Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
July 2022
Commandant’s Corner: Eddie Dodson, Sr Vice, Department of Missouri
Many thanks to those who not only attended but also provided the needed leadership and workers for events during
the past two months. The names are too many to mention, but the events were, State of Missouri Department
Convention, 3,4,5 June, the Flag retirement ceremony on
11 June at VFW 4223, the 4th of July Parade in Webster
Groves, (It was HOT!), the Detachment Picnic on 9 July,
and the Dinner Dance on 16 July. All that attended will tell
you they had a great time.
We have had required maintenance on the building, the air
conditioner that services the front portion of the building has been replaced.
This was approved at the General Meeting in June.
At one time our Detachment had over 300 members. With attrition caused by
death, members moving, and those dropping out, our current membership is
at 168 which includes Marines, Associates and Honorary members. Without
our membership recruiting new members, we will continue to decrease in size.
The 247th Marine Corps Birthday Ball is scheduled for 11 November 2022.
This year it will be at the Aviator Hotel and Suites at I-55 and Lindbergh. This
year, MCL 183 Members and Ladies Auxiliary #454 will be at no charge.
Spouses attending with a member, is $35.00. Outside attendees are $55.00.
This will include Dinner, Dancing, Open Bar, and Buffet. Due to the limited
space, the maximum number of attendees will be 200. You MUST have a reservation. Those without will not be allowed to attend. The registration form is
enclosed in this issue
Just a note on upcoming events. No events are scheduled in August due to the
National Convention in Daytona. We will be sponsoring a Trivia Night and Meat
Shoot in September, Halloween Party in October and Christmas Party in December. And of course, Toys For Tots 25 November, (the day after Thanksgiving), and 3 December, the following Saturday.
Please continue to “Talk up MCL 183” to your friends and fellow Marines that
are not members. As an incentive, the Staff has approved presenting new
members with a Red Cover and appropriate emblem at no charge.
Thanks again to the Staff that supports me and to those volunteers that step
up at every event to help. Our motto means something to them, “Semper Fi”.
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Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
It's vacation time! It's time to rest, relax, and get away from the everyday
pressures of life. The idea is to unwind and let go, some take vacation and
simply sit and read, others go camping, fishing, golf, sightseeing, and the list
goes on.
I can remember one year my mother and father took us to Sammy Lanes Resort in Branson, by Lake Taneycomo and the White River. The cabins had a
large swimming pool in the middle for all to enjoy plus one building had a penny arcade with music and pin ball machines. My folks brought with us a bone
in ham. My dad could only stay for the weekend and headed back home to go
to work Monday morning. We stayed at the cabins and had ham and eggs for
breakfast, ham sandwiches for lunch and ham steaks for supper. Hey, we
were kids, and we didn't know any difference. Besides there were no fast-food
chains back then, so we all had a great time. We swam every day, played penny arcade for free every day and enjoyed our week at Sammy Lane resort.
My dad came back down the following weekend and rented a flat bottom fishing boat. It had a 10 hp engine and we were going up stream, so we didn't go very fast. After a while
we stopped on a sandbar, played there and went back to the dock. I fell in love with a girl named Gloria, I met at the arcade. Oh how wonderful she was. After we left, I never saw her again, since I was
only fourteen. Sammy Lanes is gone now replaced with dancing water at the foot of Main street that is
now busy with shoppers and restaurants. Some vacations you never forget and Sammy Lanes is my
anchor of life with my mom and dad and sister.
I pray that your vacation will bring you closer to God, and will enable you to re-examine your priorities
and principles, your purpose and prospective of life. May it be time when your mind will be refreshed
and able to return to God ready to face the challenges of life. Amen

Ladies Auxiliary: Carole Lyston
The auxiliary meeting on July 12th, had 9 members present and a new member joining us. We talked
about the fun time at the Detachment picnic, and the good Bar B Q meat that was served. It was a
rainy day, but several Marines were outside cooking the meat. Thank you. After the meal we had BINGO, there were many happy winners.
The Auxiliary sponsored a Rose Day collection of money at Sam's Club on June 25th for homeless veterans. We collected $413.22. We added money to that amount and at their meeting on July 27th will be
presenting a $500 check to the St. Bernadette Food Pantry, which helps homeless veterans.. Seven of
us are going to help at the pantry that day. We also are planning to do Christmas Bags for the homeless veterans. The items suggested for the bags are crossword puzzles, gloves, hats, long johns, notebooks, pencils, pens, popcorn balls, socks, Sudoku books, blankets, and anything else you might think
a homeless veteran would enjoy. If you would have any of these items you don't need at your house,
you can just bring them to the Detachment, and we will store them until November when we will be assembling 100 bags.
The next General Detachment meeting dinner on July 26th will be Sloppy Joes, Au Gratin Potatoes, Salad, and Desserts.
Our next meeting will be August 9th at 7 pm. I am Inviting anyone interested in joining us to visit our
meeting to learn more about our fun group.
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Sr Vice Notes: Douglas Robinson, Sr Vice Commandant, Auditor, Department of Missouri
What a busy month we had. July started off with members participating in the Webster
Groves 4th of July Parade. Personally, it is truly humbling the reception we receive from
the spectator’s when the Color Guard and our members pass along the route. Hearing the
cheers and clapping and seeing the joy and patriotism from the crowd is always an awesome feeling.
We had a pretty good turnout for the league’s picnic held on 9 July 2022 at the Detachment. The rain kept us inside for the most part, but I believe every enjoyed the comradery and fellowship. I want to extend a very special “Thank You” to Bill Rinehart, Rick
Frazier and Ron Tate who endured the elements to BBQ and to Mike Lee for smoking the
Pork Steaks.
On 16 July we teamed up with the Ladies Auxiliary to have dinner and a dance at the Detachment. We didn’t have a large turnout but the ones who came out really had a good time. Thanks to the
Ladies for providing the chow and to Brady Robinson for providing the music.
We don’t have any special events scheduled for August since we have the National Convention in Daytona
Beach, Florida. Our next big events that are just around the corner are the Trivia Night on 17 Sept, a Meat
Shoot on 24 Sept (I will not be in attendance for that, I will be getting on a boat for 7 days), and the Halloween
Party on 29 Oct.
Reservation for the Trivia Night are open now. Cost will be $25 per person no more than 8 to a table. We will
be selling mulligans the night of the Trivia. Along with 50/50 Drawings and Raffles. Open Bar, but it’s up to
you to bring your owns snacks.
We are planning something a little different for the Halloween Party. You might want to put your thinking caps
on to come up with a unique or scary individual or group costume. Stay tuned for more details to come.
Please email, text or call me with your ideas for events you would like to see the detachment hold. Sponsor.
A Standing Challenge
Contact a Marine/associate member that you know that hasn’t been to a meeting or event in a while and encourage him/her to come out and enjoy the comradery. If getting to a meeting or event is a problem let me
know. I will do everything in my power to get them there.
Recruit new members. Be an active member. Enjoy the brotherhood and Volunteer.

DETACHMENT CONTACT INFORMATION
7922 Croydon • St. Louis, MO • 63123-1546
Near Watson Rd and Laclede Station Rd.
(314) 254-7397
The Detachment is manned from
1000 HRS to 1400 HRS,
Monday through Saturday
If you would like to volunteer to help in manning the office,
We always could use another “House Mouse”.
Contact the Commandant to volunteer.
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Jr Vice Musings: Paul Campos
This is my first newsletter article as Junior Vice Commandant, (Jr. Vice), It echoes
much of my brief to the Detachment at June’s general meeting. As the Jr.Vice, the
primary duty is recruiting and retention of members. Certainly, it should be the duty
of everyone in our Detachment to seek out new members and more importantly promote retention by staying active. Attending meetings and special events, socializing
with others, especially the new joins.
At the National level, they are working to produce a guidebook and SOP for recruiting
and retention. They’ve started a Facebook page called MCL members which already
has over 500 members It’s hope is to get input and ideas from members on how to
increase membership. National is already preparing to start sending postcards to
MCRD San Diego and MCRD Parris Island toward getting their interest.

There was discussion at the Department Convention in June for retention and recruiting. Some ideas were to offer free tickets to the Birthday Ball for bringing in new
members, another idea was any new member receives their MCL red cover issued to
them at no charge. On the retention side, for each monthly meeting you attend your
name goes into a hat and at the end of the year we have a drawing for a MCL red blazer.
At the Detachment level, I plan to make an appeal for new members by establishing a rapport with the Marines
of 3/23, their new Commanding Officer and Sgt Maj. by way of attending one of their drill meetings and addressing the company or platoons after chow or a final formation. Also, setting up a MCL recruiting booth and
handing out MCL souvenir giveaways at future family days. I’ve done this before as a Jr.Vice back in 2007.
At the individual MCL level, as mentioned before there are countless opportunities in recruiting new members.
If you’re on Facebook, share your MCL events and post them. Some friends maybe more than curious and ask
you more about the MCL. One passive way to recruit is to carry the MCL recruiting card we have at the front
hatch. If you see a car with a Marine decal, leave a card on the windshield or car door. Carry the card and if
you meet a prospective member, enthusiastically present the card, and promote the league and all the great
things we do.
Finally, we can all contribute to making our detachment not only the largest in Missouri but the best sought
after detachment.

Flag Retirement Ceremony 11 June, VFW Post 4223. Jim Appelbaum, Doug Robinson, Ed Dodson, and Mike Sappington
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Detachment Picnic July 9 2022

Dinner Dance 16 July 2022

MCL 183 Color Guard Leads the 49th Annual
Fourth of July Parade in Webster Groves, MO.
Thanks to Hutchens Stygar
Mortuary & Cremation Center
For providing the “Patriot” Humvee Funeral Coach
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DUES
NOTICE
Dues ($40.00)
are payable
by 31 August
2022
Latin for
“AlwAys FAithFul,
” Semper Fidelis
is the motto of every
Marine
an eternal and
collective commitment to
the success of our
battles, the progress of
our Nation, and the
steadfast loyalty
to the fellow Marines we
fight alongside.

UNITED
STATES
MARINES
SEMPER FI

“Three
Spent Shells,
One for Country,
One for Duty,
One for Honor.”
Presented to the
Deceased’s next
of kin.

There is no need
to wait, send your
payment to:

MCL183
7922 Croydon
Drive
St. Louis, MO
63123
Attn:
Jr. Vice
Commandant

For Credit Card
payments
contact
paymaster183
@gmail.com

Earned
Never
Given
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MCL 183
7922 Croydon
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Marine of The Year:
2021

James Appelbaum

Monthly Meetings
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs
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The Scoop, the newsletter of
Marine Corps League 183,
South St. Louis Detachment,
is a bi-monthly
publication, self-published.
7922 Croydon,
St. Louis, MO 63123

Honors and Color Guard
9,642 Honors Total
June— 22 YTD — 150
We need members for the Honor and Color Guards
Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254
Color Guard — Mike Lee 314-616-3726

Calendar of Events — 2022
Subject to Change
National Convention ....................... 15 to 19 August
Trivia Night .......................................... 17 September

Meatshoot ........................................... 24 September
Fall Conference ......................................... Canceled
Halloween Party .......................................29 October
Birthday Ball ........................................ 12 November
Christmas Party .................................... 17 December

If you have a suggestion or an idea
for an event, contact:

Sr. Vice Commandant
Douglas Robinson
(573) 915-0593
email: douglas.robinson@charter.net

National Convention Daytona Bachh August 15-19

DETACHMENT MEETING
26 JULY 1900 HRS
ONCE A MARINE, ALWAYS A MARINE
MCL 183
SOUTH ST. LOUIS DETACHMENT
Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183
7922 Croydon
St. Louis, MO 63123-1546

26 July Detachment Meeting 1900 HRS
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