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Commandant’s Corner: Eddie Dodson 

The holiday season is here I want to wish everyone a belated Happy 
Thanksgiving. This a time to celebrate but let us do safely.  Keep in mind 
that other people will be celebrating, so be especially watchful.  
 
If you did not attend the Marine Corps Ball, you missed a great one.  185 
people attended, and all had a wonderful time. I want to thank the Ball 
committee for putting together such a memorable time.  Looking forward 
to next year’s Ball.  This year we had two raffles to support the Ball, an M
-1 and a Fire Ring.  The winner of the M-1 opted to take $500.00 in lieu 

of the rifle, that’s great, we have it to raffle again next year.  The Fire Ring was won by 
none other than your Commandant, it will be put to good use by my family. 
 
Toys for Tots collections were November 25, and 26.  Collections were off this year, 
probably due to the economy.  We’re collecting again on Saturday Dec 3, we have 
160 members of which an estimated 100 are capable of collecting.  We had less than 
20 collecting.  What is your excuse?  Come out on Saturday December 3rd to help.  
Elm and Watson, Tesson Ferry and Lindbergh or I-44 and Lindbergh.  Let’s make this 
a great one for the Tots. We need your help, remember this is for the less fortunate 
children in the area.  
The next general meeting is November 29, 2022. Do not forget the Christmas Party on 
December 17th let’s have a great turnout.  You’re Staff works hard to make these 
events successful.   
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At our ladies auxiliary meeting on August 14th, we had the pleasure of initiating a 
new member, Linda Spies.  So happy to add her to our fun times.
 

Those that attended the detachment dinner/dance on July 16th had a fun time.  
Great meal, good dancing music and a nice time to visit together with the Marines 
that were there.  We are planning to work at the St. Bernadette's Food Pantry, 
again on August 31st. 
 

When we helped there on July 27
McCarthy, Gail Bickerton, Linda Spies and me.  We saw firsthand the impact the 
pantry has on our Veterans, and we will continue to support them.  
 

We have an auxiliary friend, and member of the Pvt. George Phillips Auxiliary, Don-

I look out at the new fallen snow and realize how much I enjoyed the 
fall leaves and color that are now giving way to the rigors of winter. We 
have already started using the fireplace to help us keep warm, but the 
cold air especially at night always seems to find a way to send a chill 
all around us.  I can still remember when I was a child, and my mother 
would decorate our artificial fireplace with what was supposed to be 
angel hair, but I think it was fiberglass insulation since her hands 
would itch all the following week.  
 
My dad was not a real handyman but for Christmas he made the effort by putting 
together two sawhorses about 2 feet tall to hold up our sheet of plywood for my train 
and our family tree. He would apply the crêpe paper brick around the bottom for the 
outdoor effect and it worked.  The train was my job to run and run.  He would con-
stantly tell me to run it at half speed, but did I? Heck no! When he was gone, I could-
n’t wait to run at full speed and of course it always jumped off the track.  
 
My sisters would help my mom make cookies and I always looked forward to licking 
the beaters, they were the best part of the day. We would complete most all of our 
tasks over the weekend and by Sunday night we would gaze at our miracle of trans-
ferring our everyday living room into festive and beautiful Christmas décor. 
 
The true meaning of Christmas as we know, is not Santa or gifts under the tree, but 
instead Christmas is a time of spiritual reflection on the important foundation of our 
Christian faith. The true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of the Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  This is our chance to truly take in the wonder and awe of the season. Amen  

Chaplain’s Desk: Ken Dieckmann  
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As we enter into the holiday season let us all remember our brothers and 
sisters who cannot be with us. Let us remember those who cannot cele-
brate the joyous season with loved ones, family and friends. Let us re-
member the sacrifices that they have made and are making. Let us re-
member their family and loved ones that continue day today while our 
brothers and sisters are away protecting our freedoms and our rights to 
be able to celebrate these holidays. In one way or another, one time or 
another, we have all experienced this and know the feeling of not being 
at home with family and friends during this time of year.  I ask each and 
every one of you to just take a minute and say a little pray for all our brothers and sis-
ters.   
 
I do believe are First Annual Trunk or Treat and Halloween Party at the Detachment 
on Oct 29, 2022 was a success. We had about two dozen children that came by and 
about 40 people who attended the party.  All in all it was a wonderful time.  I have to 
give a special thanks to Bill Rhinehart it was his inspiration and idea for the Trunk or 
Treat and him and his wife did an awesome job with the awards for the customs. I also 
would like to give a shout out to the City of Marlborough for ad advertising of our 
Trunk or Treat on their website. 
 
Our next event planned is our Christmas Party scheduled for Dec 17, 2022 at 1730.  
Cost will be $25 per person and will include food, drinks and entertainment.  Please 
let me know if you are planning to attend.  You can email, call or text.   
 

Upcoming Detachment Events 
 

Dec 17, 2022 – Christmas Party 
Dec 31, 2022 – New Year’s Eve Party 

Feb 10, 2023 – Valentines Party   
 
Please email me your ideas for events you would like to see the detachment hold.   
 

A Standing Challenge  
Contact a Marine/associate member that you know that hasn’t been to a meeting or 
event in a while and encourage him/her to come out and enjoy the comradery. If get-
ting to a meeting or event is a problem let me know. I will do everything in my power 
to get them there.  
Recruit new members.   
Be an active member, enjoy the brotherhood and volunteer.  
 

Semper Fidelis 
Douglas P. Robinson 
Sr. Vice Commandant South St. Louis Detachment #183 
Auditor, MCL Department of Missouri 
Douglas.Robinson@charter.net 
Cellular 573-915-0593 (call or text) 

Sr Vice Notes: Douglas Robinson, Sr Vice Commandant                                                          

mailto:Douglas.Robinson@charter.net
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Our Auxiliary meeting on Tues., Nov. 8th, was held at my house.  The Marines were not meet-

ing that night at the detachment that is why we met at my house for our meeting. 

 

We read the thank you note received from the Patriot Guard Riders.  They really enjoyed our 

Bar BQ meal we served them.  They had a good time visiting with their friends at the dinner.  

We had enjoyable conversations with many of them and they told us many stories of special 

funerals they have witnessed. Very touching stories.  It was a very good event, and we plan to 

have them for dinner again next year. 

 

When several of us went to the St. Bernadette’s Food Pantry on Wed. Nov. 16th, we had the 

auxiliary's Christmas Cards for veterans.  Each lady in the auxiliary wrote 10 Christmas cards 

with nice messages of thanks to the veterans. In the cards was put a $5 bill as a gift to them.  

Total $500 the auxiliary gave in the cards for the veterans.  The cards were dropped in the food 

pantry boxes to be on the bottom of each box.  It will be a pleasant surprise to those that get 

the food pantry boxes. 

 

At our meeting we also voted to give $300 for an upcoming meal for veterans who will be at-

tending a Focus Foundation activity.  Several of our members are very active with helping with 

meals at Focus.  

 

After our meeting we celebrated the 18th anniversary of our auxiliary with a cheeseball and 

crackers and a cake.   We were chartered on Nov. 29, 2004. 

The Marine Birthday Ball was a delightful evening.  The Ladies Auxiliary received a framed cer-

tificate of appreciation from the Detachment for our continued support of their activities.  

Twelve ladies from the Auxiliary attended the Ball they were asked to stand to be recognized 

also.  Several of the auxiliary ladies helped make the rose bracelet corsages given out that 

evening.  Our member Chris Dreste made the attractive centerpieces. She had special cookies 

made to set at the base of the centerpiece.  We ladies are glad we can help the Marines to 

make the Ball a special event. 

 

The next meeting is our Christmas dinner party which will be held on Tuesday evening, Dec. 

13th at 6PM, at my house.  If you would like to join us ,please do.  Just contact me so I know 

you are coming, I can give you directions.  We enjoy new members. 

Ladies Auxiliary: Carole Lyston 
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Corpsman: 

Hospital 

Corpsmen 

(HM) perform 

duties as 

assistants in the 

prevention and 

treatment of 

disease and 

injury and assist 

health care 

professionals in 

providing medical 

care to Navy 

people and their 

families. They 

may function as 

clinical or 

specialty 

technicians, 

medical 

administrative 

personnel and 

health care 

providers at 

medical treatment 

facilities. They 

also serve as 

battlefield 

corpsmen with 

the Marine Corps, 

rendering 

emergency 

medical treatment 

to include initial 

treatment in a 

combat 

environment.  

FOR YOUR HEALTH: Karen Bolhuis:  MSN, RN, FNP-BC  (HM3, USN), Paymaster/Adjutant 

What is osteoarthritis?   
Arthritis is a common medical complaint responsible for 1 in four doctor’s office visits each year. 
The most common type is osteoarthritis, although others such as rheumatoid and gouty arthritis 
can cause similar symptoms.  Over 30 million Americans have an osteoarthritis diagnosis- 10% 
of men and 13% of women over age 60, with the number of young athletes with the same diag-

nosis growing rapidly.   In this two-part article, I’ll review 
what it is and current research about treatments. 
 
Healthy joints have smooth end surfaces covered with 
cartilage and often synovial fluid (a lubricant) to help 
them glide as either a hinge or ball and socket to allow 
movement.  Some, like knees, hips, and spine, also 
have a gel-like cushion to help protect the bone ends 
and act as “shock absorbers”.  
 
 The harder we use our bones and joints, the more dam-
age occurs.  The body is constantly breaking down and 
rebuilding damaged parts.  Osteoblasts are cells that 
remove damaged bone, and osteoclasts try to rebuild it.  
As we age the “repair” can overbuild, causing spurs and 
irregularities.  Pieces of bone and cartilage can break off 
and float in the joint space.  The synovial fluid and gel 
both dry up, causing narrowed space in the joint (the 
only change often visible on xray) and grating or painful 
movement of the joint.   
 
Wearing of the bones and joints comes with normal ag-
ing, but is accelerated by being overweight and by 
heavy weight bearing activity (1 in 3 veterans has been 
diagnosed with arthritis, much higher than the general 
population).   
 
Initial treatment includes losing weight or maintaining a 
healthy weight, and low impact activity like walking, 

swimming and anti-inflammatory medications like ibuprofen (if you can take them).  Eliminating 
activities that cause pain is a simple first step.   
 

Next month I will cover more detailed treatment options to discuss with your doctor.    

 

On a more personal note, I wanted to say Thank You.  I have been a member here for about 7 

years now and have always felt welcomed and accepted as family- even though I am “just” a 

corpsman and not a Marine.  It means the world to me to be a part of this family.   We are vet-

erans because we serve. No member feels like they do anything exceptional or any more than 

anyone else.  We all help where we can and are happy to do it.   

https://www.thebalance.com/navy-enlisted-classifications-for-hospital-corpsman-3355027
https://www.thebalance.com/navy-enlisted-classifications-for-hospital-corpsman-3355027
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9,726 Honors Total 

October —  27  YTD — 238 
 

We need members for the Honor and Color Guards   

Honor Guard — Ed Dodson 314-604-6254 

Color Guard — Mike Lee  314-616-3726  

“Three Spent Shells,  

One for Country, One for Duty,  One for Honor.” 

Presented to the  Deceased’s next of kin. 

Honors and Color Guard  This Month In  

Marine Corps History 

11 November 2022: MCL 183 Celebrates the 
247th Birthday of the Marine Corps.  LtGen 
Gary Highey USMC (ret) is “Guest of Honor”   
 
7 November 2019: The keel is laid for the fu-
ture USS Jack H. Lucas DDG-125.  The ship is 
named after PFC Jack H. Lucas, Medal of Hon-
or recipient and MCL Member  
 
10 November 1775: Our illustrious Corps was 
founded at Tun Tavern in Philadelphia  
 
10 November 1921: This date marked the first 
formal commemoration of the birthday of the 
Marine Corps as 10 November. On 21 October 
1921, Maj Edwin McClellan, OIC of the Histori-
cal Section, HQMC, sent a memo to MajGen 
Commandant John A. Lejeune, suggesting that 
the original birthday of 10 November 1775 be 
declared a Marine Corps holiday to be celebrat-
ed throughout the Corps.  
 
10 November 1948: First eight enlisted women 
are sworn in as regular Marines. 
 
11 November: Major Sidney W. Brewster, 
USMC Ret., founded the “Marine Corps Veter-
ans Association” which became the “Marine 
Corps League” during the caucus of June 6-7 
1923. 
 
13 November 1982:  The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, containing the names of more than 
13,000 Marines who lost their lives in Vietnam, 
was dedicated this date at the Memorial site in 
Washington, DC.  
 
18 November 1949: All male Marines regard-
less of ethnicity, were assigned to vacancies in 
any unit.  This ends segregation in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 
 
20 November 1943:  The 2d Marine Division, 
commanded by Major General Julian C. Smith, 
landed on Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll, Gilbert 
Islands. After seventy-six hours of bitter fighting 
during which almost 1,000 Marines died, and 
more than 2,000 were wounded. 
 

DETACHMENT CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, December 17, 2022 

Buffet Dinner, Dancing,  

Beer, Wine, Mixed Drinks, and Soda Included 

 

$25.00 per person • Children $10.00 
 

“Rob Your Neighbor”  

Gift (if playing), not to exceed $10.00 

 
 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Doug at (573) 915-0593• Ed at (314) 604-6254  

or MCL183 at (314) 254-7397  

Marine Corps League #183 • 7922 Croydon Dr • St. Louis, MO 

 

Visit with Santa  
and  

Mrs. Claus 



7922 Croydon 

St. Louis, MO 63116 

(314) 254-7397 

MCL 183 

Monthly Meetings  
Last Tuesday of the month 1900 Hrs 

7922 Croydon • St. Louis • 63123 
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The Scoop, the newsletter of  
Marine Corps League 183,  

South St. Louis Detachment,  
is a bi-monthly  

publication, self-published.   
7922 Croydon,  

St. Louis, MO 63123 

                

Calendar of Events — 2022 

Subject to Change  

Christmas Party .................................... 17 December 

New Years Eve Party ........ (Tentative) 31 December 

Valentine’s Day Party ............................ 10 February 

 
If you have a suggestion or an idea  

for an event, contact: 

 
Sr. Vice Commandant  

 
Douglas Robinson  

(573) 915-0593 
 

email: douglas.robinson@charter.net 

 

DUES NOTICE 
 

 

Dues ($40.00) are payable  
 

NOW! 


