Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
December 2020
Commandant’s Corner: Ed Dodson
In compliance with COVID-19 19 restrictions set by St. Louis
County, we have stopped all social gatherings at the Detachment until those restrictions are lifted. Essential meetings,
maintenance and the renovation of the kitchen will continue.
This is to protect our members and especially the elderly who
are more susceptible to the virus.
We had our Toys for Tots collections on Nov 27, 28 and Dec
5th. We collected over $22,000.00 in Cash and $8,600.00 in checks. Our grand
total is yet to be established due to the money we previously deposited and additional donations that are expected, however, we estimate that we have exceeded
$32,000, a new all-time high for MCL 183. Al Dreste is working extremely hard
with the Reserve Unit collecting boxes of toys and distribution of toys to families
in need.
The December Meeting will be online only. Staff members up to 10 are allowed
in the building for this meeting.

If you desire to be in attendance in this virtual meeting, please send Mike Lee
(mcl183@charter.net) an email and he will send you a link for automatic login.
We will provide all updated information by Phone Tree and the Scoop.
Please be safe this Holiday season and Merry Christmas to all and Happy New
year too. Hope to see all soon. Semper FI.

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
As the year draws to a close, I often think of the changes that were made in just
the last twelve months. For some of us it was a year of fulfillment and happiness,
for others a time of heartache and challenges.

However, it is a natural course of life – regardless of what the past has given us,
the future is always filed with promise of a new day, a new start. As we say goodbye to another year of ups and downs, we say hello to a new year of opportunities
and a new beginning.
No matter where you are in your life right now, my prayers are for peace and a
New Year filled with hope. Look forward to the good days ahead.
Let us release our anger and our pain from the hurtful Covid-19 and look toward
our vaccine that will set us free. Let us lead the world from darkness to light, from
the false to the truth and from wrong to right.
May our year be filled with peace, prosperity, and love. May God's blessings
shower upon all of us and bestow on each a bright, healthy, and peaceful New
Year.
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Toys For Tots
27, 28 November, 5 December 2020

Mike Lee receives a check from
Tom Denman of the Oilmen’s Club
of Greater St. Louis for $7,500.00

Thanks to those
Marines,
Associates, and
Families that
collected over

$32,000.00
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Ladies Auxiliary: Chris Dreste
We have been working on our room at the new building. Small walls were
taken down, painting, and hanging pictures and awards. Our room looks very
nice.
A big thank you to Carole Lyston for all the work she has done in our room to
make it look nice! Thank, to Al Dreste and Steve Michalski for all the work
they have done for us in our room.
There will be no Auxiliary meeting in December.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I pray everyone
stays safe and healthy for the holidays and knowing next year will be a
great one.

In Memorium
Adrienne Steinke
1932-2020
On December 13, 2020, the Ladies Auxiliary lost a life member and a friend to all. Adrienne was
preceded by her husband Jack.
Jack played an integral played part in establishing our Honors Program. At the time of his retirement, Jack had participated in 3,133 honors. The largest total of any of our teams.
Jack will be remembered for his endless jokes (sometimes the same joke 4 or 5 times), and
Adrienne will be remembered as shaking her head every time he told one.
On of the most memorable events that I recall was the night at the Ladies Auxiliary meeting, Jack
brought a birthday cake for Adrienne. It said “Happy 80th Birthday Adrienne”. She was livid about
sharing her age, but we all enjoyed a laugh with her.
Adrienne will be missed by all, she was not only a friend, but a mentor, and confidant to many of
the Ladies.

You can visit a memorial to Adrienne at “JackandAdrienne.com”
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Tonight, many will fill their stockings and climb into a comfy bed with their Marine as they are
safely home with their loved ones on this December eve. Sadly, there are many other families
who will be without their deployed loved one. This evening, as we remember the birth of our
Savior and the sacrifices that He made for us, we will also be remembering those troops who are
far from home – looking up into the night sky – thinking of loved ones at home. We will pray
for their safety. We will pray that they will know the comfort and saving grace of our Savior.

Twas the night before Christmas; he lived all alone
In a one-bedroom house made of plaster and stone
I had come down the chimney, with presents to give
And to see just who in this home did live.
As I looked all about, a strange sight I did see
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree
No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand
On the wall hung pictures of a far distant land.
With medals and badges, awards of all kind
A sobering thought soon came to my mind
For this house was different, unlike any I’d seen
This was the home of a U.S. Marine.
I’d heard stories about them, I had to see more
So I walked down the hall and pushed open the door
And there he lay sleeping, silent, alone
Curled up on the floor in his one-bedroom home.
He seemed so gentle, his face so serene
Not how I pictured a U.S. Marine
Was this the hero, of whom I’d just read
Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed?
His head was clean-shaven, his weathered face tan
I soon understood, this was more than a man
For I realized the families that I saw that night
Owed their lives to these men, who were willing to fight.
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Soon around the Nation, the children would play
And grown-ups would celebrate on a bright Christmas day
They all enjoyed freedom, each month and all year
Because of Marines like this one lying here.
I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone
On a cold Christmas Eve, in a land far from home
Just the very thought brought a tear to my eye
I dropped to my knees and I started to cry
He must have awoken, for I heard a rough voice
“Santa, don’t cry, this life is my choice
I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more
My life is my God, my country, my Corps.”
With that he rolled over, drifted off into sleep
I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep
I watched him for hours, so silent and still
I noticed he shivered from the cold night’s chill.
So I took off my jacket, the one made of red
And covered this Marine from his toes to his head
Then I put on his T-shirt of scarlet and gold
With an eagle, globe and anchor emblazoned so bold.
And although it barely fit me, I began to swell with pride
And for one shining moment, I was Marine Corps deep inside
I didn’t want to leave him so quiet in the night
This guardian of honor so willing to fight.
But half asleep he rolled over, and in a voice clean and pure
Said “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”
One look at my watch and I knew he was right
Merry Christmas my friend, Semper Fi and goodnight

Volume 6 Issue 12

Page 6

This Month in
Marine Corps History
4 December 1950: LtCol Raymond G. Davis led his
battalion into Hagaru-Ri, Korea after four days of intense
fighting against a numerically superior hostile force. His
battalion, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, helped clear the way
for the 5th and 7th Marines, and LtCol Davis was awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroism.
6 December 1928: A small detail of Marines under Captain Maurice G. Holmes defeated Nicaraguan bandits
near Chuyelite. . Capt Holmes was later awarded the
Navy Cross for gallantry.
8 December 1941: Japanese aircraft attacked Wake
Island within hours of the fateful attack on Pearl Harbor.
Marines of the 1st Defense Battalion and Marine Fighting
Squadron 211 resisted Japanese invasion attempts for
over two weeks before finally succumbing to an overwhelming force.
9 December 1992: Marines of the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations capable) landed in Somalia kicking off Operation Restore Hope,
10 December 1995: In Bosnia, 22 Marines from Marine
Corps Security Force Company, Naples, Italy were
among the first American troops to arrive. They provided
the security for Allied Forces Southern Europe headquartered at Sarajevo. NATO troops would be in place by 19
December taking on the task of peace enforcement .
15 December 1948: The Sect’y of the Navy signed a
"Memorandum of Agreement" with the State Department
which laid the basis for the modern Marine Security
Guard program at U.S. embassies throughout the world.
19 December 1972: The Marine detachment of the
USS Ticonderoga provided shipboard security for three
U.S. astronauts, Eugene Cernan, Ronald Evans, Harrison Schmitt, and their Apollo-17 space capsule.
23 December 1941: Japanese forces launched a predawn landing on Wake Island and Wilkes Island, while
their carriers launched air strikes against Wilkes, Wake,
and Peale islands in support of the landing force. After
nearly 12 hours of desperate fighting, the three islands
were surrendered.
26 December 1957: Twenty helicopters from Marine
Light Helicopter Squadron 162, were rushed to Ceylon
onboard the USS Princeton where Marines participated
in the rescue and evacuation of flood victims.

Honors and Color Guard

9,181 Honors Total
November— 233 YTD — 209
We need members for the Honor and Color Guards
Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254
Color Guard — Mike Lee 314-616-3726

Due to COVID Restrictions, our December Meeting will be held online
only. Only the Staff up to 10 people
will be allowed in the building.
It will be recorded for posterity so that
it can be referenced if needed.
To access the meeting at 1900 Hours
on 29 December, you will need access to Zoom. Please send your
email address to mcl183@charter.net.
You will receive a link in a return
email that you can “click” on and it will
take you directly to the meeting.

White Duty Belts
To those members from the past
Honor and Color Guard that still
have your white duty belts, please
return them to Ed Dodson or Mike
Lee.
The cost to the detachment for
these is $55.00. We have new
members for both teams that
need them.

“Three
Spent Shells,
One for Country,
One for Duty,
One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.
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MCL 183
7922 Croydon
St. Louis, MO 63116
(314) 254-7397
Monthly Meetings
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs
7922 Croyden • St. Louis • 63123
Commandant
Honors Commander
Ed Dodson (314) 604-6254
eddiedodson@sbcglobal.net

Marine of The Year:
2015

Bob Jost

2016 Charles Dooling

2017

Bob Scannell

2018 Ken Dieckmann

2019

Al Dreste

2020 Ed Dodson

Calendar of Events — 2020
All events cancelled due to COVID Restrictions

Senior Vice Commandant
James Appelbaum (314) 757-5364
jtappelbaum45@gmail.com
Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski (314) 707-1903
smichalski500@gmail.com
Paymaster/Adjutant
Karen Bolhuis
Karen-rn@sbcglobal.net
Judge Advocate
Bob Bradley (315) 886-2316
rjbsab_99@yahoo.com
Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann (314) 570-8211
ken_n_sharon@sbcglobal.net
Sergeant At Arms
Mike Lee (314) 616-3726
mcl183@charter.net
Jr. Past Commandant
Ken McGuffey (314) 827-7874
maxftns@live.com
Scoop Editor
Color Guard Commander
Mike Lee (314) 616-3726
mcl183@charter.net
Advisers
• Russ Hitzemann (314) 631-6050
• Hal Holmes (636) 677-1712
• Al Dreste (314) 320-4505
Auxiliary President
Chris Dreste (314) 846-7076
chrisdreste@gmail.com
Quartermaster
Russ Hitzemann (314) 631-6050
russh727@sbcglobal.net
The Scoop, the newsletter of Marine
Corps League 183, South St. Louis
Detachment, is a monthly publication,
self-published. 7922 Croydon,
St. Louis, MO 63123

MARINE OF THE YEAR
Have you been “Marine of the Year”? If so, please let our awards
committee know so we can include you in all further Marine of the
Year Award selections.
The awards committee consists of:
Mike Lee
Al Dreste
Karen Bolhuis (for Associate Awards)
If you wish to serve on this committee, please let the Commandant
know.

DETACHMENT CONTACT
INFORMATION
7922 Croydon • St. Louis, MO • 63123-1546
Near Watson Rd and Laclede Station Rd.
(314) 254-7397
The Phone Tree Number on which we will send updates and messages is (636) 422-1365.
This number is not monitored,
incoming calls will not be answered
and we will not respond
to voicemail or messages.

MCL 183
SOUTH ST. LOUIS DETACHMENT

ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE

NEXT SCHEDULED DETACHMENT MEETING
29 DECEMBER 2020
THIS WILL BE A “VIRTUAL” ONLY MEETING
SEE PAGE 7 FOR INSTRUCTIONS TO ENTER MEETING
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