something like “I’ve noticed that you seem really withdrawn and down lately. You used to love to go jogging with me but now you
don’t leave the house. Sometimes people who stop enjoying things and get so withdrawn are having
thoughts of suicide. Are you?” Watch their reaction- usually they will be grateful that you cared enough to
ask, and most of the time they will tell the truth.
But what if they say yes? Take any suicidal talk, gestures or attempts seriously. First of all, listen to what
they say. Ask them questions and really listen to their answers. Be genuine in your concern. Let them know
how much you value them. Listen to what they have to say about why they are sad or what all is bothering
them. Don’t try to solve their problems, but let them know you will help them find help and will be there with
them the whole time. If you speak from the heart, and are genuine, you can only help- you can’t hurt. At the
same time, work to keep them safe. Call the Suicide Hotline at (800)273-8255, or call 911 or take them to an
emergency room or treatment center. Don’t leave them alone, even briefly. Make sure you remove any
means of committing suicide- take any guns out of the house, remove any medications, alcohol and any other substances that can be abused or used for an overdose. Consider taking their car keys (many car accidents are actually suicides).
Not all depressed people are suicidal. Often they are depressed but have no thoughts of hurting themselves
or anyone else. If you are able, call their primary care doctor (or therapist if they have one) and set up an
appointment. Make sure they are taking any prescribed medications exactly as directed. Let them talk if they
want, but don’t try to force them to be social until they are ready. Most of all, be there with them and for them.
They need to know someone really does care.
Retrieved November 17, 2017, from http://www.humanillnesses.com/Behavioral-Health-Sel-Vi/
Suicide.html
Violence Prevention. (2017, October 26). Retrieved November 17, 2017, from https://www.cdc.gov/
violenceprevention/suicide/index.html
What to Do When You Think Someone is Suicidal. (2016, July 17). Retrieved November 17, 2017, from
https://psychcentral.com/lib/what-to-do-when-you-think-someone-is-suicidal/
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MCL 183
5700 Leona Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63116
(314)352-USMC
Monthly Meetings
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs
Dinner Bell 1800 Hrs
Commandant
Robert J. Scannell
(314) 560-6791
bobscannell@hotmail.com
Senior Vice Commandant
Charles Dooling
(314) 351-4913
Junior Vice Commandant
Ken McGuffey
(314) 827-7874
Paymaster
Dan Hanks
(314) 441-1806
Adjutant
Ed Dodson
(314) 604-6254399-4282
Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann
(314) 570-8211
Sergeant At Arms
Mike Venable
(314) 835-8554

Marine of The Year:
2011 James Vance

2012 Dave Winkler

2013 Dick Sopp

2014 Mike Lee

2015 Bob Jost

2016 Charles Dooling

Our local 3/23 Marine Corps Reserve unit is no longer
working with the Salvation Army on collecting and distributing toys for the Toys For Tots program.
There is a warehouse in the Westport area that will be
used by 3/23 to store our toys.
Much help will be needed by anyone with the time to
help out. We will be working all the way up until a few
days before Christmas.
If you can help, even for a day or two, please call Gail
Bickerton at: 314-304-1143 for directions and times.
It's all for the children.
We are in the midst of the Holiday Season for 2017. Thanksgiving has passed,
and we are still full of Turkey and Stuffing, the pumpkin pie has been eaten, and
we are getting ready for the next Holiday, Christmas.

Jr. Past Commandant
James L. Vance
(314) 749-1972

This has become a very commercial event, with every store touting their sales
and great events, urging you to purchase gifts for friends and family.

Judge Advocate –Scoop Editor
Mike Lee
(314) 616-3726
Theeditor.mcl183@att.net

I think it is time that we consider what this holiday is about. It’s not the toys,
sweaters and other gifts, it’s not even about the Christmas trees and all of the
other trappings nor the “day-off” from work.

Advisers
• Hal Holmes
• Jim Grimm
• David Rowley
• Kris ‘Stel’ Steller

It’s about the birth of Jesus, the Son of God and the reason that we should really
celebrate this Holiday.

Auxiliary President
Carol McCarthy
(636) 244-0270
Quartermaster
Russ Hitzeman
(314) 660-3926
russh727@sbcglobal.net
Honors Commander
Charles Dooling
(314) 351-4913
The Scoop, the newsletter of
Marine Corps League 183, South St.
Louis Detachment is a monthly publication, self-published.

I know that this may offend some of our members, but as we respect their beliefs, they should respect ours.
A Merry Christmas from your Detachment Officers and Advisers, may this time
of year find you and yours prosperous and in good health.
We have had a great year as a Detachment, being able to support not only our
members and other veterans, but also the community through our generous giving to local charities. Let’s keep up the great work.
Semper Fi Marines,
“well done good and faithful servants”.
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