Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
January 2022
Commandant’s Corner:

Eddie Dodson
We are now in the New Year, hopefully this
year will be better than last. Although 2021
wasn't that bad for the Detachment, we did
have our Marine Corps Ball and a few other
social functions. Hopefully we can expand on
them and make them better this year. Our first
big function is the Valentines Party on the 12th
of February. This is a good time to for socializing and have a good time. Other functions will
be published in this scoop so you can make
plans to attend.

The building committee is constantly making
changes and upgrading to better serve our
members. Remember this is your building for
your use when you want to have a private social function. All we ask is that you clean up
afterward’ s and pay for beverages that your
function consumes. A donation helps with
building needs and the Detachment as a whole.
Looking forward to seeing all at the Detachment meetings, remember you
can attend the Staff meeting to see what we will be addressing at the general
meeting.
I want to wish all a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Semper Fi and God
bless America.
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Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
As I look out of our window in the breakfast room and see the
snow-covered patio and yard and the beautiful pine branches
covered with just the right amount of snow, it makes we realize
that winter is upon us and the cold winter nights will be here for
a while.
Since Valentine’s Day is upon us, I thought back to elementary
school. I remember making Valentines in class. Red construction paper cut into a heart shape for my mother. My mom bought
Valentines cards at the store for me to hand out at school; the
little ones with the catchy sayings, each came with a little envelope. I also remember that I had to make one for everyone in my
class no matter if I liked them or not. I always started with my
buddies and friends, the to the most beautiful girls who I was
sure didn't even notice me. Then onto the most important, my
teacher or nun in this case. I always did my best with writing and
spelling as I was sure they would check this first. Unfortunately,
my handwriting never improved much, but I did the best I could
for a boy. As I knew the girl’s cards were so much better than
mine. Then on the day closest to Valentine’s Day we delivered
the cards to the classmate’s desk or box or bag. I can remember all the girls were heavily
decorated with hearts and lace and lots of red. The boys would only have our names on the
box as the least we could do. As time went on, I hope you all can remember that painful feeling of young love. A crush where it was obvious that the other person did not know you were
alive. Today we talk of God’s love through our Valentines card to be mine as my true love. To
be my Valentine all fall short of how we feel. I cannot think of a Valentine I have ever seen that
would express my love for my wife Sharon after 55 wonderful years of marriage.
On Valentine day we think of those
who make our lives worthwhile?
Those gracious, friendly people who
we think of with a smile.
I am fortunate to know you,
That's why I want to say,
To a rare and special person:
On Valentine's day, you're on my mind,
You're a pic-me-up, a happiness parfait,
So, I wish you joy on Valentine's Day.
Amen

White Duty Belts
To those members from the past Honor and Color Guard that still have your white duty
belts, Please return them to Ed Dodson or Mike Lee.
The cost to the detachment for these is $55.00. We have new members for both teams
that need them.
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Ladies Auxiliary: Carole Lyston
We had an Auxiliary Christmas party at Carol McCarthy’s home on December
14th. Her home was really decorated indoors and out for the Holiday. We
each brought food, so great selection of items to eat. Our Little Angles project
each year at Christmas is to give a $200 check to St. Martha’s Hall, which is a
place that helps families that have domestic problems. The auxiliary ladies
each brought gift cards for the families in need. After dinner we played Rob
Your Neighbor and had a fun time visiting. We had several guests visiting us
that night.
LADIES
AUXILIARY
MISSION:
The Marine
Corps Auxiliary
was formed for
the purposes of
promoting the

interests of the
Marine Corps,
the Marine
Corps League
and to protect
and advance the
welfare of
Marines and
their
dependents.
Auxiliary
members
participate in a
wide variety of
programs that

Seven of us attended the Detachment Christmas party and enjoyed a great
meal. Santa, (Bill Rinehart), and his Reindeer, (Rick Frazier), made everyone
laugh.
On December 29th our dear member, and our current President, passed away.
Sharon Easter was a true Auxiliary person; she was dressed in her uniform for
her burial. We all loved Sharon. She was a good friend and a fun person to
do things with. Sharon, also has been our Missouri Department President.
She always did a great job in office and will be missed.
Our January meeting on the 11th had a visitor. We are looking forward to her
membership in our unit. The most important business at our meeting was the
voting to give $250 donation to the Focus Foundation.
The Auxiliary ladies will be providing food for the men’s meeting on January
25th. Sweetly glazed ham, mac & cheese, garden salad and 2 desserts.
Our next meeting is February 8th, 7 pm, we invite any ladies that might want to
visit us to learn more about our fun Auxiliary.

Detachment Meeting Night Dinners

Meals by the Ladies Auxiliary. The dinner bell Rings at 1800 hrs.
January — Glazed Ham, Mac and Cheese, Salad, Dessert
Remember the Special!
Donate A Jar of Peanut Butter and a Jar of Jelly and receive a
$1.00 free soft drink or $1.00 off of a draft beer.

benefit and
preserve the

fundamental
rights and

MCL 183 supports the JB Veterans Food Bank.
We need donations, either cash
or non perishable foods.

freedoms of
every person of
this Nation,
young and old.

Please place foods on the table located
in the walkway by the Hall Entrance.
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This Month in
Marine Corps History
10 January 1995: The Pentagon announced that
2,600 U.S. Marines would be deployed to Somalia for Operation United Shield to assist in the
final withdrawal of UN peacekeeping troops from
Somalia. The decision came in response to a UN
request for American protection of its peacekeeping forces serving in the war-torn African
nation.
11 January 1945: The first elements of Marine
Aircraft Group 24, commanded by Colonel Lyle
H. Meyer, landed at Lingayen, Luzon, Philippine
Islands, to provide close air support for Army
forces. Over the next three months, MAG-24 and
MAG-32 would fly a total of 8,842 combat sorties
and drop more than 19,000 bombs as part of the
Fifth Air Force in support of the Sixth Army.
16 January 1991: Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm as forces of the
allied coalition launched an all-out air campaign
against targets in Iraq and occupied Kuwait in an
effort to liberate Kuwait and enforce the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council.
Overall, in the theater of operations, the coalition
forces included more than 415,000 U.S. troops.
20 January 1968: The second battle for Khe
Sanh began when Marines from the 3d Battalion,
26th Marines attacked a North Vietnamese battalion between Hill 881 South and Hill 881 North.
More than 100 of the enemy were killed.
22 January 1969: Operation Dewey Canyon,
perhaps the most successful high-mobility regimental-size action of the Vietnam War, began in
the A Shau/Da Krong Valleys when the 9th Marines, commanded by Colonel Robert H. Barrow,
and supporting artillery were lifted from Quang
Tri. By 18 March the enemy's base area had
been cleared out, 1617 enemy dead had been
counted, and more than 500 tons of weapons
and ammunition unearthed.
29 January 1991: The first serious ground
fighting of Operation Desert Storm broke out
when Iraqi troops mounted an attack into Saudi
Arabia along a 40-mile front. Iraqi units centered
their efforts on Khafji, a port city six miles south
of the border. Saudi and Quatari troops, supported by artillery from the 1st Marine Division and
attack helicopters and other allied coalition aircraft, recaptured the town two days later.
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Honors and Color Guard

9,462 Honors Total
December — 21 YTD — 256

“Three
Spent Shells,

We need members for the Honor and Color Guards
Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254
Color Guard — Mike Lee 314-616-3726

One for Country,

Toys For Tots Recap

Presented to the

On 26-27 November and 4 December, members joined together at
Sam’s Club on LeMay Ferry Rd and
the corners of Tesson Ferry and
Lindbergh, and the corners of Laclede Station Rd and Watson Rd. to
collect $$ for the 2021 Toys For
Tots Campaign.

One for Duty,
One for Honor.”

Deceased’s next
of kin.

As a group, we collected $24,700.
Many thanks to those who selflessly
donated their time.
Your efforts allowed the St. Louis
region to provide toys for over
10,000 kids.

Celebrating over 70 Years
of Sharing because…
“Every Child Deserves
a Little Christmas”

Earned
Never
Given
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Marine of The Year:
2016 Charles Dooling

2017

Bob Scannell

2018 Ken Dieckmann

2019

Al Dreste

2020 Ed Dodson

2021

Jim Appelbaum

Monthly Meetings
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs
7922 Croydon • St. Louis • 63123
Commandant
Honors Commander
Ed Dodson (314) 604-6254
eddiedodson@sbcglobal.net
Senior Vice Commandant
James Appelbaum (314) 757-5364
jtappelbaum45@gmail.com
Junior Vice Commandant
Steve Michalski (314) 707-1903
smichalski500@gmail.com
Paymaster/Adjutant
Karen Bolhuis
paymaster 183@gmail.com

Judge Advocate
Bob Bradley (315) 886-2316
rjbsab_99@yahoo.com

Calendar of Events — 2022
Subject to Change
Meatshoot ................................................22 January
Valentines Party ..................................... 12 February
Trivia Night ............................................. 26 February
St Patrick’s Day Party ................................ 12 March
Casino Night ................................................... 2 April

Chaplain
Ken Dieckmann (314) 570-8211
ken_n_sharon@sbcglobal.net

Spring Conference .................................. 21,23 April

Sergeant At Arms

Night At The Races.......................................... 7 May

Color Guard Commander
Scoop Editor
Color Guard Commander
Mike Lee (314) 616-3726
mcl183@charter.net
Jr. Past Commandant
Ken McGuffey (314) 827-7874
maxftns@live.com
Advisers
• Doug Robinson (573) 915-0593
• Al Dreste (314) 320-4505
• Paul Campos

Department Convention........................ 3, 4, 5, June

(MCL 183 is the Host Detachment)
Detachment Picnic .......................................... 9 July
National Convention ....................... 15 to 19 August
Trivia Night .......................................... 17 September

Auxiliary President
Sharon Easter (314) 303-2703
easter30@charter.net

Meatshoot ........................................... 24 September

Quartermaster
Vacant

Fall Conference .......................... (date tbd) October

The Scoop, the newsletter of Marine
Corps League 183, South St. Louis
Detachment, is a bi-monthly publication,
self-published. 7922 Croydon,
St. Louis, MO 63123

Halloween Party .......................................29 October
Birthday Ball ........................................ 12 November
Christmas Party .................................... 17 December

