
When I was elected Commandant, I set certain goals for my term. 
 

• Bring the Detachment By-Laws into line with National and Department 
By-Laws.  That process, thanks to Eric Salabay, and his committee, 
will completed by the March General Meeting. 

 

• Have a successful Marine Corps Ball.  Thanks to Paul Campos and 
his committee, according to the LtCol Bellman, I&I, 3/23, “It was the best Marine Corps Ball 
he’s ever attended.” 

 

• Reinvest the funds derived from our then current investments to sell the building on Leona.  
We returned three times that amount. 

 

• Search for a new home. Thanks to Ed Dodson and his committee that is going to happen. 
This General Meeting on 25 February, we will be voting on the purchase of a new home.  Ed 
will explain the details of the purchase. I know we have faced some challenges in the last 
couple of years, but we are Marines and will always “Adapt , Adjust & Overcome.”   

And we have! 
 

Toys for Tots Collections:  Wednesday 12 February 2020, Mike Lee and I delivered our Toys For 
Tots funds  to the Marine Corps Reserve, 4th MarDiv, 3rd Battalion, 23rd Marines, at the reserve 
facility at Lambert Airport.  Thanks to Ken Dieckmann, he made up the difference and we were 
able to provide funds totaling $24,000.00 to the Marine Corps Reserve.  Thanks to everyone for 
your hard work. 
 

Membership: If you haven’t paid your dues yet please get them in.  We can accept credit card 
payments if you like. Contact Ed Dodson to use a credit card.  Make checks payable to MCL 
183, at PO Box 2739, St. Louis, MO 63116. 
 

Marine Corps Ball 2020:  Gunny Campos is working on the 2020 MCB. Please let him and his 
staff know of any suggestions you may have. 
 

By Laws: To be approved by vote on 25 February 2020. 
 

House Committee: Has been established.  
 

Nominating Committee:  Please let the Chairman of the nominating committee, Jr. Past 
Commandant, Jim Appelbaum know if you are willing to step up for your Detachment. 
 

Audit : Jim Smith has submitted initial findings to Finance Committee for review. There is still 
more work to do. 
 

Marine of the Year, Al Dreste is in the process of getting the Past Marines of the Year together 
to select our next Marine of The Year. 
 

Commandant’s Corner:  Ken McGuffey 
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On 25 February 2020 the Ladies Auxiliary will sponsor a pizza day at the Veterans Administration 
Building 52 for the veterans with spinal cord injuries. It is always nice to visit the veterans and all the 
great talks we have with our veterans. 
 
We are having a Little Angels luncheon, on 21 February 2020.  
 
A Marine Rose Day at Sam’s club on Lemay Ferry Rd, will be scheduled for May. 
 
On February 15 2020 the Marine Corps League and the Ladies Auxiliary hosted a Valentines party 
at the VFW  on Military Rd. 
 
Our next ladies Auxiliary meeting will be on Tuesday 10 March 2020. 

Ladies Auxiliary: Chris Dreste 

LADIES 

AUXILIARY 

MISSION: 

The Marine 

Corps Auxiliary 

was formed for 

the purposes of 

promoting the 

interests of the  

Marine Corps, 

the Marine 

Corps League 

and to protect 

and advance the 

welfare of 

Marines and 

their 

dependents. 

Auxiliary 

members 

participate in a 

wide variety of 

programs that 

benefit and 

preserve the 

fundamental 

rights and 

freedoms of 

every person of 

this Nation, 

young and old.  
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According to the calendar, Spring is on its way.  I will be glad when the weather feels like Spring every 
day.  As I meditate upon the word “wind” we are often more aware of it in March as the weather fluctu-
ates during this change of seasons.  Turning my thoughts toward the supernatural realm, the wind is 
revealed as the Holy Spirit.  The word “spirit” in both Hebrew and Greek means “breath” or “wind”.  We 
experience different seasons in our life and it is during these shifts and changes that we rely most heavi-
ly upon the Holy Spirit to help us through the adjustments in our atmosphere and temperament.   
 
Just as the wind changes I would like to make a change in direction to an attachment I received recently 
from a friend.  It states “I suppose you are familiar with this story.  For those who aren't, perhaps it may 
add a special dimension to this familiar tune.  Do you know the story behind the song, “THE LAST 
POST” or “Taps”.  It all began in 1862 during the American Civil War, when Union Army Capt. Robert 
Ellicombe was with his men near Harrison’s Landing in Virginia.  The Confederate Army was on the oth-
er side of the narrow strip of land.  During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who 
lay severely wounded on the field.  Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain 
decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical attention.  When the Captain finally 
reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier, and the solider was dead.  
The Captain lit a lantern and went numb with shock.  The face of the soldier was his own son.  The boy 
had been studying music in the South when the war broke out.  Without telling his father, the boy enlist-
ed in the Confederate Army.  Heartbroken the father asked permission of his superiors to give his son a 
full military burial.  His request was partially granted.  Out of respect for the father, they said he could 
have one musician.  The Captain chose the bugler.   He asked the bugler to play a series of notes he 
had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of his dead son.  This wish was granted.  The haunting mel-
ody, we now know as “THE LAST POST” is used at military funerals.   
 
The words are:  Day is done, gone the sun. from the lakes, from the hills. from the sky.  All is well.  Safe-
ly rest.  God is nigh. Fading light.  Dims the sight.  And a star, gems the sky.  Gleaming bright, from afar, 
drawing nigh, falls the night.  Thanks and praise, for our days.  Neath the sun, neath the stars, neath the 
sky. As we go.  This we know,  God is nigh. 
 
I never knew the story behind the song nor the words to the song.   
 
With a hand upon my heart, I feel pride and respect, as our flag waves above us all in glory and grace.  
Freedom was the gift that others unselfishly gave.  Pain and death was the price that each ultimately 
paid.  Every day I give my utmost admiration to those who fought to defend our nation.  Amen 

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann 



“Three  

Spent Shells, 

One for Country, 

One for Duty,  

One for Honor.” 

 

Presented to the  

Deceased’s next 

of kin. 
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January  — 22 Honors 

2020 YTD— 22 

9,002 Honors Total 
 

We need members for the Honor and Color Guards   

Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254 

Color Guard — Mike Lee  314-616-3726  

Honors and Color Guard  

COLOR GUARD 
We need volunteers for up coming events.  
Please step forward and represent your De-
tachment. 

ANNUAL DUES 
In 2017 MCL National amended 
the bylaws to read that annual 
dues are now payable on 31 Au-
gust vs. your birthday.   
 

You will not receive a notice of re-
newal from National.   
 

Please have your dues paid to the 
Jr. Vice Commandant Steve 
Michalski.“NOW” 

“Civilians cannot and will not understand us  
because they are not one of us.  

 

 The Corps —  we love it, live it  
and shall die for it.  

 

If you have never been in it,  
you shall never understand it.” 

 

This Month in  
Marine Corps  

History 

 
1 February 1967: Opera-

tion Prairie II was begun in Quang Tri province by 
elements of the 3d Marine Division. During the 46-
day search-and-destroy operation which terminated 
18 March, 93 Marines and 693 of the enemy were 
killed. 
 
2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part 
of the first assault on islands controlled by the Jap-
anese before the start of World War II, captured 
Namur and eight other islands in the Kwajalein 
Atoll. 
 
15 February 1998: One hundred nine years ago 
this date, 28 Marines and 232 seamen lost their 
lives when the battleship Maine was mysteriously 
sunk by an explosion in the harbor of Havana, Cu-
ba. Though no definitive evidence linked the Span-
ish with the sinking, the cry went up, "Remember 
the Maine!", and by late April the U.S. and Spain 
were at war. 
 
17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation 
DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3 March, was 
conducted near Quang Ngai city. The Special 
Landing Force (BLT 1/4 and HMM-363) accounted 
for 280 enemy killed. 
 
23 February 1945: Four days after the initial land-
ings on Iwo Jima, 40 men from Company E, 2d 
Battalion, 28th Marines, climbed Mt. Suribachi to 
secure the crest and raise a small American. Within 
an hour, the patrol reached the rim of the crater. 
After a short fire-fight with Japanese defenders 
emerging from several caves, the small American 
flag was attached to an iron pipe and raised over 
the island. 
 
24 February 1991: Marine Expeditionary and Coa-
lition Forces forces began a ground assault on Iraqi 
defenses The 1st and 2d Marine Divisions stormed 
into the teeth of Iraqi defenses while heavily ar-
mored allied forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in 
Iraq from behind.  
 
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended 
when the cease- fire declared by President George 
Bush went into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force 
has a strength of more than 92,000 making Opera-
tion Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps opera-
tion in history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in 
action during the Gulf War. 
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Our Building Committee has been active in searching for a new  

facility to house our Detachment. 

 

They have placed a contract on a facility located at  

7922 Croydon, St. Louis, MO  63123   

Near Watson Rd in Marlborough. 

 

Per the Detachment By Laws, the contract is not valid until such 

time as the detachment membership has an opportunity to vote 

on this purchase.  (Reference Article XI, Section O)  This  will be 

presented for approval at the regularly  

scheduled Detachment meeting on  

25 February 2020. 



Page 5 Volume  6 Issue 2  

The Scoop 
Page 5 Volume  6 Issue 2  

Commandant Ken McGuffey presents a check for $24,000.00 to LtCol Justin Bellman, 4 MarDiv 3rd 
Battalion 23rd Marines, Inspector, Instructor (I & I).  This is the proceeds from funds collected by 183 
Volunteers on 29 November, 30 November and 7 December at locations around the South County Ar-
ea. OORAH Marines and Associates of MCL183! 
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Corpsman: 

Hospital Corpsmen 

(HM) perform duties 

as assistants in the 

prevention and 

treatment of 

disease and injury 

and assist health 

care professionals 

in providing medical 

care to Navy people 

and their families. 

They may function 

as clinical or 

specialty 

technicians, medical 

administrative 

personnel and 

health care 

providers at medical 

treatment facilities. 

They also serve as 

battlefield corpsmen 

with the Marine 

Corps, rendering 

emergency medical 

treatment to include 

initial treatment in a 

combat 

environment.  

FOR YOUR HEALTH: Karen Bolhuis  MSN, RN, FNP-BC  (HM3, USN) 

The newest respiratory virus concern:  Coronavirus 2019-nCoV 
 
This article is an overview to present current information on the virus. Research and data collection are ongoing, so 
the information may change as new data becomes available. (Jan 30, 2019) 
 
Coronavirus is a general term for a family of viruses that cause respira-
tory infections – everything from the common cold to viral pneumonia. 
Generally, infections are mild to moderate in severity and resolve be-
cause of your body’s immune system working as it should to kill it. Some 
are more severe, such as the ones that caused Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome (MERS-CoV in 2012, limited to the Arabian Peninsula now) 
and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS-CoV which killed 10 
percent of those infected between 2002 and 2004, with no new cases 
since 2004).  
 

Coronaviruses mainly use animals as hosts – only a few are known to infect humans. Each strain generally has only 
one type of host, such as birds or pigs (think “bird flu” or “swine flu”). It is believed that the original host for the current 
virus is a species of snake. These viruses have very specific proteins that allow them to infect host cells and spread to 
others in their host species, but they don’t often “jump” species. In order to cause a widespread infection/epidemic/
pandemic, the mutations must allow the virus to: 

Efficiently infect humans  
Replicate in humans using host cells, and  
Be able to spread easily between humans.   

 

At this point, there is evidence that this virus has mutated in a way that can  spread between humans, so there is 
the potential that this could become a pandemic. Of all the cases outside of China, only four have come via 
person-to-person transmission, and those were family members with close contact to the patient. The CDC 
believes that isolation/containment of those with the infection will allow them to prevent serious spread in the 
U.S. 

 

The current outbreak is primarily limited to locations in China, mostly a city named Wuhan, with about 8,100 confirmed 
cases and 171 deaths (less than 3 percent of those infected have died, and almost all deaths were in people over age 
60 with other medical problems). One hundred additional cases, but no additional deaths, have been confirmed 
around the world.  There are around 100 people being tested in the U.S., and most of them have so far tested nega-
tive. Six cases have been confirmed, and all but one of those people had recently travelled to Wuhan. The sixth case 
is the husband of a woman in Chicago who had tested positive recently. 
 

For better or worse, there are not medical treatments or prescriptions to cure viral infections.  The good news is that 
our immune system usually is efficient enough to recognize and kill the vast majority of these invaders. Most people 
become infected and never even know they were infected (this happened often with the Zika virus and West Nile vi-
rus). We only know people were infected because they now have antibodies in their blood that we can test for. These 
antibodies work as “memory” immune cells, so if you are exposed to that virus or a similar virus in the future, your 
immune system is already jump started and can kill it off faster the next time. This is essentially the same way vac-
cines work.   
 

The symptoms of Coronavirus 2019-nCoV are primarily fever, cough, sore throat, headache and difficulty breathing. It 
does not tend to cause upper respiratory symptoms like congestion or runny nose. At this point, the greatest potential 
risk of an infection by this virus would be in those who have recently been to China and their direct caregivers. There 
is no indication that casual contact will allow it to spread. If you have been in high-risk areas of China, have been in 
close contact with sick people there, and have symptoms, you should be tested immediately (anyone at risk would 
have been notified at the airport when they arrived back in the U.S.).  
 

The only treatments for most viral infections, including colds and flu, are symptomatic – rest, Tylenol/ ibuprofen and 
fluids. Steam from a hot shower or humidifier can help soothe a cough, but most cough medicines do not help. Mild 
symptoms in otherwise healthy people generally resolve without any additional treatment. If you have more severe 
symptoms that concern you, especially if you have recently traveled to China, see your doctor or go to your nearest 
Emergency Department (preferable for testing).  
 

Please contact Karen Bolhuis if you have additional questions. 

https://www.thebalance.com/navy-enlisted-classifications-for-hospital-corpsman-3355027
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 Calendar of Events — 2020 
                

 

2 May ................................................................... Night at The Races 

Remainder of the Year  .............................................................. TBA 

 2014    Mike Lee  2015  Bob Jost 

 2016    Charles Dooling    2017  Bob Scannell 

 2018     Ken Dieckmann  2019   Al Dreste 

EMAIL and PHONE 
 

  We are in the process of updating the Detachment Mailing 
  and Phone List.  Please send your phone number, mailing  

  address, and email address to: 
 

Mike Lee  (314) 616-3726  
theeditor.mcl183@att.net.   

 

We are now providing updates through our  
Phone Tree System  If we don’t have your current phone number,  

you will miss important phone announcements 

Dinner 25 February 
1745 to 1845 

 
 
 
 
 

Cost $7.00 
Chicken and Dumplings, Green Beans,  

Salad, Bread and Dessert 



Once A Marine, Always A Marine 

MCL 183 
South St. Louis Detachment 

Marine Corps League 

South St. Louis Detachment 183 

P.O. Box 2739 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

Non-Profit Organization 

U. S.  Postage Paid 

St. LOUIS, MO  
PERMIT No. 1845 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Next General Meeting • 28 January 2020 • 1900 Hrs • VFW Post 4223 • 215 Military Rd • St. Louis, MO 

 


