Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
February 2021
Commandant’s Corner: Ed Dodson
We have just finished a very trying year for all of us. 2020 was something that we
would like to leave in the rearview mirror. Covid-19, lockdowns, quarantines, and
for some members the battle to beat the virus. We have all experienced one of
these events, it’s time to move on.
During the initial months of the lockdown, our Honors Teams were kept off the
Honor field due to restrictions from the VA and Missouri Honors program. We
were shutdown from March until June, yet we were still able to participate in 234
for 2020 and a grand total of 9,181 since the program’s inception. If you do the
math, man-hours have been over 175,000 hours.
Just ask any of the members of the Honors Team and they will tell you that it is an
Honor and a privilege to show respect and reverence to our fallen brothers and
sisters as well as their families. Right now, we have 6 members and three associates on our Honor Team. That’s right TEAM, singular. We have dropped down to
one Team due to loss of members due to illness and death. What once was two
vibrant and active teams has been reduced to only one. In the past, you were anticipating the day that your name appeared on the schedule, sometimes it was
only once every 6 weeks and when that time came, you put on your uniform with
pride. Now, the same members work EVERY WEEK. We even have one member
from another detachment that is a regular as well as another member from a different detachment on standby. Three associates are our buglers. The only
source of income for our Detachment is the Honors program. If we don’t work,
we don’t have income.
It’s time for you to get those Blues out of the closet, dust them off, (if necessary,
visit a tailor), and volunteer for the Honors Team. We wear the League uniform or
Blues. The detachment will subsidize the cost of your uniform and after 50 funerals, you own the uniform. See me as your Honors Commander to be a part of this
very worth endeavor.
In light of the past events of this month, it is with great sorrow that I mention the
passing of one of our veteran members of the Honors Team. Hal Holmes passed
on 4 January after a long illness. Hal was hoping to hit the magic number of
2,000 Honors, but due to illness could only reach 1,949. Oorah to our fallen
brother. If you had been a part of either the pass and review or the Honors ceremony, you know the appreciation of Carol and family. After the pass and review,
the funeral director said that the Marine Corps League is the only organization
that honors their members at the Funeral Home. He also mentioned the Honors
Team and their professionalism at the cemetery. (reprinted from January, 2021)

IT’S TIME TO STEP UP !
Due To Technical Issues
This Months “SCOOP” Is In Black and White
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Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
It seems to me, the days keep going by faster and faster. I was so excited about Valentine Day on the horizon
when before you know it, we were already celebrating it with flowers and chocolate boxes in the shape of
hearts.
Now we have St. Patrick's Day upon us with all the clovers leaves and of course and the rainbow leading to
the pot of gold. All those holidays roll along with the spirit of the Hallmark card industry. It seems the 25-cent
card or even a dollar card is way out of line for today's exchange. However, if we search further for the true
meaning of these holidays, we find a very important measure of what is really meaning behind the events.
March 17 did mark the fifth century of our beloved Saint Patrick as a religious feast day.
As we look forward to the Easter holiday let’s remember the true meaning with the joyous greeting of “Christ
is risen” and the response of “He is risen indeed. It reminds us that Jesus IS alive and, in our midst, He welcomes us in a new life with Him.
For Christians, the egg is a symbol of the tomb in which Jesus was placed. While the cracking of the egg represents Jesus resurrection. We are celebrating an event where billions of people around the world gather to
celebrate, more than those who bet on the Super Bowl, and more than those who will cheer than at the Oscars.
Rooted in time and history you may see stories in magazines noting the most recent archaeological findings
related to this event. Like a stone tossed into the waters, the ripple continues outward. So it is with the most
definitive invasion of God Almighty. Amen

Finance Team: John Hamilton

CHALLENGE MATCH
A match fund of $2,000 has been established by directed donations. Every dollar donated by the Detachment will be matched up to $2,000. The challenge
period will run through Memorial Day 2021.

Here is how you can donate:
1.Using the PAYPAL function on the Detachment website

2.Mail your donation to the Paymaster
3.Stop by the Detachment Monday-thru-Saturday 1000-1400 and give your donation to the duty officer
4.Donate at the monthly membership meetings

Special:

If you donate $25 or more you will be entered into a drawing For
$100.00 gift card. For every $25.00 donation, you will receive an entry. Several members have already stepped up and donated $100.00 each.
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FOR YOUR HEALTH: Karen Bolhuis MSN, RN, FNP-BC (HM3, USN)

The Basics about the Immune System
There has been a lot of talk about “immunity” lately- vaccines, antibodies, immune compromised,
etc. A healthy immune system is vital to our life, but many things- intrinsic or extrinsic- can effect
the fine balance that must be kept.
The basics: The immune system is really complicated, with lots of intermingled and interdependent
parts. This is an ultra simplified version. The first thing to know is that all of our own cells have a
marker on them that identifies them as “self”, and a healthy immune system constantly looks for anything that doesn’t have this marker on it. Anything else is flagged as an invader that will be destroyed.
White blood cells (leukocytes) are the basic units of the immune system. They flow through the
blood vessels and lymph vessels (that generally run parallel to the blood vessels) and search for anything that doesn’t belong. This includes not only bacteria and viruses, but also cells that are dead
or infected. When they find a problem, one kind of white blood cell tries to surround and destroy it
(phagocytes) and sends out chemical messengers to call for more help. Other kinds of white blood
cells (lymphocytes) are called to the scene. There are two main kinds of lymphocytes: B lymphocytes and T lymphocytes. The B cells produce antibodies that are designed to attach to the invader
and flag it for destruction- this may take a few days or longer the first time a particular invader arrives, but then these antibodies stay in the circulation. This is a key part of a long term immune response: if that same invader is spotted again, the circulating antibodies can latch on right away so
that the Killer T cells can find and destroy it quickly. Some of the chemical messengers mentioned
above are terms you probably have heard of: histamine (Benadryl is an Anti Histamine), cytokines,
and leukotrienes. These chemicals can cause warmth, redness and swelling in an area where there
has been either an injury or invader- this is known as “inflammation”.
How does a vaccine work? Most vaccines include a small part of a pathogen (Virus or bacteria)usually a protein from the outer part that an antibody would recognize as an invader. This is just
enough for your immune system to recognize, summon B cells and create antibodies. Then these
antibodies will stick around in case that same protein shows up again later. While it may still enter
your body, your system is primed to kill it before it can cause a significant infection.
How is an allergy an immune issue? Allergies are actually an overactive immune system. There
are many things we are exposed to on a regular basis that are not seen as life threatening, like pollen or cat dander. In an allergy, the body sees these “invaders” as really dangerous, and mounts an
all out assault. Like with autoimmune disorders, they are treated with things that help block certain
parts of the immune system.
What is an autoimmune disorder? The simplest way to understand is that some of your own cells
do not have that marker that identifies it as “self”. The immune system sees it as an invader and
tries to kill it. The medications we use to treat these disorders work to suppress the immune system
so that it will stop attacking your own cells.
What is “immune compromised”? While antihistamines like Claritin or Benadryl help stop allergies,
they do not have a strong effect on the immune system overall. Prescriptions like steroids
(prednisone), medications that prevent organ rejection after a transplant, and medicines that treat
autoimmune disorders create significant immune suppression- your body may not be able to identify
or fight off any invaders, including viruses or bacteria, and this can put you at risk for serious complications including death from even simple infections. Additionally, you may not respond adequately
to a vaccine, since your body may not be able to create a normal antibody reaction to the protein in
the vaccine. It may take a higher dose or multiple doses of the vaccine to get a “normal” response
and immunity.
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This Month in
Marine Corps History

Honors and Color Guard

1 February 1967: Operation Prairie II was begun in
Quang Tri province by elements of the 3d Marine Division. During the 46-day search-and-destroy operation
which terminated 18 March, 93 Marines and 693 of the
enemy were killed.
2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part of the
first assault on islands controlled by the Japanese before
the start of World War II, captured Namur and eight other
islands in the Kwajalein Atoll.
6 February 1968: Two reduced Marine battalions, the
1st Battalion, 1st Marines with two companies, and 2d
Battalion, 5th Marines with three, recaptured Hue's hospital, jail, and provincial headquarters. It would take three
more weeks of intense house to house fighting, and
nearly a thousand Marines killed and wounded, before
the imperial city was secured.
11 February 1922: BGen John H. Russell was appointed U.S. High Commissioner and personal representative
of the President to the government of Haiti. This nineyear assignment placed this future Commandant in supreme command of both the occupying American force
and the Haitian Gendarmerie.
15 February 1998: One hundred years ago this date, 28
Marines and 232 seamen lost their lives when the battleship MAINE was mysteriously sunk by an explosion in
the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Though no definitive evidence linked the Spanish with the sinking, the cry went
up, "Remember the Maine!", and by late April the U.S.
and Spain were at war.
17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3 March, was conducted
near Quang Ngai city. The Special Landing Force (BLT
Y4 and HMM-363) accounted for 280 enemy killed.
23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings on
Iwo Jima, 1stLt Harold G. Schrier led 40 men from Company E, 2d Battalion, 28th Marines, up Mt. Suribachi to
secure the crest and raise the small American flag that
battalion commander LtCol Chandler Johnson had given
Schrier. Within an hour, the patrol reached the rim of the
crater. After a short fire-fight with Japanese defenders
emerging from several caves, the small American flag
was attached to an iron pipe and raised over the island.
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended when
the cease- fire declared by President George Bush went
into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force has a strength
of more than 92,000 making Operation Desert Storm the
largest Marine Corps operation in history .A total of 24
Marines were killed in action during the Gulf War.

9,225 Honors Total
January — 19 YTD — 19
We need members for the Honor and Color Guards
Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254
Color Guard — Mike Lee 314-616-3726
“Three
Spent Shells,

Ladies Auxiliary

Chris Dreste

One for Country,
One for Duty,

I hope everyone is doing well with all
the things that are going on in our lives
today.
We haven’t been able to have to many
meetings lately, I hope things are getting better and we will be able to get
together again.
We have lost some wonderful Auxiliary
Ladies in the past few months. Sharon
Smith, Ellie Sopp and Adrienne Steinke. They will all be missed very much.
I pray that the vaccines work against
Covid-19 and everyone is safe.
I look forward to seeing everyone’s
happy faces again and enjoying their
company.

White Duty Belts
To those members from the past
Honor and Color Guard that still
have your white duty belts, please
return them to Ed Dodson or Mike
Lee.
The cost to the detachment for
these is $55.00. We have new
members for both teams that
need them.
WE STILL NEED THOSE BELTS!

One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.
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MCL 183
7922 Croydon
St. Louis, MO 63116
(314) 254-7397
Monthly Meetings
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs
7922 Croydon • St. Louis • 63123
Commandant
Honors Commander
Ed Dodson (314) 604-6254
eddiedodson@sbcglobal.net

Marine of The Year:
2015

Bob Jost

2016 Charles Dooling

2017

Bob Scannell

2018 Ken Dieckmann

2019

Al Dreste

2020 Ed Dodson

Calendar of Events — 2021
St Patty’s Day Party .......................................................... 13 March
Casino Night ......................................................................... 17 April

Senior Vice Commandant
James Appelbaum (314) 757-5364
jtappelbaum45@gmail.com

Spring Conference ......................................................... 16, 17 April

Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski (314) 707-1903
smichalski500@gmail.com

Department Convention (St Joseph’s) .......................... 4,5,6 June

Paymaster/Adjutant
Karen Bolhuis
Karen-rn@sbcglobal.net
Judge Advocate
Bob Bradley (315) 886-2316
rjbsab_99@yahoo.com
Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann (314) 570-8211
ken_n_sharon@sbcglobal.net
Sergeant At Arms
Mike Lee (314) 616-3726
mcl183@charter.net
Jr. Past Commandant
Ken McGuffey (314) 827-7874
maxftns@live.com

Night At The Races ................................................................. 1 May
Detachment Picnic ................................................................10 July
National Convention ................................................... 7 –14 August
Trivia Night .................................................................11 September
Fall Conference ........................................................................... tbd
Octoberfest ..................................................................... 23 October
246 Birthday Ball ........................................................ 13 November
Christmas Party...........................................................18 December
Subject to Change Per COVID-19 Restrictions

Scoop Editor
Color Guard Commander
Mike Lee (314) 616-3726
mcl183@charter.net
Advisers
• Russ Hitzemann (314) 631-6050
• Doug Robinson (573) 915-0593
• Al Dreste (314) 320-4505
Auxiliary President
Chris Dreste (314) 846-7076
chrisdreste@gmail.com
Quartermaster
Russ Hitzemann (314) 631-6050
russh727@sbcglobal.net
The Scoop, the newsletter of Marine
Corps League 183, South St. Louis
Detachment, is a monthly publication,
self-published. 7922 Croydon,
St. Louis, MO 63123

DETACHMENT CONTACT
INFORMATION

7922 Croydon • St. Louis, MO • 63123-1546
Near Watson Rd and Laclede Station Rd.
(314) 254-7397
The Phone Tree Number on which we will send updates
and messages is (636) 422-1365.
This number is not monitored,
incoming calls will not be answered
and we will not respond to voicemail or messages.

