Marine Corps League
South St. Louis Detachment 183

The Scoop
September 2022
Commandant’s Corner: Eddie Dodson, Sr Vice, Department of Missouri
With the Fall upon us we need to start thinking preparing for winter. We have events scheduled and we need to support them.
Our Trivia night was a great success, but it wasn’t sold out, with
only a few tables left open, it would have been great to have had
a full house.
This your detachment and we rely on these events to fulfill our
mission, so please help with this. Your staff works hard to come
up with these events to promote camaraderie and to have fun.
The 247th Marine Corps Birthday Ball is scheduled for 11 November. All members and the Ladies Auxiliary #454 are free. Spouses are only $35.00. The Ball will be at the Aviator Hotel and
Suites on South Lindbergh. It includes Open Bar, Dinner, Dancing, Historical Pageant, and Commemorative Gifts. Reservations are filling up fast
as we are only able to accommodate 200 people. Contact me by phone at 314604-6254 or email at eddiedodson@sbcglobal.net to make your reservation.
We are gearing up for the Toys for Tots campaign on 25 and 26 November, and 3
December. We need volunteers to help collect at the corners of Laclede Station
and Watson Rd and with the Devils Dogs at Tesson Ferry and Lindbergh. The
Toys For Tots motto is “Every Child Deserves a Little Christmas”. Last year we
were able to collect over $30,000.00 for the kids, lets make this an even better
year.
The next meeting is September 27 hope to have a good turnout.

Ladies Auxiliary: Carole Lyston
At our ladies auxiliary meeting on August 14th, we had the pleasure of initiating a
new member, Linda Spies. So happy to add her to our fun times.
Those that attended the detachment dinner/dance on July 16th had a fun time.
Great meal, good dancing music and a nice time to visit together with the Marines
that were there. We are planning to work at the St. Bernadette's Food Pantry,
again on August 31st.
When we helped there on July 27 , it was Jamie Brooks, Carol Holmes, Carol
McCarthy, Gail Bickerton, Linda Spies and me. We saw firsthand the impact the
pantry has on our Veterans, and we will continue to support them.
th

We have an auxiliary friend, and member of the Pvt. George Phillips Auxiliary, Donna Murdock, that had flood damage to her place. We made a $100 donation to
help with her flood problems.
The next auxiliary meeting is Sept. 13th at 7 pm at the Detachment. Come visit us
at our next to find out more about the fun things we have planned.
Detachment Meeting Night Dinners
Meals by the Ladies Auxiliary. The dinner bell Rings at 1800 hrs. August — Roast
Turkey, Dressing, Corn, Peas and Carrots, Salad and Dessert
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Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann
When we think about Thanksgiving we contemplate history, the autumn harvest,
and of course, eating turkey and watching football. But most of all I think about
family and friends. I can remember when Sharon and I use to have thirty people at
our house for Thanksgiving. Oh, what a job it was, borrowing tables and chairs
from the church, and buying gifts for the kids to play with before and after the
meal. Then we needed two turkeys, one for the meal and one to take home because everyone wanted a doggie bag. The cranberries were both jelly and fresh,
plus, on and on as we all know. My favorite part was having our families together.
We were so happy to meet and greet each other, have drinks before dinner, and
talk about the weather or the Rams. Never politics. I miss those days as our parents have passed and the family has moved in many directions. It’s good to remember all the good times that made Thanksgiving special.
I found a prayer in my stack of files I would like to share with you:
Thank you, Lord for this food we are about to eat. Thank You for the hands that prepared it and for
those sitting around the table who are welcome to share it. Thank You for the ability to be here together under our roof. We realize everything comes from You and we are eternally grateful. You
are the Good Father who loves to give gifts to children. We sit here in evidence of Your goodness.
Thank You for the gifts of today and all who are here to share it with us. In the names of Your Son,
Jesus, we pray. Amen

Jr Vice Musings: Paul Campos
Everyone who joins the Marine Corps League is seeking some personal satisfaction
of being as a member. Their primary purpose is because it offers camaraderie and
association with Marines.
Each one of us in our detachment has a responsibility to increase our ranks by contacting and recruiting prospective members. The detachment has and is developing
programs and methods to help our members broadcast information about our detachment.
We have printed business card size cards that are available to members to distribute. Carry a few on your car or on your person. If you see a car with a Marine sticker, put a card on the car window, it’s self-explanatory. If you see someone wearing a
USMC shirt, hat, etc. hand them a card and talk about us. Start with his/hers experience in the
Corps and relate it to yours, and why you joined the MCL. Mention the programs and activities we
do, that’s a good selling tool. Let them know they’re joining a family of Marines again. Belonging to
and participating in something extraordinary. We not only support each other and other Marines, we
support our community with burial honors, color guards, parades, Toys for Tots, and youth activities
such as JROTC. . Motivation and enthusiasm are contagious and the way you present and deliver
what we have to offer will make a difference. OOHRAH!
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Sr Vice Notes: Douglas Robinson, Sr Vice Commandant
The 2022 Marine Corps League National Convention was an awesome event and I personally believe it’s something every member
should try and attend. I truly don’t believe you would be disappointed. So many brothers and sisters coming together for a very informative, fun week. Not only did I have the pleasure meeting the
Commandant of the Marine Corps and SgtMaj of the Marine Corps,
but I was able to meet one of our own members, Eric Salabay.
If you have never been to a Marine Corps League Convention, next
year might be the year you want to attend. In August 2023, the MCL
will be having its 100th MCL Convention and it’s going to be in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. You can find information on the MCL website,
or you can always ask me.
We are holding a Trunk or Treat and Halloween Party at the Detachment on Oct 29,
2022. The Trunk or Treat will be held between 1600 and 1800 in front of the detachment for the area children. The City of Marlborough will be running an advertisement
of our Trunk or Treat on their website starting the end of the month. Plan on getting
candy and come see all the children in the costumes.
After the Trunk or Treat at 1830 we will be having a Halloween Party for the adults.
We will be having chili, hotdogs, smores and other goodies. We will be having an
award for the best individual costume as well as the best couples/group costume.
Cost will be $25 a person and includes all food and beverages. Contact me for reservations.

Upcoming Detachment Events:
Nov 11, 2022
Dec 17, 2022
Dec 31, 2022
Feb 10, 2023

........ 247th Marine Corps Birthday Ball
.................................... Christmas Party
........................... New Year’s Eve Party
..................................... Valentines Party

Please email me your ideas for events you would like to see the detachment hold.
A Standing Challenge
Contact a Marine/associate member that you know that hasn’t been to a meeting or
event in a while and encourage him/her to come out and enjoy the comradery. If getting to a meeting or event is a problem, let me know. I will do everything in my power
to get them there.
Recruit new members.
Be an active member, enjoy the brotherhood and volunteer.
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99th National Convention — Daytona, Florida
15 — 19 August 2022

(l.) Gen David Berger (CMC)
(r.) Doug Robinson

(l.) Troy Black (SMMC)
(r.) Doug Robinson

17 September 2022

(l.) Ed Dodson (c.) Doug Robinson
(r.) Paul Campos
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FOR YOUR HEALTH: Karen Bolhuis MSN, RN, FNP-BC (HM3, USN)

Corpsman:
Hospital
Corpsmen
(HM) perform
duties as

Anyone who is, lives with, works with, loves or knows a veteran understands the impact of
suicide on the lives of veterans. We hear stories on a regular basis of active duty servicemembers or veterans who take their own lives, often due to mental health challenges related to events that happened while we served. “Twenty Two A Day” has been a rallying cry
for years to help bring visibility to this crisis. The good news is that this number is down to
about 17 per day. The bad news is that this is still 17 per day too many, and still far exceeds the non-veteran population.
Starting in July, the National Suicide Prevention Hotline changed its number from 1-800273-TALK (8255) to a simplified 988, similar to 911 for other emergencies. Veterans can
still push *1 to get specific assistance directed to veteran care. The
hope is that this simplified number will allow people to reach out easier
in a crisis to get the help they need

assistants in the

Would you know what to look for to determine if someone was experiencing a mental health crisis? Would you know what to say or how to
help? Here are some very basic guidelines to get you started.

prevention and
treatment of
disease and
injury and assist
health care
professionals in
providing medical
care to Navy
people and their
families. They
may function as
clinical or
specialty
technicians,

We try to divide mental health challenges into three stages: early, worsening, and crisis. Crisis includes a suicide attempt, overdose, psychosis and others where
most people will only try to calm the person/ provide safety and call 911. However, the
goal whenever possible is to intervene before it reaches a crisis. Many times the person
experiencing the challenge can’t even recognize that they are struggling, but there may be
signs that others can notice. Sometimes, if you feel comfortable and have a relationship
with that person, just by opening a dialogue, your intervention can encourage them to get
the help they may need to prevent their situation from escalating.
The signs you may notice may be in their behavior, appearance, feelings, or thoughts (all
are a change from their baseline). These are just some of the signs, but this list might help
guide you to recognize a mental health challenge:
What can you do if you notice these signs in someone you know or care about? It is critical that you try to talk to them. Even if it is just saying “I’ve noticed that you don’t seem
like yourself lately and I’m concerned. Is everything ok?”. If they say no, follow up later. If
you think they may be considering suicide, ask them directly. If they say yes, stay with
them and call for help from a family member, their mental health professional if they have

medical
Early

administrative

Showing up late, cancelling personal

Withdrawing, erratic behavior, possi-

or professional commitments

bly becoming more aggressive,

medical treatment

Appearance

Tired looking, unkempt, disheveled

overreacting
Poor hygiene, possible evidence of

facilities. They

Feelings

Sad, worried, depressed, not enjoying

self harm (bruising, cutting)
Racing thoughts, self blame/ criti-

hobbies, friends or work

cism, distorted view of reality or

Loss of focus at home, school or work.

body image
Increasing worry, hopelessness, an-

personnel and

Behavior

Worsening

health care
providers at

also serve as
battlefield
corpsmen with
the Marine Corps,
rendering
emergency
medical treatment
to include initial
treatment in a
combat

environment.

Thoughts

ger or rage

one, or 911. Listen- don’t judge, and don’t feel the need to give advice. Be present for
them- reassure them that you and others are there for them. Help them find other resources that may be able to provide assistance (financial or other) Encourage them to get
professional help.
Missouri offers an excellent adult and youth Mental Health First Aid training for free to residents. The class is blended/virtual. The website is www.mhfamissouri.org. to find classes (if
none are listed check back later).
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This Month In
Marine Corps History

Honors and Color Guard

2 September 1945: The Japanese officially surrendered to the Allies on board the battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
6 September 1983: Two Marines were killed and
two were wounded when rockets hit their compound
in Beirut, Lebanon.
8 September 1942: On Guadalcanal, the 1st Raider
Battalion and the 1st Parachute Battalion, supported
by planes of MAG-23 and two destroyer transports,
and carried out a successful raid on a Japanese
supply base.
15 September 1950: The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
landed on Wolmi-do Island in Inchon Harbor and
secured it prior to the main landing.

9,684 Honors Total
August — 24 YTD — 190
We need members for the Honor and Color Guards
Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254
Color Guard — Mike Lee 314-616-3726

“Three Spent Shells,
One for Country, One for Duty, One for Honor.”
Presented to the Deceased’s next of kin.

16 September 1814: A detachment of Marines
from the Naval Station at New Orleans, together
with an Army detachment, destroyed a pirate stronghold at Barataria, on the Island of Grande Terre,
near New Orleans.
20 September 1950: Marines of the 1st Marine Division crossed the Han River along a six-mile beachhead, eight miles northwest of Seoul, Korea.
27 September 1944: The American flag was raised
over Peleliu, Palau Islands, at the 1st Marine Division Command Post. Pockets of determined Japanese defenders continued to fight on. As late as 21
April 1947, 27 Japanese holdouts finally surrendered.
30 September 1945: Marines of III Amphibious
Corps, began landing in North China to assist the
Chinese Nationalist government in accepting the
surrender of Japanese forces and repatriating Japanese soldiers and civilians.

Earned
Never
Given
Make Your Reservation Today!
Only 200 Allowed
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Marine of The Year:
2021

James Appelbaum

DUES NOTICE
Dues ($40.00) are payable

NOW!

Calendar of Events — 2022
Subject to Change
Meatshoot ................... Rescheduled – Spring 2023
Fall Conference ......................................... Canceled

Halloween Party .......................................29 October
Birthday Ball ........................................ 12 November
Christmas Party .................................... 17 December
New Years Eve Party ........ (Tentative) 31 December
If you have a suggestion or an idea
for an event, contact:

Sr. Vice Commandant
Douglas Robinson
(573) 915-0593
email: douglas.robinson@charter.net

